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Preface 
 

- The Great Unknowns! 
 
Having attended school in the 1940 s & 1950 s, like thousands before me, I learnt of the journeys of 

Mitchell, Burke & Wills, Eyre, Stuart , Sturt, Oxley and others; however not a word of Fraser, Byrne, 

Simpson, Hubbard, Butler, Williams and hundreds of others who are the Great Unknown. 

 
My great-great grandfather George Simpson, was Ăchainman to surveyorsó on John Oxley s 1817 &  
1818 expeditions and it was this association which has led me to seek recognition of, and for 
the members of these two expeditions. 

 
Without the Great Unknowns Oxley could not have got any further than the existing boundaries 
of Sydney and his place in history would have been restricted to the archives noting his position 
as Surveyor General; as happened to his predecessors Alt and Grimes. 

 
Being selected as members of explorative expeditions, convicts escaped the dread of everyday life 
in the populated areas of the Colony and ate when their Ămasters  did; although at times hunger 
accompanied them. On their return they also faced the opportunity of receiving pardons and in 
some cases land grants. Joseph Smith, a fourteen year old, transported in 1790, aboard Neptune, 
for seven years for stealing two linen shirts, two linen neck handkerchiefs, three pairs of cotton 
stockings and one linen waistcoat

1
 in his ĂVoluntary Letter from an Old Settleró gives a view on 

early life in New South Wales; a life that was known to have made men draw straws to see who 
would kill another, in order that they could also escape, through being hung. 

 
"I arrived in the Colony fifty six years since; it was Governor Phillips time, and I was fourteen years 
old; there were only eight houses in the Colony then. I know myself and eighteen others laid in a 
hollow tree for seventeen weeks and cooked out of a kettle with a wooden bottom; we used to 
stick it in a hole in the ground and make a fire around it. I was seven years in bondage, and then 
started working for a living where ever I could get it. There was plenty of hardship then, I have 
often taken grass, pounded it, and made soup from a native dog . I would eat anything then. For 
seventeen weeks I had only five ounces of flour a day. We never got full ration except when the 
ship was in harbor. The motto was ŲKill them, or work then, their provision will be in storeó. Many 
the time I have been yoked like a bullock with twenty or thirty others to drag along timber. About 
eight hundred died in six months at a place called Toongabbie, or Constination Hill". Further in the 
text he goes on to sayéé"They used to have a large hole for the dead, once a day men were 
sent down to collect the corpses of prisoners and throw them in without any ceremony or service. 
The native dogs used to come down at night and fight and howl in packs, gnawing the poor dead 
bodies." And furtheréé"I new a man hung there and then for stealing a few biscuits, and another 
for stealing a duck frock. A man was condemned, no time, take him to a tree, and hang him. The 
overseers were allowed to flog in the fields. Often have seen men been taken from the gang, had 
fifty, and sent back to work. Any man would have committed murder for a monthós provisions. I 
would have committed three murders for a weekós provisions. I was chained seven weeks on my 
back for being out getting wild greens, wild herbs. The Reverend Marsden [known as the flogging 
Parson] used to come it tightly to force some confession. Men were obliged to tell lies to prevent 
their bowels from being cut out by the lash. The Laws were bad then. If an Officer wanted a manós 

wife, he would send the husband to Norfolk Islandééé. 
2
 

 
 
 
1  www.oldbaileyonline.org    THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE OLD BAILEY REF: T17880402-54  
2  Ian Richardson, St Albans NSW   accessed at http://www.saintalbans.org.au/moreinfo.html   

3 

http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/
http://www.saintalbans.org.au/moreinfo.html


 
Whilst little recognition is given to members of the expeditions in Oxley s journals, his 
commendations to Governor Lachlan Macquarie proved to be of great value. Without the 
resultant pardons and grants it is safe to say that their futures would possibly have been bleak, 
without marriage and family. 
 
For this their descendants can be thankful. 
 
E.V.(Tim)CRAMPTON 
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Pen Picture 
 

 
E V (TIM) CRAMPTON b.1938 ï 

Grandson of George Simpson,  
Ųchainman to the surveyorsó 

on the 1817 & 1818 Oxley Expeditions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Born at Eugowra, the western extremity of George William Evans  1815 discovery expedition of the  
Lachlan River, to Emma Stone,- granddaughter of Frederick Lewis Simpson; only child of George 
Simpson and his second wife, Mary Cooke, and George Crampton ï grandson of William 
Crampton who was an original settler on The Island, formed between the Lachlan River and 
Island Creek, where the 1817 expedition departed from its journey along the Lachlan River and 
headed south, overland. 
 
His first six years were a nomadic existence. George and Emma packed up their few 
possessions, Thelma(12), Colin(7) Beryl(2)and Tim(1) and headed to Victoria, where , as a 
member of a team, George left his own mark on the Victorian landscape, having earlier done so in 
NSW, with the construction of concrete grain silos at Rainbow, Boort, Dunolly, Cannie Ridge, 
Ultima, Nyah west, Muroa, Jeparit, Bridgewater Rutherglen , Yarrawonga and others. 
 
It was at Rutherglen where the family settled in 1944 and Tim grew up as a typical sports mad 
country lad, who worked at the Summer Garden Café and Backman s Menswear from the age of 
9 years till 17. After finishing schooling at Rutherglen and Wangaratta High School it was off to  
Bendigo Teachers  College; the wish of his dad, who saw it as a safe job, should 
another depression come. Colin was a brilliant born teacher however not Tim. 
 
In 1960 he joined the Commonwealth Bank, met and married Marjorie Mathieson and lived the 
Australian dream; a house in suburban Chadstone and a young family- Stephen, Darren and 
Carolyn, till 1975 when the Crampton wanderlust took over with a move to the Grampians in 
western Victoria, where in partnership they developed the Rose s Gap Deer Park & nature 
Reserve, on the historic Troopers  Creek Road, where Chinese immigrants made their way to 
the goldfields, from Robe SA. During this time Tim was Chairman of Wimmera Tourism. In 1979 
the partnership disbanded and the family moved to the east of Victoria where Tim became the 
Exec..Director of the Victorian Eastern Development Assoc. till 1982. and Marj both mother and 
father on many occasions. After a year managing an award winning tourist park, then Marj 
caring for a sick sister and Tim consulting to the Vic. Ski Committee, the family returned to 
Melbourne in 1984 where Tim became General Manager of Cobb & Co Coaches. 
 
Tim saw the name as belonging to Australia and the company merely its guardians who must 
treat it with due respect and ensure it was not denigrated in any way. This lead a leading Travel 
Operator to write Ųéyour operation has been unmatched by any other organisation in Australia.  
 
This insistence on the highest standards resulted in Tim being awarded the ITOA National Award 
for outstanding services and contribution to the Inbound Tourism Industry in 1996 and the 
inaugural life membership of ITOA Vic/Tas in 1999. 
 
In 1998 Tim and Marj returned to Eastern Victoria where they retired at Lake Tyers 
Beach, overlooking the lake, beach and ocean. 
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It was here that Tim became involved with Family History research, first with his paternal side 
then his maternal tree where he discovered George Simpson, convict from Hemsworth, West 
Riding, Yorkshire. 
 
The next discovery was George s membership of the Oxley expeditions of 1817 and 1818. Having 
been educated and taught history in the 1950 s he only knew of Oxley, Hume and Hovell, Sturt, Burke 
and Wills, Eyre and other Ăsupermen  who did everything by themselves - never a mention of the 
harness menders, coopers, guides, boat builders, butchers etc etc. 
 
Determined that at least George and the other Ăunknowns  of the Oxley expeditions would 
no longer go unrecognised, Tim began his research which lead to +20éé. 
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in the future and by delving into the past, attempt to give recognition and present their material 
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Never have we been able to be transferred in such a manner; a manner that guarantees reality 
and assures its readers that they are experiencing life, that was, with all their senses. 
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Whilst The Old Bailey Online provided access to the convicts in England, it was the New 
South Wales State Records which allowed entry to the lives of the convicts, the military, 
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http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/indexes_online_3357.asp 
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Transcribers of Historical Records and Documents  
Who make our work much easier and save failing eyesight.  
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Whilst one has to be careful taking ancestral submissions at face value, they enable contact with 
descendants who can prove valuable.  
However the site provided reliable information through the International Genealogical Index 
(IGI) and their Family History Library Catalogue which provides access to innumerable historical 
documents. 
 
The Gutenberg Project  
Project Gutenberg of Australia produces books in electronic form (ebooks) which are freely 
available to the public. These ebooks may be read on a computer using a simple text editor or 
viewer. The books are in the 'public domain' and all have been prepared by volunteers. Many 
of these books are journals /books by and about our early explorers. 
 
http://gutenberg.net.au/ 
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Authorôs Note 
 
This book was written to recognise all who took part in the Oxley Expeditions of 1817-1818 and the 
importance of all to the completion of the task. 

 
The nine members who participated in both expeditions appear before those who participated 
only in the 1818 expedition. They are then sorted alphabetically, thus avoiding any suggestion 
that any one was of lesser value to the Expeditions than another. 

 
Whilst George Hubbard did not travel on the second expedition, his participation, in the building 
the boats at Wellington Valley depot, was of the utmost importance, hence his inclusion as a 
participant in both expeditions. 
 

Order of Appearance 
 

BLAKE James 
BYRNE Patrick  

EVANS George William 
FRASER Charles  

HUBBARD George 
OXLEY John Joseph William Molesworth 

SIMPSON George  
WARNER William 
WILLIAMS James  
BUTLER Barnaby 

CUNNINGHAM Allan 
DWYER John  

ELLISS Thomas 
HARRIS John  
KING George 

LLOYD Francis 
MAGGS William  

PARR (Thomas)William 
SHIPPEY Henry  
WATTS Richard 
WILLIAMS John 
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Expedition Members  1817 and 1818 Who were they? 
 
It is important to establish who actually accompanied John Oxley on his two expeditions into 
the interior. 
 

Members of the 1817 Lachlan River Expedition 
 
As published in Oxleyôs óJournals of Two Expeditions into the Interior of New South Walesô  
Appendix 1. Part 1a. 
 

 
1 John Oxley, Esq., chief of the expedition. 
2 Mr. George William Evans,  second in command. 
3 Mr. Allan Cunningham, Kingôs botanist. 
4 Charles Fraser, colonial botanist. 
5 William Parr, mineralogist. 
6 George Hubbard, boat-builder. 
7 James King, 1st boatman, and sailor. 
8 James King, 2nd horse-shoer. 
9 William Meggs, butcher. 
10 Patrick Byrne, guide and horse leader. 
11 William Blake, harness-mender. 
12 George Simpson, for chaining with surveyors. 
13 William Warner, servant to Mr. Oxley. 

  (Signed,) L. MACQUARIE. 
  Sydney, 

Members of Oxleys 1818 Macquarie River Expedition 

As requested by John Oxley   (Colonial Secretary Index Jan 1818 Reel 6065 , 4/1798 Pp 106) 

1. John Oxley esq Surveyor General 
2. Mr Evans Assistant 
3. C.Fraser Botanist 
4. P.Burne Huntsman 
5. James Williams Smith 
6. William Meggs Butcher 
( Meggs obliterated & replaced with George Rouse) 
7 ----Simpson  

8. J.Blake  

9. J.Warner Mr Oxleyôs man 
10. F.Lloyd Mr Oxleyôs man 
11. R.Kippas Rough Carpenter 
12. R.Watts Labourer 
13. Thos Ellis Labourer 
14. Thos Cribb Labourer 
15. John Dwyer Boat Builders Boy 

 
Alan Cunningham confirms the configuration of the party( but not the names) on the 

first expedition, in his Journal for 28
th

 April 1817:- 
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ŲThis morning about 9 o'clock the following persons, who composed this grand Western 
Expedition, left the last human habitation westward in order to survey the river downwards and 
trace it to its supposed junction with the Macquarie, and the disemboguence of their union on the 
south-west coast:--Oxley Esqre. Surveyor-General; Mr. G. W. Evans Assist. do.; Charles Fraser of 
46th Regt., as collector for Lord Bathurst; S. Parr, a boat builder; and seven persons as loaders of 
pack horses, and myself. ŲThirteen in all, with 14 horses and 2 boats. 
 
Evidence shows that both lists require amendment. 
 
FIRST EXPEDITION: 

 
James King is listed twice in the 1817 Expedition. This is obviously a typographical 
error and an omission 

  
The following entry from the Colonial Secretary Index shows:- 

 
KING George, per Admiral Gambier(2)  
- Member of John Oxley s expedition   
- Paid from Police Fund for services on Oxley s Expedition  

 
George King was one of 13 persons, serving in the maritime services sentenced to life, 
at court martials in various parts of the world; transferred back to England and then 
transported to New South Wales, on the Admiral Gambier.  
In the 1823/4/5 Muster he is listed as Ųmarineró and in the 1828 Census he is listed 
as Ųboatmanó. 

 
James Williams is not shown as a member of the first expedition. However the Government 
& General Order of Dec 1818 confirms his participation as does the Colonial Secretaryós 
Index:-  

WILLIAMS James per ŲGeneral Hewittó 1814 
Horse-shoer. Member of Oxleyós expedition 

 
Hence the first James King is George King . 
The second James King is James Williams  
As there is no other horse shoer, Williams should be listed as ï horse shoer  
Other entries in the Colonial Secretary Index confirm his participation in both expeditions. 

 
Hence James King should never have been included in the list of members in the 
first expedition. 
 

 William Meggs should be MAGGS   
Entries from Colonial Secretary Index shows William MAGGS who arrived aboard theó 
Indefatigableó in 1815   

- was on list of members of Oxleyós expedition   
- labourer in Oxleyós expedition, received issue of shoes   
- shepherd to Oxley in petition of mitigation of sentence   
- paid from Police Fund for services on Oxleyós expedition  

 
 Blake should be James Blake.   

- listed as James on ŲFortuneó indents   
- recorded as James on pardon   
- recorded as James in 1828 Census  
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-      on all preparations for expedition listed as James  

Oxley first referred to him as William, in his journal, when he was speared; this would 
have lead to some notoriety and him, or others, using William for a period. 

 
SECOND EXPEDITION 
 
On 25

th
 May 1818, Oxley using his knowledge of the men who had accompanied him on the 

first expedition, and his requirements for the second expedition, wrote to Lachlan Macquarie - 

 
ˈ Some of the persons originally named to accompany me have been changed for more 
competent to undergo the Fatique and more useful for their qualifications.  
 

 Rouse, replacement for Maggs, did not go on 2
nd

 expedition and Blake took over as 
stock-keeper (Maggs having been shepherd in 1

st
 expedition)   

 Barnaby Butler became labourer in place of Cribb  
 John Williams was added to the expedition as cooper.   
 Dr John Harris was added after volunteering to go.   
 Henry Shippey replaced Kippas   
 P.Burne was Patrick Byrne, who went on both expeditions   
 Warner was named as waterman, having been in that occupation in London and 

later Sydney  

 
Probably the strongest confirmation of the majority of members who participated in both 
expeditions, can be found in the Government & General Order made by His Excellency, the  
Governor, dated 12 December 1818, in response to John Oxley s favourable report, relative 
to the conduct of twelve convicts who accompanied him on his second tour of discovery to 
the Interior. 

 
The following extract from this order is very exact in its direction:- 
 
óTo those of the Party ( five in Number) who had been employed on Mr Oxleyôs former  
Expedition in 1817, His Excellency is pleased to extend Absolute Pardons, and the like 
distinguished Indulgencies to two others of the last expedition, whom superior 
Intelligence and Abilities were particularly serviceable on this Occasion. 
 
The remaining  five persons are granted  Conditional  Pardons by His Excellency. 
 

1 William Warner Absolute Pardon 
2 Patrick Byrne Do 
3 James Blake Do 
4 George Simpson Do 
5 James Williams Do 
6 Francis Lloyd Do 
7 John Dwyer Do 
8 John Williams Conditional Pardon 
9 Bernard  Butler Do 
10 Thomas Ellis Do 
11 Richard Watts Do 
12 Henry Shippey Do  

By His Excellencyôs Command  
Signed I.T.Campbell 

Secretary  
From this documentation we can state without fear of contradiction that:-
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#1-5: 

 
Warner, Byrne, Blake, Simpson & James Williams were members of both the 1817 & 
1818 expeditions 
 
#6-7: 

 
Lloyd & Dwyer were on the second expedition as were #8-12, John Williams, Bernard 
Butler, Thomas Ellis, Richard Watts and Henry Shippey; 
 

 
In consideration of the foregoing the Expeditions  members are amended as:- 
 

1817 Lachlan River Expedition: 
 

1 John Oxley, Esq.,  chief of the expedition. 
2 Mr. George William Evans,  second in command.  

3 Mr. Allan Cunningham, Kingôs botanist.  

4 Charles Fraser, colonial botanist.  

5 William Parr, mineralogist.  

6 George Hubbard, boat-builder.  

7 George King, 1st boatman, and sailor. 
8 James Williams, Smith.  

9 William Maggs, butcher.  

10 Patrick Byrne, guide and horse leader. 
11 James Blake, harness  

mender/storekeeper    

12 George Simpson, for chaining with surveyors. 
13 William Warner, servant to Mr. Oxley. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------   Plus 
Richard Lewis Superintendent Bathurst Plus: 
William Cox esq Landholder/magistrate Bathurst  

 
 
 
 

 1818 Macquarie River Expedition 

1. John Oxley esq Surveyor General 
2. George William Evans Second in command 
3. John Harris Surgeon 
4. Charles Fraser Botanist 
5. Patrick.Byrne Huntsman 
6. James Williams Smith 
7. George Simpson Chainman to surveyors 
8. James Blake Harness mender/stock keeper 
9. William Warner Waterman 

10. Francis Lloyd Mr Oxleyôs man 
11. Henry Shippey Carpenter 
12. Richard.Watts Labourer 
13. Thomas Ellis (Elliss) Labourer 
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14. Barnaby Butler Labourer 
15. John Williams Cooper 
16. John Dwyer Boat Builders Boy  

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Plus George Hubbard** Boat builder 
 Richard Lewis Superintendent of Bathurst 

 Corporal Partridge Of 48
th

  Regiment 
 Thomas Thatcher(aka Thacker)  & John Hall 
 
Note:1 
 
Blake was referred to as William Blake by Oxley when describing Blakeós spearing, in his 
Journal, and in the listing of members in the same Journal. 
 
Note 2: 

 
Butler was known as Bernard, Barnabus, Barnaby however he was convicted in Ireland 
as Barnaby and transferred under that name. 
 
Note3. 
 
Thomas Ellis is recorded on the shipós indents and his pardon as  ELLISS 
 
Note 4: 

 
Whilst George Hubbard did not go on whole of second expedition he was involved with 

boat preparation at Wellington Valley and returned to Bathurst on 5
th

 June1818 
 
Note 5: 
 
Richard Lewis accompanied both expeditions with preparations at the depots  
Superintendent at Bathurst. Accompanied John Oxley on part of his expedition along 
Lachlan River (Colonial Secretary Index Reel 6034; SZ7 p.181) 1818 expedition Set out to 
return to Bathurst from Oxley's expedition (CSI Reel 6068; 4/1814 p.50c) 
 
Note 6: 

 
As replacement(s) were required for Hubbard, John Williams, cooper and Henry 
Shippey, coach builder would have been included to assist John Dwyer. Shippey, a 
coach builder replaced Kippas, who had a broken leg. 
 
Barnaby Butler replaced Thomas Cribb as labourer; receiving a conditional pardon. 
 
Note 7: 
 
Numbers of participants of second expedition is confirmed by Governorós letter of 5

th
 

Dec 1818- 

 
ñ------and his excellency having in consequence accepted the farther services of Mr. Oxley, on 
a second expedition; the party consisting of John Oxley, Esq., surveyor general; John 
Harris, Esq., late surgeon of the 102nd regiment, (who most liberally volunteered to 
accompany the expedition); Mr. Evans, deputy surveyor general; and Mr. Charles Fraser, 
colonial botanist; together with twelve men, having eighteen horses and two boats, and 
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provisions for twenty-four weeks, took their final departure on the 4th of June last, from 
a depot prepared for the occasion in the Wellington Valley, at about ninety miles 
west of Bathurstô 
 
Note 8: 

 
William Cox was responsible for organizing the expeditionsó requirements and 
accompanied the party to the depot on the Lachlan River . 
 
Note 9: 
 

Thomas Thatcher(aka Thacker), a private of the 48
th

 Regiment, and John Hall traveled 
with the second expedition for 2½ weeks before returning to Bathurst with a report from 
Oxley for Governor Macquarie. 
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Expedition Members - Their Stories 
 

James(aka William) Blake 
 

b. c. 1778/1780 
Labourer/Harness mender & 

Stock keeper/Farmer/Labourer 
 

 
James Blake was sentenced to life transportation at Sussex on 23 March, 1812 and 
subsequently arrived in the Colony on 11th June 1813 aboard "Fortune 2". 

 
The passenger index which also included other expedition members, Parr, Shippey and Simpson, 
described James as:-ŲLabourer, 31years, fair complexion, black hair, hazel eyes,5feet 5 inchesó  
[1.65m]

1
 

 
In the list of persons selected to go on the1817 expedition down the Lachlan River, Blake is listed 

in Macquarie s instructions to Oxley as ĂHarness Mender
2
 however he is also recorded as 

ĂStock keeper , when receiving issue of shoes.
3
 

 
As with most of the convict members of the expedition, no mention is made of Blake; however he evidently did 
well enough to have Oxley request him to be ĂHarness mender/ Stock keeper  for the  
1818 expedition down the Macquarie River.

4
 

 
Some historians refer to James as William Blake (aka James) however there is no doubt 
the reverse is true. 
 
The extract from Oxley s journal, of the 1818 Expedition to the Inland , appears to be the 
commencement of Blake being called ĂWilliam . 
 

Oct 26
th

 ˈééééé One of the men, William Blake, had entered the brushes about a hundred 

yards from the rest of the people on the north side, with the design of cutting a cabbage palm: he 
had cut one about half through, when he received a spear through his back, the point of it sticking 
against his breast bone. On turning his head round to see from whence he was attacked, he 
received another, which passed several inches through the lower part of his body: he let fall the 
axe with which he was cutting, and which was instantly seized by a native, the only one he saw; 
and it was probably the temptation of the axe that was the principal incitement to the attack. Blake 
was immediately put into the boat and sent over to the south side, where the doctor was, who 
fortunately succeeded in extracting both the spears; but from the nature of the wounds, his 

chance of recovery was considered very doubtful.  
5
 

 
The free persons of the colony commonly referred to convicts by their surnames and perusal of 
Oxley, Cunningham and Evans journals show this to be the case on both expeditions, George  
Simpson, who was with Oxley for both expeditions was recorded solely as ĂSimpson  on the list of 1818 

expedition members. The use of William for Blake s first name was the only time a first name 
 
 
1 NSW Records Ships Indents. Fortune 2 , 1813   
2 John Oxley. Journals of Two Expeditions into the Interior of New South Wales. Appendix Part 1, Instructions 

for conducting and leading first expedition from Governor Lachlan Macquarie   
3 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6046; 4/1737 p.329   
4 Ibid (Reel 6065; 4/1798 p.106)  
5 John Oxley , Journals of  Two Expeditions into the Inland of NSW   
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was recorded in the two journals. 

 
John Oxley was a very well read person, and when he returned from England in 1812, he 
brought with him the Oxley family books which formed part of his library which became part of 
the Ălending library  created by some of the leading persons of the Colony, for the benefit of 
others without access to such a treasure trove of knowledge.

1
 

 
One of the leading poets of this era was William Blake(1757-1827), with whose works Oxley 
would have been extremely familiar; leading him, late at night, after months of arduous and 
mentally fatiguing exploration, to record Blake, in error, as William. 

 
Although seriously wounded, Blake survived, due to the expertise of the surgeon John Harris. 
No doubt Blake became somewhat famous in the Colony and probably found it an advantage to  
retain the use of his new first name; although he was happy to revert to James when receiving his 

Absolute Pardon, in December 1818.
2
 On June 10

th
 1819 he, together with 6 other members were 

given a donation totalling ȥ39 for their services.
3
 

 
On 17

th
 August 1820 Commission Bigge, investigating the charges leveled against William Cox, by 

the Colonial Botanist, Charles Fraser, heard evidence from several witnesses at Bathurst. 

 
The registration of James Blake as a witness is further confirmation that he indeed was James 
and not William Blake. 
 
James provided the following evidence to the Commissioner:- 
 

 He lived at Bathurst for two years where he was a Government stockman.  
 Government men laid bricks, sawed timber, built a house, sheep yards and stock yards on   

Cox s land.   
 Government horses and bullocks were used to haul Cox s provisions and supplies.   
 Cox undersupplied men from the ĂSlops and Storesò, a specific example was the supply of   

1 pair of shoes to James, whereas he was entitled to 4 pairs per annum.   
 Upon complaining about receiving only one pair of shoes, he was threatened by Lewis* 

that unless he was quite about the shoes and anything else, he would be sent down to 
Sydney. * Superintendent of Bathurst   

 Victuals were issued to Cox s men, who were Ăoff stores , from the Government Stores.   
 Two horses that died on Oxley s 1817 expedition had been replaced by Cox in place of 

two good horses.  
 Cox promised him emancipation (at least a Conditional Pardon) in 1816, if he went to his   

Stockyard and minded his sheep. It wasn t received and he was sent on Oxley s first 
expedition and went on the 1818 expedition where he was wounded by natives. He 
then obtained a full pardon.   

 Two horses were sent with Byrne and himself to prevent them being worked by anyone 
else before the expedition. Cox wanted the horses, they refused.   

 The horses which were in poor condition when supplied with Robert Hazard, died from   
inflamed bowels; Cox charged them with poisoning the horses and they were sent down to 

Sydney. They were acquitted of the charge.
4
  

 
 

 
2 Biography of the Life of John Oxley RN as held by the Oxley family. See John JWM Oxley, this book.  
3 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6038, SZ759, pp543-4)  
4 Ibid  (reel 6038; SZ759 p.542)   

4 The Evidence of the Bigge Reports ï New South Wales under Governor Macquarie. /John  Ritchie Vol 1 The Oral 
 Evidence, Wm Heineman Aust P/L 1971   ISBN o85561 027 1  
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He was again registered as William when he sought permission to marry.
1
 However, as was 

general practice the Minister, Rev. Robert Cartwright wrote and filed the application to the 

Governor, at Liverpool on 30
th

 December 1820. 
 

J.Atkinson, Principal Clerk, conveyed the Governor s approbation on 9
th  January 1821. 

 
The ĂFree  following his name, in his application to marry, is indicative of him receiving an Absolute  
Pardon and hence being a Ăfree person  
 
It was not only Blake, using two first names, who made it hard for researching, as his marriage 
to Ann at St Lukes, Liverpool, was recorded in the present day NSW Marriage Index as follows:-  

Reg.No. V18212689 3B/1821 
Groom POLAKE  William  
Bride KEOGH  Ann  
District CF. St Lukes Church of England Liverpool 

 
The original recorder of the event wrote his ñBsò with a flourish which resulted in it being taken 
for a ñPoò 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ie 

 
The NSW Register of Births, Deaths and Marriages has accepted the author s submission 

and registered a duplicate record under the name of Blake.
2
 

 
- Ann Keogh, aged 31 years, was sentenced to 7 years transportation at   
Dublin in 1815 and arrived in the Colony aboard ñCanadaò in 1817. 

3
  

 
- Blake   was recorded in 1822 Muster as:-  

 

ˈJames Blake,   Farmer, Liverpool ï married  
4
 

 
In 1824 Henry Allen of Liverpool was given occupation of land in the Lake George district 

with James in charge.
5
  

 
Henry Allen  

Liverpool  
I am directed by the Governor to convey to you his sanction for the temporary occupation of 600 acres 
of land around your stockyard to be erected at a spot between Marlow & Munkerraw about 16 miles to 

the southward of Lake George , for the use of your herd as a grazing Run to be placed under the 
charge of James Blake free, provided it is now depasturing by no person occupant, that the cattle kept 
thereon are marked as described on the Margin,(shown below) and until as such time as the 

Government may choose(six months notice previously be given) to revoke this 
 
 
1 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6007; 4/3503 p.7)  
2 NSW BDM reg.no. V18212689 3B/1821  
3 NSW State Records Ships Indents ĂCanada  1817   
4 General muster and land and stock muster of New South Wales 1822 / edited by Carol J. Baxter Sydney : ABGR 

in association with the Society of Australian Genealogists, 1988   
5 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6013; 4/3511 p.293)   
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indulgence and return the holding to itself. 
 
 
 
 
By His Excellencyós Commission  

F.Goulburn Colonial Secretary Officer 25 May 1824 
 

 
and in the1828 Census, where he is recorded as James, as:- 
 

ñSuperintendent, Lake George, Goulburn Plains . Employer Capt. Brooks. 50years  
whilst Ann was recorded as Ųwife, free by servitude. 37 years 

1
    Ann evidently regarded James as a  

Ăgood catch  as she must have told him she was 32 when they married, whereas if she was 
31 when she was sentenced in 1815, she would have been 44 years old in 1828. Being this 
age probably contributed to James and Ann having no children. 

 
In all musters/census Blake was recorded as James; thus contradicting the use of William on 
his application to marry. 
 
Nothing is know of James till 1851 when on 2

nd
 April a James Blake, labourer, aged 73 

years, residing at Campbelltown, was buried at St John s RC Church at Parramatta.
2
 

No other details are provided on the death certificate. 

 
The age of this James corresponds to him being 50 years at the time of the 1828 Census; no 
other recorded James Blake qualifies. 

 
Thanks to the expertise of John Harris, James was given another 33 years to participate in the 
country that he helped to open up to thousands of farmers, graziers and towns folk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Census of New South Wales, November 1828 / edited by Malcolm R. Sainty & Keith A. Johnson Sydney : Library of 

Australian History, 1980.  
2      NSW BDM Death Certificate 694 V118  
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Patrick Byrne (aka Burn/Burns/Burne) 
 

c.1778 
Labourer/Huntsman/Guide/Horseleader/Stockman 

 
Patrick Byrne, of the City of Dublin, was sentenced to life transportation, at Kildare, Ireland, in 
1811

1
 and transferred to New South Wales aboard Archduke Charles;  

departing Cork on 15 May 1812, with 147 male and 54 female convicts. The journey took an 

incredible 277 days, a day over 9 months; arriving on 16
th

 February 1813,
2
 

 
Patrick was described as Labourer 5 5ò

3 - 5  6ò (1.68m) , dark ruddy complexion, black-grey 

hair with hazel eyes.
4
 

 
On 19

th
 February Patrick, listed as Burne, disembarked, and with others, was forwarded to 

Windsor for distribution.
5
 

 
In the 1814 Muster he is shown as being under the charge of William Jacklin, who arrived in the 
colony in 1791, settled at Pitt Town and later was granted land further down the Hawkesbury 

River at Portland Head.
6
 

 
Governor Macquarie, keen to see the new lands, discovered by George William Evans and his 

party, and to be the first official traveller across the Great Divide, departed on 25
th

 April 1815, with 
Mrs Macquarie and his official party . Following the new Western Road across the Blue Mountains 

and Great Divide they arrived at the Grand Depot on the Bathurst Plains on 4
th

 May.
7
 

 
Having spent an almost idyllic 10 days on the Plains, and having decide that this would be the 
site for a town, which he named Bathurst, in honour of Earl Bathurst, Principal Secretary of State, 
Macquarie and his party departed for Sydney on 11. May 1815. 

 
Having sent off all our spare heavy Baggage two days ago before us, and having now made all my 

arrangements at Bathurst, I set out from it this day at 1 p.m. on my return to Sydney. -- Before our 
departure some of the Natives who were with us yesterday came in to see us and remained at 
Bathurst till we left it. -- I left Mr. Meehan the Dy. Surveyor General at Bathurst for the purpose of 
Surveying and laying down on a chart the whole of the Lands fit for Cultivation and grazing [I] have 
Explored in this new Country. 

 
I have also left Mr. Evans the Dy. Surveyor at Bathurst for the purpose of proceeding on a further 
Tour of Discovery for the distance of one Hundred miles in a South West direction from Bathurst, 
in hopes of falling in with the Macquarie River in that Quarter. -- Mr. Evans takes with him 3 men 

and 2 Horses to carry his Provisions on this Tour, which he hopes to complete in six weeks.
8
ó 

 
A.K.(Keith) Weatherburn, a descendant of G W Evans, in his book, ñGeorge William Evans, exploreró, 
published by Angus & Robertson (1966) names the three men accompanying Evans as, 

 
1      Peter Mayberry s   Irish Convicts to NSW   1791-1831 at http://www.pcug.org.au/~ppmay/convicts.htm  
2 Australian Shipping 1788-1968 at Convictions www.blaxland.com  

3 On record of issue of Conditinal pardon dd 5
th

  Jun 1815  
4 NSW State Records Ships Indents Archduke Charles1813   
5 Colonial Secretary Index. (Reel 6002; 4/3491, p.400)   
6 General muster of New South Wales, 1814 / edited by Carol J. Baxter. Sydney : Australian Biographical and 

Genealogical Record in association with the Society of Australian Genealogists, 1987 & Colonial Secretary Index 
Wm Jacklin of Pitt Town and Portland Head   

7 Lachlan Macquarie ĂTour to the new discovered Country, April 1815  Macquarie Uni. Library 
at http://www.lib.mq.edu.au/all/journeys/1815/   

8 Ibid   
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George Kane (alias Thomas Appledore). Patrick Nurns and John Tygh. It states his source as 

the Evans Memorial, 8 kms from Cowra on the Billimari Road.
1
 

 
Tygh would have been, John Tighe who was granted 100acres, 2 cows and ȥ5 as guide to the 

Cox party, building the new Western Road* and came to the colony as John Tygue aboard Anne1 

.
2
 

 
Nurns would be Patrick Byrne who was to be guide to both the 1817 & 1818 Oxley Expeditions. 

 
Oxley, in his 1817 Journal states ñThe creek was named Byrne's Creek, after one of the present 
party, who had accompanied Mr.Evans in his former journey.  and Allan Cunningham states ŲEvans 
named it the 
Lachlan in honour of the Governor, and established a military depôt at a spot which he called 
Byrne's  
Creek. 

3
 

 
Patrick must have greatly impressed George Evans as it was most uncommon for a convict to 
be honoured by the application of their name to a geographical feature. Unfortunately his name 
was not to be used through history; Byrne s Creek is now known as Mandagery Creek. 

 
When it is considered that it was common for Patrick to be recorded as BURNS and the 
recording of history often depended on the transcribing of names, from almost illegible script, we 
can see that BURNS has been transcribed as NURNS. 

 
The author made a journey to the above mentioned monument in August 2005 and was pleased to see the error 

associated with Byrne s name had been corrected from Nurns and the name of James Butler also added. 
 
This means the monument now lists 4 people going with Evans, contrary to the above extraction 
from  
Macquarie s journal which authorized 3 persons 

 
It should be pointed out at this point that whilst there is a tendency for some to think James Burne, 
who accompanied Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson during May 1813, Evans on his 1813-14 
journey to the Bathurst Plains, and was dismissed by Cox during the building of the New Western 
Road, and Patrick Byrne were the same person; this is not the case. 

 
Richard Johnson in his ĂIn Search of the Inland Seaò refers to Patrick as being bad tempered ; quoting 
M.H. Ellis in his book ñLachlan Macquarieò who states Cox employing ñ As guide he engaged the 
mysterious Mr Byrne who had been with the previous expeditions ï a man of irascible temper and high 
stomached outlook and a lover of his own freedom.  

 
This is true that this person was on both expeditions ie. with Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson and 
with Evans to Bathurst Plains in 1813 
 
However it wasn t our Patrick. 
 
George Mackaness in Ă Fourteen Journeys over the Blue Mountains of NSW 1813-1814ó states Evans 
companions on his 1813 journey to cross the Great Divide consisted of two freemen Richard Lewis, 
James Burns or Byrnes and 3 convicts, John Tygh, John Coogan, John Grover. And these persons 
were paid from the Police Fund on 23

rd
 May 1814 and are listed in the Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 

6038; SZ758 p.489) for their discoveries - Burns paid as Burne , Coogan as 
 
 
1 AK Weatherburn ĂGeorge William Evans, explorer  published by Angus & Robinson (1966)  
2 Memoirs of William Cox, J.P.Anonymous .  



Project Gutenberg at http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks04/0400191.txt 
3      John Oxley  Journals of Two Expeditions into the Interior of New South Wales  Part I  Apr 29

th
  1817; and Allen 

Cunningham s Journals - Ida Lee at Gutenberg Project.  
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Cogan; he was Cogan on receipt of his Conditional Pardon on 9
th

  Febrauary 1814 and Tygh as  
Tighe. John Tighe was the guide to Cox s party building the New Road and was registered as John  
Tygue on his Conditional Pardon, received on the same day as John Cogan and John Grover.. 

 
James Burne, who was employed by Cox as a superintendent, on the building of the New Road 
over the mountains refused to take orders unless directly from Cox and left the party when Cox 
told him that he would convey orders however he wished. Burns would not have been able to 
leave unless he was a freeman, which Patrick wasn t at that time. 
 

Patrick Byrne arrived in the colony on 16
th

 February 1813 and was not a freeman in May of that 
year; in fact his Conditional Pardon for accompanying Evans to Lachlan River in 1815, was 

granted on 5th June of 1815.
1
 

 
With the land west of the Great Divide opened forever, the mystery to be solved was ñWhere do all 
the rivers run?ò 
 
On 24

th
 March 1817 Governor Lachlan Macquarie issue instructions to John Oxley ñé..for 

conducting and leading an expedition for the purpose of prosecuting the discoveries made some 

time since to the westward of the Blue Mountains of New South Wales, by Mr. George William 

Evansééò
2
 

 
Oxley was selected as Earl Bathurst, Secretary of State for the Colonies, instructed that the 
person in charge was to be an ñé.officer belonging to this government.   
The order continuedé 

 
First.ðWith the view of facilitating the objects of the present expedition, and in justice to his 
former zealous and successful exertions in making the original discoveries in the interior, to the 
westward of the Blue Mountains; the Right Honourable the Secretary of State has directed, that in 
the farther prosecution of these discoveries, Mr. George William Evans, deputy surveyor of lands, 
should be associated with the person appointed to head and direct the expedition; and to be 
considered the second in command of it. You are therefore to consider Mr. Evans as next in 
command to yourself during the progress of the expedition, and to consult with him on all 
operations and points connected therewith; it being presumed from his local experience in the 

interior, he will be able to afford you very useful information and assistance.
3
 

 
It is therefore safe to assume that Evans would have strongly recommended the inclusion of 
Patrick in the persons to accompany Oxley and himself. Patrick was selected as Guide and 

Horseleader.
4
 

 
Apart from a reference to Simpson and later, Blake in the second journey, Byrne was the only 
convict to be named in the Cunningham and Oxley Journals. 
 
From Cunningham s Journal: 
 
1817 

 
- ˈJuly 7th. Monday. This morning Mr. Oxley left our encampment on his journey westerly, 
accompanied by Fraser, Burns and Simpson, with provisions for six daysé.   
Oxley 
 

-ˈJuly 25
th

    éé.has fallen 3İ inches since last night, and in 4 hours it dropped 1İ inches. Burns, 

who had 

 

1 NSW State Records Index of Convict Pardons CP 5
th

    (Reel 774; 4/4430, COD 088) 



2 John Oxley  Journals of Two Expeditions into the Interior of New South Wales  Appendix Part I no 1  
3 Ibid  
4 Ibid , No.1a   
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visited with his dogs the elevated grounds, brought us a fine large emu which they had selected 
from a large flock. He reported that about 2 miles south from us he came to the shores of an 

extensive lake, forming a very large sheet of water encircled by a sandy beach 
1
 

 
From Oxley s Journal: 
 
1817 

 
-ñJuly 25. . Our bridge was finished by one oclock, but it being too late to cross the horses and baggage this 

evening, I went in company with Byrne on horseback to view the country to the southward.ò 

 
-ñ August 2 We were again disappointed in our hopes of crossing by means of trees, as the flood 
which still continued swept them away as soon as felled. I sent Byrne up the stream to endeavour 
to find a better place; but he returned in the afternoon without any success:é 

 
-ò Aug 3 éé.I rode up the river with Byrne to see the branch: I found it but an inconsiderable 

one, being merely a lagoon, except in times of flood like the present,..ò
2
 

 
1818 
 
For the second expedition, Patrick was designated as ŲHuntsmanó 

 
-ñJune 24 Byrne, who was at the head of the hunting party, surprised an old native man and woman, 

the former digging for rats, or roots, the other lighting a fire: they did not perceive him till he was 

within a few yards of them, when the man threw his wooden spade at Byrne, which struck his horse; 

then taking his old woman by the hand, they set off with the utmost celerity, particularly when they saw 

the dogs,éò
3
 

 
These few, scarce references to Patrick s participation, belies his importance to the expedition.  
It is quite obvious that Patrick, with his dogs, was invaluable to the survival of the party. With the 
loss of provisions from the boats, in the early days on the Lachlan, the game brought down, 
kangaroos, emus, and even a native dog(dingo), provided the much needed protein and 
sustenance. 
 
Naturally Patrick was amongst those who received Absolute Pardons, on the return of the 1818 

expedition.
4
 He also received a donation for his services, from the Police Fund, in the March quarter 

of 1819;
5
 which followed a Ădonation for services as guide over the Mountainsó and Ăhorned cattleó, in 

March 1818,.
6
 

 
What has never been pointed out, by Oxley, Evans or historians from that day to this, is that 
Patrick did not have to participate in either of the expeditions as he was a free man within the 

colony, having held a Conditional Pardon since 5
th

 June 1815. Macquarie had extended the 
courtesy of announcing Parr would be the mineralogist on the first expedition, even though he 
only held a Ticket of Leave and did not receive a Conditional Pardon till February 1818. 

 
Patrick returned to the Bathurst area where, in October 1820 he was called to give evidence 
against William Cox before the Bigge Commission. Commissioner Bigge, was appointed to 
conduct an exhaustive investigation, into the Government and life of the Colony. 
 
Charles Fraser made a written submission to Commissioner Bigge, accusing William Cox of 

 
1 Allen Cunningham s Journals - Ida Lee at Gutenberg Project.  
2 John Oxley  Journals of Two Expeditions into the Interior of New South Wales  Chapter 1.  
3 Ibid  Chapter II  
4 Colonial secretary Index (Reel 6038;SZ759,pp.543-4)   



5 Ibid (Reel 6038;SZ1044, p.54 )  
6 Ibid (Reel 6048; 4/1742 p44)   
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illegally using Government servants, stock, land and stores for his own use. 

 
As a result Commissioner Bigge conducted hearings at Bathurst, during 1820, to hear evidence 
from convicts and emancipists who had been involved in working for Cox. Those giving 
evidence included James Blake, Patrick Byrne, and Richard Kippas. 

 
Kippas, a rough carpenter, who had been listed to go with Oxley, broke a leg and had to be 
replaced. Interestingly he gave evidence that 5 months after his arrival aboard the Indefatigable 
he, and several other convicts escaped to the west of the mountains in an endeavour to reach a 
Dutch settlement on the west coast of Australia. He claimed they reached a point 150 miles west 
of Bathurst. This would have been within 20 miles(32kms) of present day Condobolin. 

 
One may say it is a most unlikely scenario however why was he chosen to go with Oxley and 
not confined to the Goal Gang. 
 
The submitted evidence indicated Cox was not only guilty of misappropriating labour, stock, 
property, stores and materials but also of recommending an excess of pardons for convicts. 

 
When we consider the persons who gave supporting evidence to Fraser s submission, it clearly 
illustrates that Fraser, the Colony botanist on both expeditions, spent hours around the camp 
fire, discussing more than the weather, with the convict members of the party. 
 
On 12

th
 October 1820, at a sitting of the Bigge Commission, in Bathurst, Patrick gave evidence 

that :- 
 

- He was first employed to accompany Mr Evans from Bathurst to Lachlan River; (this is   
additional confirmation that he was one of the three persons on this journey)for which 
he received his Emancipation.(he received his Conditional Pardon on 5

th
 June 1815)   

- He was sent to Mr Cox to mark out the road from Bathurst to Limestone Rock, a distance 
of 56 miles (90 kms) after which he stayed at Bathurst making bricks and getting timber at 
StringyBark and splitting it for post rails.   

- Cox never paid him (he was emancipated and due to be paid for his labours) for 
marking the road or his work afterwards.   

- He came up in March and went down in May 1816. Cox promised to recommend him to the 
Governor to get a Farm, as he said it would be better for him than getting a pardon. Patrick   
never received such a recommendation.  

 In January 1817 he came up(to Bathurst), to mark the road to the depot site on the Lachlan 
River. Cox, Lewis(Superintendent of Bathurst) and two soldiers accompanied him.   

 There was widespread abuse of use of Government men and animals by Cox and Lewis.  
 

 
In his evidence James Blake swore before the Commissioner 

 
 Two horses were sent with Byrne and himself to prevent them being worked by anyone 

else before the expedition. Cox wanted the horses, they refused.   
 The horses which were in poor condition when supplied by Robert Hazard, died from   

inflamed bowels; Cox charged them with poisoning the horses and they were sent down 

to Sydney. They were acquitted of the charge.
1
  

 
 
 
 
2 The Evidence of the Bigge Reports ï New South Wales under Governor Macquarieéé.John Ritchie Vol 1 The Oral   

Evidence, Wm Heineman Aust P/L 1971   ISBN o85561 027 1  
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On Wednesday 18

th
 October , Commissioner Bigge departed Bathurst to meet with Governor 

Macquarie who was on an inspection of Western and Southern Countries some time since 

discovered by Chas.Throsby ñHe was attended by Mr. Secry. Scott, Mr. Oxley, Mr. Cordeaux, and 

Dr. Hill -- and also by Chas. Fraser, the Colonial Botanist, besides a numerous Retinue of 

Servants -- all mounted, having 7 Pack Horses to carry their Baggage. ---They [left] Bathurst on 

Wednesday the 18th. Instant and have been 9 days on the way -- the distance (measured) from 

Bathurst Town to Bathurst Lake being 138 miles. 
1
 

 
Patrick Byrne was one of the servants, and would have relished riding, after many thousands of 
miles, mostly walking on the expeditions. 

 
Some years after this journey, on New Year s day, 1825, Patrick, who was living at Emu Valley, near  
Bathurst, sent a letter to Major Morriset, the Commandant of Bathurst, requesting a promised 
reward which had not been paid. Unable to write he made his mark. 

 
The reward, of ȥ4, promised by Governor Macquarie, was for Patrick finding a horse, the 

property of the Crown.
2
 

 
During the journey of inspection to Lake Bathurst, on Sunday 22

nd
 October 1820, Macquarie s 

party lost 9 or 10 horses, three belonging to Macquarie, and as not all were found; Patrick 

most likely found one during the party s return to Sydney.
3
 

 
Robert Fopp, who arrived in the Colony in 1809, as a butler to Governor Macquarie, remained in 
the Colony and took up land at numerous places in the Colony. He also had considerable cattle 

under the charge of Patrick at Emu Valley, near Bathurst.
4
 

 
Patrick was here when he was appointed, by Governor Brisbane in early 1823, on the 
recommendation of Mr Lawson, to guide Percy Simpson s party, with oxen and carts, from 
Bathurst to establish the settlement of Wellington Valley, where Simpson was to be 
Superintendent.

5
 

 
Byrne refused point blank, saying the only track he knew was that which he had traveled with 
Mr Oxley, and it was unfit for carts. 

 
Simpson sent George Chambers,(his principal overseer, who later in 1823 planned to 
overthrow the Wellington Valley establishment and steal the cattle) to have Patrick 

reconsider his decision.
6
 

 
On 9

th
 February Chambers wrote to Percy Simpson, advising that he had contacted Patrick 

Burns(sic) at Emu Valley who replied 

 
ñ.. he will by no means undertake to guide the Govt. Drays to that Station, but is willing to 
accompany myself or the Commandant or any other person or persons, in company with Three 
Pack Horses and three men so as to Mark a Road, for your further guidance hereafter with the 
Govt. Drays, as he clearly forsees the necessity of men to erect Bridges for passing the 
Govt.Drays to form the Establishment, which would at least occupy seven or eight weeks to 
convey the Govt. Drays to Wellington Valley 
 
At the same time he has requested Mr Fopp  to proceed to Bathurst to have interview with the 
Commandant, 
 
 
1 From Library , Macquarie University; Lachlan Macquarie ĂJournal of A Tour of Inspection to the Western and 

Southern Countries some time since discovered by Chas.Throsby Esqr. In Octr. & Novr. 1820  
2 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel: 6065;4/1801 p.11)   
3 From Library , Macquarie University; Lachlan Macquarie ĂJournal of A Tour of Inspection to the Western 



and Southern Countries some time since discovered by Chas.Throsby Esqr. In Octr. & Novr. 1820   
4 Colonial Secretary Index , FOPP Robert)   
5 Ibid (Reel 6069;4/1818 pp.10,35-44)  
6 Ibid (Reel 6069; 4/1818 pp.88, 92-3, 97-121, 124-5, 127-8, 131-49, 166, 169, 179-80)   
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as he is one of the persons whose cattle he has under his Charge and whatever arrangement 
Mr Fopp may make, respecting the same he is immediately ready and willing to Comply with, as 
fair (sic) as regards Marking a Road retuning to his c????? again directly. 
 

George Chambers 
 
On the following day, Robert Fopp wrote Percy Simpson , 

 
ˈIn compliance with your request I have to Inform you that I have not the least objection to Patrick 
Burn(sic) to go to Mark the Road to forward the expedition to Wellington Valley, and to return 
immediately - But to accompany the Wagons both ways will take him at least two months therefore 
as he has Charge of his stock which amounts to about six hundred ï I cannot take upon myself to 
give you him for that time. 
 

Robert Fopp 

 
Fopp s letter counters Simpson s claim Patrick was only trying to get more money to carry out the 
guiding duties. Rather Patrick showed himself to be a man of principles who saw his duty was to 
those who had entrusted him with a fortune in livestock. Patrick appears to have also supervised 
Sergeant Whalen s property and stock. Charles Fraser, Colonial Botanist, in evidence to the Bigge 
Commission, at Bathurst, in 1820, stated - ñPatrick Byrne is I believe Storekeeper to Sergeant 
Whalan and some other individuals at Sidmouth Valley.ò

1
 

 
Sergeant Charles Whalan was the commandant of the Governor s Body Guard of  Light Horse. 

 
The records merely state the robbery took place at Patrick s house at Emu Valley; with no mention of 

ownership of the land. However as Patrick requested permission from Mr Fopp before acceding to Percy  
Simpson s request, Mr Fopp was at the very least, the owner of the greatest number of cattle 

 
Simpson made other arrangements by using the services of a native from the Wellington Valley. 
They took the oxen and drays by another route that saw the drays sunk to their axles. However 
they did succeed in getting through; and the settlement was established. 

 
Later in 1823, Patrick s house at Emu Valley was robbed by John Bates (Asia 1820), Uriah Smith 
(Mangles 1820), George Pierce (Agamemnon 1820 aka Pease/Purse), James Harris (Hadlow 
1820), John Askey (Grenada 1819), and William Green (Earl St.Vimcent 1820). Bates, Askey and 
Green are specifically recorded as having deserted from Wellington Valley whilst all were living 
Ăin the bush .

2
 

 
The six offenders were convicted, sentenced to 100 lashes, at Bathurst, in Dec 1823 and 
transferred to Port Macquarie and Wellington Valley. 
 
Patrick evidently loved the lands he helped open up. In the muster of 1822 he is recorded in the area,

3
 as 

he was in the 1823/4/5 Muster,
4
 employed by Aspinall, of Aspinall & Browne, merchants; and in the 1828 

Census
5
 he is again recorded at Bathurst, as 50 years of age Ălabourer , the owner of 15 cattle but no 

land. 
 
 
 
1 The Evidence of the Bigge Reports ï New South Wales under Governor Macquarieéé.John Ritchie Vol 1 The Oral  

Evidence, Wm Heineman Aust P/L 1971   ISBN o85561 027 1 p.175-6 Letter to Bigge Aug 1820.  
2 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6023;4/6671 p.107)   
3 General muster and land and stock muster of New South Wales 1822 / edited by Carol J. Baxter Sydney : ABGR 

in association with the Society of Australian Genealogists, 1988   
4 General muster list of New South Wales 1823, 1824, 1825 / edited by Carol J. Baxter Sydney : 

Australian Biographical & Genealogical Record for the Society of Australian Genealogists, 1999   



5 Census of New South Wales, November 1828 / edited by Malcolm R. Sainty & Keith A. Johnson. Sydney : Library 
of Australian History, 1980   
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George William Evans 
 

5
th

 Jan 1780 - 16 Oct 1852 Commissary-
Storekeeper/Surveyor/ Explorer/Book seller-publisher/Art teacher 

 

 
ñGeorge William Evans, Deputy-Surveyor of Lands, came forward at this stage as the most 
prominent figure in Australian exploration. To him is due the honour, without dispute or 
cavil, of being the first discoverer of an Australian river flowing into the interior. For some 
reason he has never received adequate recognition of his important explorations, and he is 
well-nigh forgotten by the people of New South Wales, the state that has benefited most by 
his labours. After Oxley's second expedition, his name appears to have been 
overshadowed by his official superior's. Yet his work was invariably successful, and his 

labour in the field unremitting.  
1
 

 
1780 -1802 

 
George William Evans, the first of twelve children, was born to William Evans and Ann Southam, at 

Warwick
2
, é..where his father is widely reported as being secretary to the Earl of Warwick. In  

1859 the fourth creation of the title of Earl of Warwick was invested on Francis Greville, the Lord 
Brooke, who controlled Warwick Castle. His full title becoming The Earl Brooke and Earl of 
Warwick; he applied for permission to use the more prestigious Earl of Warwick solely. This was 
not granted however it became commonly used. 

 
The Second Earl Brooke and Earl of Warwick, George Greville, succeeded to the title in 1773 

and it was to him that William Evans was Secretary.
3
 

 
There are varying reports of his birth date however in his historical work "A Geographical Historical 

and Topographical Description of Van Diemen's Land"
4
 he records his birth date as 5

th
 January 

1780. 
 
Growing up in the safe environs of Warwick Castle William was afforded an education which 
allowed him to be trained in art and apprenticed to an engineer/architect where he gained some 

surveying knowledge.
5
 

 
In 1798, with professional knowledge and the urge to travel, George gained passage to Cape 
Province, aboard a ship commanded by Captain Thomas Melville, a friend of his father.  
The journey was obviously an enjoyable one for young George and the captain s 15 year old 

daughter, Jennett who was named after her mother; she was christened at St. George In The 

East, Stepney, London, England, on 7
th

 September 1783.
6
 

 
Rather than being a shipboard Ăfling  it was to be the real thing, with them being married on 14

th 
 

 
1 The Explorers of Australia and their Life-Work, by Ernest Favenc, Explorer and author; Whitcombe and 

Tombs Limited 1908   
2 A.L Graeme-Evans extracted from Vol 2. Tasmanian Rogues and Absconders 1803-1875 for Tasmania Week 

series published by The Mercury newspaper   
3 Wikipeadia - Earl of Warwick  
4 "A Geographical Historical and Topographical Description of Van Diemen's Land" by George William Evans,   

published in London, England in 1822  
5 A.L Graeme-Evans extracted from Vol 2. Tasmanian Rogues and Absconders 1803-1875 for Tasmania Week 

series published by The Mercury newspaper.   
6 LDS Family search   IGI records Saint George In The East, Stepney, London, England   
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April 1802, by the Chaplaincy of the British Forces at Capetown.
1
 

 
Upon his arrival he gained employment in the Naval Storekeeper s Department at the Cape of  
Good Hope for the next four years till the British left this colony. 

 
In his Memorial of September 1824, to Governor Brisbane George details his departure from Cape of 
Good Hope and arrival in New South Wales ñé. now induced upon the breaking up of the 
establishments, in that Colony at the Peace of Amiens of 1802, to accompany Captain Kent, of the 
Royal Navy, in His Majestyós Ship ŲBuffaloó, in which Ship Mr Oxley, the present Surveyor General of 
New South Wales, then an Officer / to Sydney where His Excellency Governor King was pleased to 
appoint your Memorialist as Acting Deputy Commissary, there being no opening for your  
Memorialist in the Surveyor Generalós Department until after the departure of Surveyor General  
Grimes in 1804 for Europe; when His Excellency was pleased to appoint your Memorialist to that 

situation. 
2
 

 
1802 ï 1809 

 
Also aboard Buffalo on its arrival in Sydney, on 16

th
 October 1802, was Major George 

Johnston, later Lieutenant Colonel, who assumed Lieutenant Governorship on 26 January 1808 

and arrested Governor Bligh; and administered the colony until 28 July 1808.
3
  

George s stated position of Acting Deputy Commissary, was referred to in the Colony, as 
Storekeeper. A fortnight after arrival George was appointed to this position in charge of the issue 
and receipt of grain at Parramatta , a position he held till August 1803,

4
 when he was appointed 

Acting Surveyor General of Lands, replacing Charles Grimes
5
 who was given leave of absence to 

England from 1804 to 1806 . 

 
On the other side of the globe, Britain declared war on France and the loyal followers of the 
King, formed Loyalist Associations in the Colony, in readiness for any repercussions which might 

eventuate. The Parramatta Loyalist Association was formed in December 1803.
6
  

Its first call to arms was not against the French, but rather the Irish rebels who broke out of the 
Castle Hill Barracks with the intention of joining other rebel convicts and marching firstly on 
Parramatta, and then on Sydney, to seize ships and make their way to Ireland and freedom. 

 
The rebels never made it to Parramatta, but 15 were killed and the rest captured, punished and 
returned to confinement by the men of the NSW Corp, led by Major George Johnston at, what 

was to be known as, The Battle of Vinegar Hill, on 5
th

 March 1804.
7
 

 
One of the Loyalists at Parramatta was Sergeant Major George William Evans, who was 

promoted to Lieutenant of Parramatta Association on 3
rd

 May 1804.
8
 

 
The first Land Grants in Parramatta were made on 30

th
 March 1791, amongst which were grants on the 

north bank of the Parramatta River, directly opposite Macarthurs  Elizabeth Farm. The Webb brothers, 

seamen from the Sirius received adjacent land grants at ĂThe Fields of Marsò(Parramatta)of 60 acres 

on 22 February 1792 and 30 acres on 25
th

 July 1794, that they sold 
 
 
 
1 LDS Family search . source ĂMilitary Records(births,marriages and burials) Cape Province 1795-1803  
2 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6060; 4/1775 p.144).   
3 Ibid; preface to JOHNSTON, George (Lieutenant Colonel).  
4 Ibid; (Reel 6037;SZ990,pg 54)  
5 Ibid; (Reel  6037;SZ991 pg 57)  
6 Ibid: (Reel 6039, SZ756 pp.653; Reel 6037, SZ991 pp.83-4)  
7 The Battle of Vinegar Hill. Lynette Ramsey Silver. Doubleday. 1989   
8 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6037;SZ992 p.47)   
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to   Captain Thomas Melville, George s father-in-law for the sum of   £100.
1
 

 
Capt. Melville was a hero to people of the Colony which was on the verge of famine, when he 

brought Speedy , load with provisions, into Port Jackson on 8
th

 June 1794. His report that there 
were a further 5 provision ships on the way reassured the Colony that the Government wanted the 

settlement to succeed.
2
 

 
Capt. Melville presented the land to his daughter, Jennet, and her husband, George who later 
sold the property 
 
The property became the site of Moreton House, later Macarthur House, home of the 
Headmaster of Kings School. 
 
Thanks to the foresight, dedication and hard work of Dick Pyke, Macarthur House has been 
restored and stands at 8 Melville St, Parramatta. 
 
Mr Pike tells of the foundations of an old jetty amongst the mangroves and the remnants of an old cottage 

garden, on the lowest levels which he located in the early 1960 s. As the first notable floods of the 1800 s 

were in 1806 it is possible these historic traces were here prior to that date. 
 

 
George s surveying duties were centered on the Nepean River, South Creek, Richmond Hill 
areas and in September 1804, George made the first of many notable discoveries when he 
discovered the New Western River, which joined the Nepean River. In 1810 Governor Macquarie, 
on being told by a native inhabitant that it was called Warragombie, directed that it be called that 
in future. It is known today as the Warragamba River.

3
 

 
Further river exploration took place in September ï October 1804 when George explored 25 miles up 

the Hawkesbury River, charting previously unknown waters. His explorations were set to continue in 

the new year, when he was to examine Shoal s Haven. This did not happen till 1812.
4
 

 
Just eighteen months after commencing his surveying duties for the Government, they came to an 
abrupt end when he was discharged on February 25

th
 1805 by Governor Philip Gidley King, for 

fraud .5  
The following advertisement, in the Sydney Gazette of 30

th
 December 1804 was the beginning 

of the end of George William Evans term as Acting Surveyor-General of Lands. 
 

 

The Sydney Gazette 30
th

  December 1804 
 

Secretaryôs Office 

 
Whereas a Grant of Land not yet executed, but having the Colonial Seal affixed thereto, made 
out upon parchment in the name of Mr G.W.Evans of 459 ½ acres, has by some means been 
purloined from this Office. I do hereby offer a Reward for Ten Guineas for the Discovery thereof 
and bringing to conviction the offender. 
 
 D D MANN Clerk 

1 The Cradle City of Parramatta by James Jervis  edited by George Mackanass,   City of Parramatta 
2 The New South Wales Diary of Richard Atkins, published by the Division of Law, Macquarie University sourced 

 online at  http://www.law.mq.edu.au/scnsw/html/atkins_intro.htm  
3 Journal of a Tour/of Governor Macquarie s first Inspection of the Interior of the Colony commencing on Tuesday the  

6
th

  Nov. 1810. Macquarie University Library  

4 Sydney Gazette 27
th

  January 1805  
5 National Library of Aust online at    www.nla.gov.au/exhibitions/upsidedown/timeline/1805.htm/   
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This advertisement was followed by the publication of a General Order, in the Gazette on 

24
th

 February 1805 

 
ñIn consequence of an unexecuted Grant of Land being purloined from The Secretarys Office by a 
person who had access thereto, and the names of the Governor, Secretary and necessary Witnesses 
forged, for the purpose of making an illegal Transfer thereon, which, when transacted the Grant 
appears to have been destroyed, to prevent the Offender being tried by a Criminal Court for their 
forgeries: but such a deliberate breach of Trust, and the Evils resulting thereby to the security of 
personal property will not admit to such acts passing unpunished His Excellency has removed the 
Offender from the public Situation he held and directed the Ground to revert to the  
Crown.ò 
 

 
The next passage revokes an existing Order to ensure the same offence could not happen in 
the future. 
 
The last paragraph, below, does not mention George Evans by name, obviously in an attempt 
by Governor King to afford him some protection from universal scorn and in recognition of the 
association between the two families and the Melvilles. 

 
ĂAll future Applications ***** Land are to be made in writing to the Secretary, until a person can 
be appointed to do the duty of the Surveyor General during his absence.  
 

 
One can only ponder what affect Evans  discharge and subsequent curtailing of his 
explorations had on the development of the Colony. 
 

 
The ensuing years saw George and Jennett, and their blossoming young family, farming on 
their Hawkesbury River property. 
 
In September of 1810 their family consisted of :-  
Ann Southam b.1803 d. 1885 m. Richard William Fryett 1818 Hobart 
Harriett b. 1804 Sydney m John Beamont 1820 Hobart 
William Melville b. 1806/7 Sydney 
Elizabeth Margaret Linney b.1809 Sydney .

1
 

Their family was completed with a further three children ï  
George Francis b after 1810 Hobart m (1) Rebecca Letitia I. Faulkner 1837 Hobart (2) Jane 
Eliza Swifte(Keach) 1854 Hobart  
John Thomas b. Windsor NSW, 1812 d. 1871 m. Mary Downey 1837 Hobart 
Jane Isabella b.Hobart 1820 d 1905 Burwood NSW m. Vincent W. Giblin 1841 Brighton Tas.  
Their eldest son George, had been left with Jennet s parents on departing Cape of Good Hope in  
1802 and did not arrive in the Antipodes till late 1825. 
 
However their farm years proved to be traumatic. 
 
On 27th March 1806 the Hawkesbury River flooded; vividly described in the Sydney Gazette of 

30
th

 March, reaching a height of 48 feet (14.64m) at Windsor Bridge. Five persons drowned, wheat 
and barley reserves were destroyed and innumerable stock of every description was carried away.  
In August the river flooded again to a height of 47feet(14.33m) and in October a lesser height of 
 
 
 
1      Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6002;4/3490C,p.169)  

33 



 
30feet(9.15m) was reached.

1
 

The results were catastrophic. 

 
Not only did the Evans  suffer, but so did all the residents on the Hawkesbury and ultimately the 
colonies of New South Wales and Van Diemen s Land, as the Hawkesbury was the ĂFood Bowl  
of the Colonies.  
Near famine conditions resulted and just as the agriculture production was normalizing, the 
Hawkesbury was struck again. In May and August of 1809 flood levels of 48 feet(14.64m) and 

47 ½ feet(14.49m) were recorded.
2
 

 
Evans was appointed to the position of Deputy Surveyor of Lands at Port Dalrymple, by 
Lieut.Governor Paterson, on 27

th
 October 1809 , Ă until an opportunity shall offer of going thither 

to do duty at this Settlementó  
Paterson submitted this appointment to the Secretary of State to the Colonies, for confirmation on 
6th November, however Lieut. Colonel Lachlan Macquarie took command of the Colony, and in 
so doing set about reversing many of the grants and appointments which had accompanied the 
removal of Governor Bligh. 

1810 -1812 

 
George, eager to see that he didn t lose his recently return to the Government fold, wrote to  
Governor Macquarie :-

3
 

 
18

th
 Jan 1810 

Sir,  
Having been appointed by Lieut Governor Paterson to act as Surveyor and having fulfilled that 
duty for the last three month, I have attended in obedience to your Excellencyós Commands to 
surrender my charts of that part of the Colony which I have been directed to do duty in.  
I have at the same time taken the liberty to enclose letters of recommendation from some good 
personages in England which I request your Excellency will have the goodness to peruse, and if 
you should be pleased to appoint me surveyor; I flatter myself with competent to the duty and that 
my conduct will meet your Excellencyós approbation.  

G W Evans  
Whilst no immediate response to his application to be appointed Surveyor was forthcoming  
George s application for his family to be victualled from Stores, as a married person in the 
employ of the Government, was approved. 

 
Later in the month Evans was requested to advise whereabouts of papers, books and 
mathematical instruments taken from William Bligh at the time of his arrest; these included pocket 
compass/ case of drawing instruments/ circumferentor with sights ( a surveyor s compass 
superseded by the theodolite). / and a parallel ruler.

4
 

 
Evans requested permission to have the instruments and issued the following receipt on 31

st
 

Jan 1810. 
 
Sir,  
I have this day received from His Excellency the Governor the following Mathematical 
Instruments to be used in the service of the Government by me as a Land Surveyor. Viz:- 
 

 
1 Disastrous Decade by Michelle Nichols(Deerubbin Press 2001) sourced from 

http://www.hawkesburyhistory.org.au/articles/floods.html  
2 Ibid   
3 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6042; 9/2736 p.12)  
4 Ibid (Reel6042; 9/2736 p.37)   
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1 case of Drawing Instruments  
1 circumferentor with sights 
A parallel ruler  

I have also belonging to Government a Mahogany Pocket Compass for all which I hold 
myself responsible. 
 
To Campbell Esq Signed 

Secretary, Sydney G W Evans 

 
During the next two years his survey and exploration work included accompanying Macquarie up 
the New Western River (Warragoombie/Warragamba) River and setting up the ĂMacquarie 
Towns -Pitt Town, Windsor, Wilberforce, Richmond and Castlereagh.

1
  

It was 1812 before he took up duties in Van Diemen s Land. 
 

Departing Port Jackson on 4
th

  November 1811, aboard the Lady Nelson, Governor and Mrs  
Macquarie on their way to Van Diemen s Land were forced to take shelter the next day éé.and 
anchored in Jarvis's* Bay at 1 p.m. under the Lee of Bowen Island, in six fathom water, and 
most excellent safe anchorage é.

2
  

(*Macquarie s misspelling of Jervis can be attributed to the fact that his first wife and his 
man servant were both named Jarvis) 

 
Obviously impressed with the potential of such a fine anchorage George William Evans was 
sent by Macquarie to investigate the area. 

 
Incredibly no record of this journey is recorded in the Colonial Secretary Index where all 
correspondence to/from the Governor s office between 1788 -1825 are recorded. However an 
Anonymous Journal of an Expedition Overland from Jervis Bay to Mr Broughtonós Farm near 
Appin, March 25

th
    - April 17 (1812) attributed to G.W. Evans, is found at the Mitchell Library   as 

Journal   C709. 

 
Historian A K(Keith) Weatherburn , historian and a direct descendant of G.W. Evans, records, in 
R.A.H.S. JOURNAL Vol 46, Pt 2 June 1960, that comparison of peculiar spellings with Evans  
Surveyor s Field Book no.96, and the evidence of a handwriting expert leaves no doubt that the 
report was the work of Evans. His Memorial to Governor Brisbane in September 1824 also 
confirms his participation in the journey. Whilst he recollected it being 1811, Weatherburn 
confirms a calendar check of the days/dates that it was 1812. 

 
Much of the following is indebted to Mr Weatherburn in his R.A.H.S. article Exploration of the 
Jervis Bay, Shoalhaven and Illawarra Districts, 1797 ï 1812. 

 
Evans and his party, which included the young aborigine named Bundle, who had impressed 

Governor Macquarie during his inspection tour of the Cowpastures district in 1810,
3
 and most 

likely recommended that Evans take him on the journey, departed Port Jackson on March 26, 
1812 aboard the Lady Nelson.  
During March 28

th
 and April 2

nd
 a land survey of the Jervis Bay shoreline took place, during which 

time Evans was bitten by a snake. Fortunately he survived and on April 3
rd

 the party set forth from 
the present day site of Huskisson, for 5 ½ miles along the south bank of the Currambee Creek, 
where they crossed in a bark canoe, no doubt fashioned by Bundle. 
 
 
1 Tracking & Mapping the Explorers, Vol.1, The Lachlan River, John Whitehead 2003 Coonabarabran NSW Pg.31  
2 Journey to/from Van Diemens Land to New South Wales 1811 Lachlan Macquarie - Macquarie University Library   
3 Journal of a Tour of Governor Macquarie s first Inspection of the Interior of the Colony 1810. Macquarie University  

Library   
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Weatherburn acknowledges Evans as the builder of the bark canoes, which he may have claimed 
to have done, however we see Oxley, in their later explorations to the inland, ridiculing the efforts 
of his men attempting to make craft for river crossing, saying the natives would be laughing at 
their attempts. It is therefore safe to say Bundle would have been responsible for the successful 
crossing of the rivers on this journey. 
 
The party camped at Flat Rock Creek on the night of April 4

th
 before following the creek 

downstream to the Shoalhaven River, about 1 ½ miles (2.4km) west of the present day 
Nowra, where another bark canoe was made. 
 
The value of Bundle is illustrated in Evans account of the crossing  
I ventured to swim but felt the cramp coming on; I returned to the shore. Two of the men could not 
swim which ŲBundleó conveyed over in the canoe. I remained till last, fearful that if I had used it 
first my weight might swamp her, as it was very bad and leaked much; I stripped myself and sent 
my clothes over; it rained hard; at last it came to my turn; I ventured into the canoe and brought it 
down within two inches of the water; Thank God I landed safe: we were six hours making the Bank 
and conveying ourselves and our Baggage over. 

 
This passage also lets us know that George was very much like his portraits that show him to be 
of stocky build. 
 
Today, approximately 6 miles( 10kms) north of Nowra we are able to see the panorama surrounding 
Cambewarra Lookout, where George recorded his feelings upon scaling Cambewarra Mountain; an 
ascent of three miles which took 10 hours through heavy brush, massive timber, vines and 
undergrowth; ˈone of the finest views I have ever seen; it would have been impossible for a Painter to 
Beautify it.  From the summit he saw a broad expanse of water to the south of  
Jervis Bayé. St George s Basin. 

 
The intention had been to travel directly north to Appin; however Evans could see that it would be 
an impossible task and descended through vines and briars, over thirty to forty foot cliffs; lowering 
the baggage using the measuring chain, to the valley of Bundewallah Creek that was followed to a 
point half a mile north of the present site of Berry. 

 
At this point the party turn towards the coast, crossing Broughton Mill, and Broughton Creeks 
and Crooked River; reaching the coast at Black Point.(near present day Gerroa) 
 
Evans concluded ˈ..it is my opinion that if the small River (Broughton Creek) is Navigable this 
part of the Country would make a beautiful Settlement.  
 
On April 11

th
 they commenced north along the coast passing the present day sites of Kiama and 

Port Kembla. Six miles (10kms) north of Red Point(Port Kembla) Evans decided to head inland 
and set a course of West 20Ǔ N for Mr Broughton s hut at Appin. 
 
In his Memorial, of 6

th
 September 1824, to Governor Brisbane, George vividly describes the 

hardships endured ï  
Ųééésuffered incredible hardships and difficulties in so doing, having been without food for 
three days together and nearly exhausted when he reached the inhabited parts of the Country, but 
fortunately succeeded in completely ascertaining the value of the immediate Country, part of 

which is now in progress of settlement.ó 
1
 

 

 
1      Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6060; 4/1775 p.144).  
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George must have had an extremely strong constitution at this time, as the following month, 25
th

  
May 1812, he, together with James Meehan was ordered to Van Diemen s Land to straighten 
out the mess that passed for surveying on the island at that time

1
 and eradicate the backlog of 

applications and rebuild confidence amongst the inhabitants. 
 
The surveying had been in the hands of George Prideaux Harris and Peter Bernard French Mills. 

 
Harris came out on Calcutta as deputy surveyor for the 1803 settlement at Port Phillip before the 
transfer to the Derwent in 1804. He appears to have carried out his duties for the next four years 
before being charged with insubordinate conduct and was dismissed as Deputy Commissary 
after just five months. He died in late 1810; leaving his family destitute. 

 
Mills was Deputy Surveyor and Harbour Master at Port Dalrymple 1807 -1812 ; he was also 
Superintendent of Government Stock for nine months in 1810; and was deemed an outlaw in 

1814 after absconding from the law and defrauding his creditors.
2
 

 
The financial situation of both men enforces Governor Macquarie s statement that the payment 
for Surveyors in Van Diemen s Land was Ătotally inadequate  
 

 
To add to the problems, Norfolk Island was in the process of closing down and from 1806, to its 
closure in 1814, the inhabitants were transferred to Van Diemen s Land where they were 
allocated land grants, mostly in the area of New Norfolk and Norfolk Plains. 

 
His directions to the two surveyors were very precise; outlining what was required of them in the 
smallest detail.  
- Resurvey, measure and record all Grants previously allocated in Van Diemen s land, 

which included settlements in the Port Dalrymple and Derwent areas.   
- Survey all new Grants not yet registered   
- Survey and record the site of George Town   
- Survey 50 sites of varying sizes at Norfolk Plains for freemen at Norfolk Island in readiness for 

their return   
- Explore, survey and report upon river Ătwenty miles south east of George Town which flows 
into the sea near the entrance to Bass Strait, which I have named Clarence Riveró   

- Erect Ăfinger boards  in the Launceston and Hobart Town areas to ensure travellers are 
made aware of direction to various settlements.   

- Survey and report on four areas most suitable for establishment of Military Posts between 
Launceston and Hobart Town; to be on the route Macquarie had travelled in 1811.   
As a result of this survey, Macquarie in his final visit to Van Diemen s Land recorded in 
his Journal that the towns to be built on these sites would be   
#1. Perth, on the Esk River 14 miles from Launceston 
#2. Campbell Town. 27 miles from Perth, on the north bank of Elizabeth River 
#3. Oatlands, a further 30 miles south on the Great Lagoon, on the Westmoreland Plains  
#4. Brighton, on the peninsula formed by River Jordan and Strathallan Creek, within 3 miles 

of River Derwent.
3
 

 
As Evans recorded in his Memorial to Governor Brisbane in September 1824, the sorting out of problems 

associated with land previously taken up by the settlers from Norfolk Island, was Ă..the difficult and 

perplexing duty of settling and arranging the disputes of the Settlers from Norfolk 
 
 
1 Ibid; (Reel 6038; SZ758 p.297)   
2 Ibid: introduction for both Harris & Mills  
3 A Journal of a Voyage and Tour of Inspection of VDL 1821 ŲJourneys in Timeó Macquarie University Library,   
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Islandó. 
 
Five months later, on 7

th
 November 1812, George was finally rewarded by Governor Macquarie 

when he was appointed Acting Deputy Surveyor General of Lands in Van Diemen s Land, 

subject to the wishes of His Highness, the Prince Regent.
1
 

 
However George only had twelve months to apply himself to the task of straightening out the problems 
of the surveying department on Van Diemen s Land before he was recalled to New South Wales by 
Governor Macquarie, with the instructions to é..commence the Ascent of the Blue Mountains from the 

extremity of the present known country at Emu Island, distant about thirty six miles from Sydney, and 
thence proceed in a nearly west direction as the nature of the Country he had to explore would admit, 
and to continue his Journey as Far as his Means would enable him. 
 

1813 - 1814 

 
On 20

th
    November 1813 in his quest to fulfill Macquarie s instructions and cross the Great Dividing 

Range, Evans and a party of five departed Emu Island (now known as Emu Plains).  
Evans determined to make for the termination of Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson s termination point 
as quickly as possible, resting the animals on expected good pasture. By following the ridges defined 
by their predecessors, the party achieved in six days what Blaxland, Wentworth and  
Lawson had done in 21days; however it wasn t without problems. Medicine bottles were 
smashed, horsesx became fatigued and natives were heard around the party. In the pursuit of 
speed, chaining had to be left for their return journey. 

 
Four days later he caught a tantalising view, a glimpse of the outskirts of the vast interior. There 
before him, the first white man to look upon the scene, lay the open way to two thousand miles of 
fair pasture-lands and brooding desert-wastes -- of limitless plains and boundless rolling downs -- 

of open grassy forests and barren scrubs.
2
 

 
At this historic time he merely wrote ñ"I came to a very high mount, when I was much pleased 
with the sight westward. I think I can see 40 miles which had the look of open countryó. 

 
Descending from the ranges the party camped by a stream where they caught a Murray Cod, the 
first of the species to be tasted by a European. This river was called the Fish River which joined 
the Campbell; the combined stream being named the Macquarie River. 

 
They followed the Macquarie to a point Ăénow 98½ miles from the limitation of Mr. Blaxland's 
excursion." 

 
The plains that he now strode he called ĂBathurst Plainsò after Earl Bathurst, Principal Secretary of  
State for Colonies. 

 
Ųé..I cannot speak too much of the Country, the increase of Stock for some 100 Years 
cannot overrun it; the Grass is so good and intermixed with variety of herbsé.ó 

 
The traveling for some days had been so rough that the men were now almost barefoot: the stones 
and grass had cut their pampoosers to pieces. Nor could they hope to renew them, since the dogs 
would not chase the kangaroo and, says Evans, "there is no certainty of obtaining skins for our 
feet." Whilst pampoosers cannot be found in any dictionary or on the Internet, thanks to Ben 
Carter, a trainee librarian at Penrith NSW, the mystery of Ăpampoosers  is solved. 

 
1 Colonial SecretaryIndex( Reel 6038:SZ758 p.325)  
2 The Explorers of Australia and their Life-Work. Ernest Favenc, Whitcomb and Tombs Ltd   
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Incredibly  Ben  was  able  to  recall  a  similar  word  from  Dymphna  Lonnergan s  ĂSounds  Irish  -  The  Irish  
Language in Australia  where she details Irish words which were used by natives who came in 
contact with Irish convicts; either those who went bush or were shepherds. One such word was 
Ăpamputa  = shoe, from the Arun Islands off the West Coast of Ireland. Another was Ăpampooties , 
Irish-English for a shoe made from rawhide.

1
 

 
In this case Evans would have heard Byrne, Tighe and/or Cogan referring to the shoes by their 
Irish name. 

 
The horses' backs were also in a bad condition, and seeing no hopes of getting to the end of the 
high range of hills on which he then was, Evans determined on December 16th to turn back on the 
following day.  
He ascertained the distance traveled, from Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson s termination point, 
by the distance chained by his men.

2
 

 
On their return they kept at a distance from the rivers where good pastures provided their stock 
with food; and on the Bathurst Plains they made their only contact with natives, 2 women and 4 
children to whom they gave fish, hooks, twine and a tomahawk; and played with the children. 
 
On 29

th
 December, reaching the base of the ridge upon which Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson 

had terminated their journey, the party saw a blackened landscape and the top of the ridges alight 
with a bushfire. 

 
Thankfully they were not on the ridges when the fires roared up the slopes or they would have 
stood no chance of surviving the holocaust. As it was they were faced, not only with the task of 
chaining in an area of fallen trees and branches, but also remarking their path for future journeys 
across the mountains  
Seven weeks after their departure, the party arrived back at Emu Island on 8

th
  January 1814.. 

 
Governor Macquarie, overjoyed with the discovery of fine grazing plains and large streams, 

proclaimed a Government Order which was published in the Sydney Gazette, on 12
th

 
February, 1814 :- 

 
ñIt having been long deemed an Object of great Importance by His Excellency the Governor to 
ascertain what Resources this Colony might possess in the Interior, beyond its present known 
and circumscribed Limits, with a View to meet the Demands of its rapidly encreasing Population; 
and the great Importance of the Discovery of new Tracts of good Soil being much enhanced by 
the Consideration of the long continued droughts of the present Season, so injurious in their 
Effects to every Class of the Community in the Colony, His EXCELLENCY was pleased some 
Time since to equip a Party of Men, under the direction of Mr George William Evans, one of the 
Assistant Land Surveyors (in whose Zeal and Abilities for such an Undertaking he had well 
branded Reason to confide), and to furnish him with written Instructions for his Guidance in 
endeavouring to find a Passage over the Blue Mountains and ascertaining the Quality and 
general Properties of the Soil he should meet with to the Westward of them. 

 
Object been happily effected, and Mr. Evans with his entire Party all in good Health, the 
Governor is pleased to direct, that the following Summary of his Tour of Discovery extracted from 
his own Journal, shall be published for general Information. 

 
Mr. Evans, attended by five Men, selected for their Knowledge of the Country, and habituated to such 
Difficulties as might be expected to occur, was supplied with Horses, Arms, and Ammunition, and a 
plentiful Store of Provisions for a two Months Tour. His instructions were, that he commence the 
Ascent of the Blue Mountains from the Extremity of the present known country at Emu Island, 



 
1 ĂSounds Irish-The Irish Language in Australia  Dymphna Lonergan . Lythum Press, Adelaide pg.26 
2 Early Explorers in Australia. Chapter Exploration of the Interior: by Ida Lee, Metheun & Co Ltd.London 1925 
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distant about thirty six miles from Sydney, and thence proceed in a nearly west direction as 
the nature of the Country he had to explore would admit, and to continue his Journey as far as 
his Means would enable him. 
 

On Saturday, the 20th of November last, the party proceeded from Emu Island, and on the 5
th

 Day, 
having then effected their Passage over the Mountains, arrived at the Commencement of a Valley 
on the western Side of them, having passed over several tracts of tolerably good Soil, but also over 
much rugged and very difficult Mountain; proceeding through this Valley, which Mr. Evans 
describes as beautiful and fertile, with a rapid running Stream running through it, he arrived at the 
Termination of the Tour lately made by Messrs G. Blaxland, W. C. Wentworth, and Lieutenant 
Lawson. 

 
Commencing in the western Direction prescribed in his Instructions for the course of 21 days from this 

station, Mr Evans then found it necessary to return, and on the 8
th

 of January he arrived back at Emu 
Island, after an Excursion of seven complete Weeks. During the Course of this Tour, Mr.  
Evans passed over several Plains of great Extent, with Hills and Vallies abounding in the richest 
Soil, and with various Streams of Water and Chains of Ponds. The Country he traversed 
measured 98½ Miles beyond the Termination of Messrs. Blaxland, Wentworth, and Lawson's 
Tour, and not less than 150 from Emu Island. 

 
The greater Part of these Plains are described as being nearly free of timber and Brush wood, and in 
Capacity equal (in Mr Evansó opinion) to every Desire and which this Colony may have for an 
Extension of Tillage and Pasture lands for a Century to come. 

 
The Stream already mentioned continues its Course in a westerly Direction and for several miles 
through the Vallies, with many and great Accessions of other Streams, becomes a capacious and 
beautiful River, abounding in Fish of very large Size and fine Flavour, many of which weighed not 
less than 15lbs. This River is supposed to empty itself into the Ocean on the western Side of New 
South Wales, at Distance of from 2 to 300 Miles from the Termination of the Tour. 

 
From the Summits of some very high Hills, Mr. Evans saw a vast Extent of flat Country laying in 
a westerly Direction, which appeared to be bounded at a Distance of about 40 Miles by other 
Hills. The general Description of these heretofore unexplored Regions, given by Mr. Evans is, 
that they very far surpass in Beauty and Fertility of Soil any he has seen in New South Wales or 
Van Diemen's Land. 

 
In Consideration of the Importance of these Discoveries, and calculating upon the Effect they May 
have on the future Prosperity of this Colony, His Excellency the Governor is Pleased to announce 
his Intention of presenting Mr. Evans with a Grant of 1000 Acres of Land in Van Diemenós Land, 
where he is to be stationed as Deputy Surveyor; and further, to make him a pecuniary Reward 
from the Colonial Funds, in Acknowledgement of his diligent and active Services on this occasion. 

 
His Excellency also means to make a pecuniary Reward to the two Free Men who accompanied 
Mr. Evans, and a Grant of Land to each of them. To the three Convicts who also assisted in this 
Excursion, the Governor means to grant Conditional Pardons and a small Portion of Land to 
each of them, these Men having performed the Services required of them entirely to the 
Satisfaction of Mr. Evans. 

 
The Governor is happy to embrace this Opportunity of conveying his Acknowledgements to Gregory 
Blaxland and William Charles Wentworth, and Lieutenant William Lawson, of the Royal Veteran 
Company, for their enterprizing and arduous Expeditions on the Tour of Discovery which they 
voluntarily performed in the Month of May last, when they effected a passage over the Blue 
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Mountains, and proceeded to the Extremity of the first Valley particularly alluded to in Mr. Evan's 
Tour, and being the first Europeans who had accomplished the Passage over the Blue Mountains. 
The Governor is desirous to confer on these Gentlemen substantial Marks of his Sense of their 
meritorious Exertions on this Occasion, means to present each of them with a Grant of 1000 
Acres of Land in this newly discovered Country.ó 
 

By Command of His Excellency 
The Governor,  

J.T. Campbell, Secretary 
 
George Evans received ȥ130, from the Police Fund, on 30

th
 April 1814, under the inscription Ų for 

his exertions in making late important discoveries to the westward of the Blue Mountains and for 

his Extra Duties and Expenses whilst employed in the Surveying Service in VDLó , whilst the other 

five members shared a total of ȥ25.
1
 

 
A month later on 25

th
 May, Evans received his land grant

2
 whilst other grants were made to 

the other five members of the party, later that year on 12
th

 December.
3
 

 
The members of the party were:-  

Two free men- James Burne (Byrne, Burns) 
Richard Lewis  

Three convicts- John Tighe (Tye/Tygh/Tygue/Teague) came as Tygue per Anne 1,  
1801 
John Grover  per Anne2, 1810  
John Cogan (Coogan) Per "Tellicherry", 1806 

 
Burne, who arrived aboard Anne 1, in 1801, as James Byrne, was sentenced to life transportation, at 
Carlow, Ireland for Ųbreakingééintent stealingó (the shipping records being partly destroyed and Irish 
records non exsisting). He accompanied Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson on their journey across the 
Blue Mountains, and was referred to as a Ăman who hunted kangaroos in the mountainsó.

4
 Blaxland, in 

his journal, doesn t name the persons who accompanied Wentworth,  
Lawson and himself on their successful journey, however in his Dedication to John Oxley Parker 
esq. he mentions ñI found a person who had been accustomed to hunt the kangaroo in the 
mountains, in the direction I wished to go; who undertook to take the horses to the top of the first 
ridge  , when describing his previous attempt to find a way across the mountains. Evans confirmed  
Burne s participation with Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson, but was less than impressed when 
he wrote of their first day into the mountains é James Burns(sic) having several times mistaken 
his former track little was achieved on the first day. 
 

Burne had received a Conditional Pardon on 10
th

 June 1813,
5
 for his services with Blaxland, 

Wentworth and Lawson; hence his position as free man with Evans. A Conditional Pardon 
entitled him to that status within the Colony. 
 

On 31
st

  January 1814 Burne received an Absolute Pardon.
6
 

 

Burne   went with William Cox, as a superintendent on the New Road, till 2
nd

  August 1814,   when 
 
 
1 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6038; SZ758 p.487)  
2 Ibid: (Reel 6071; 4/6577 pp.99-101)  
3 Ibid : (Fiche 3266; 9/2652 p.20)  
4 ñAustralian Explorers-Gregory Blaxlandò   Roma Reilly   
5 NSW State Records Tickets of leave, emancipation, and pardon records, 1810-19  
6 Ibid   
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Burne was given very short shift by Cox for refusing to take relayed orders from Cox, via Lewis. 
 
Burne left immediately. 

 
There were two James Byrne who arrived aboard Anne1, in 1801. This has caused much 
speculation about who went with the explorers. There are several pieces of evidence which 
show with some certainty which courses their lives took:- 

 
James 1: 

Strangely, was recorded on his indents as convicted at Wicklow of Murder..burning house for 
which he only received 7 years.  

From as early as 1806 
Muster he continued to be recorded as Byrne  
He states in his memorial of 31

st
 Aug 1824 that he received his emancipation on 14 Nov 1809; 

two years late due to loss of his indents. 

 
All muster records show him as FBS (free by servitude) No mention is ever made of crossing Blue 

Mountains.
1
 

 
He settled at Appin,, married and raised a large family 
 
James 2: 

 
Convicted of Breaking é.intenté.stealing (indent badly damaged) sentenced to Life at Carlow, 
Ireland. From 1806 Muster referred to as BURNE(or Burn (s))  
Went with Blaxland Wentworth Lawson   1813 Received 
Conditional Pardon 1813 Went  
with Evans 1813-14 
Received Absolute Pardon in 1814 where his details show him to be 5ft 6inches tall, of dark 
complexion with dark brown hair and hazel eyes. Arrived on   Anne1 ï 1801-   labourer- life   together 
with notation ŲA Conditional Pardon given to this man #292, 10

th
  June 1813ó    Both pardons were 

received soon after the return of the expeditions to Emu Island. 
 
Supervisor with Cox on building of New Western Road. 
 
Dismissed 2

nd
 Oct 1814 and replaced by Thomas Hobby to whom he was assigned in the 

1806 Muster. 

 
Another James Byrne has been put forward as the Burne(Burns) who crossed the Blue 
Mountains, he being James Bourn who arrived on the Hercules in 1802; however his Memorials of 
1824-5 show that he was renting land and requesting a land grant. As James Burne received a 
land grant from Governor Macquarie, the claims that he was with the explorers has no validity. 

 
Following his dismissal by Cox no trace has been found of James Burne, under any form of name 
in Musters, Census or shipping departures and his land grant remained unclaimed in 1818. A 

Private James Byrne departed the Colony in 1822 as a member of the 46
th

 Regiment however 
whilst nine members of the regiment were named as past convicts, James Byrne was not 
amongst them. 
 
Bill Peach, in his book ĂThe Explorersó states that Burns, who went with Blaxland had gone with 

 
1      Colonial Secretary Index Fiche 3081 ; 4/1836B No 151A p.703  
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Caley in 1804, and   acknowledges the chapter to Johanna A Richards, editor ĂBlaxland, Wentworth,  
Lawson. No mention could be found of any Burns, or other person going with Caley and BWL 
in her work.. 

 
Dr Joan B Webb, in her biography of George Caley, Reflections on the Colony of NSW: George 
Caley, edited by J E B Curry, Devilós Wilderness, edited by Alan E J Andrews and Governor King 
in his letter to Earl Camden 2

nd
 Nov.1805 all agree that the men taken by Caley were Ă the 

strongest men in the colony who were accustomed to living in the woodsó; the only variation being 
Andrews claiming there were three, not four. This variation may have been by Caley taking his 
faithful aboriginal lad, Daniel Moowantin plus three Ăticket of leave men. 

 
Richard Johnson, in his biography of John Oxley mistakenly, attributed Burne s bad tempter to 
Patrick Byrne, and when we consider his temper, inability to get on with others and Blaxland s 
description of a man who hunted kangaroos in the mountains, it is possible that he turned his 
back on civilization. 

 
Richard Lewis was sentenced to 7 years transportation, at Surrey in 1800; departing Spithead on 
12 February 1802 aboard Coromandel, he arrived at Port Jackson a day over four months later. 
George Hall, in his Journal of the voyage of the Coromandel recorded on March 7

th
 ñVery calm 

and sultry wind variable a prisoner(sic) accused of attempting to encite a mutiny was examined 
and farther heard about it only double ironed. Four prisners(sic) had their irons knockd(sic) Quite 
off. Vis Harris, Richd Addams R. Lewis, Chanker - Cape Verd Islands seen from the mast headé   
Richard claimed to Commissioner Bigge his term had expired in 1807 however he received his 

Certificate of Emancipation on 1
st

 February 1811,
1
 some 9 years after his departure from 

England. Perhaps his term was extended because of the episode aboard Coromandel. 

 
Lewis was assigned to George Evans at his Mulgrave Place property; an association which led 
to him accompanying Evans on his 1813 journey. 

 
Richard had commenced an association with Mary Ann Roberts , which resulted in six 

children from 1810 to 1824,
2
 before they married at St James CoE , Sydney, in 1825.

3
 

 
Richard and Mary Ann swore on oath that they had entered into a contract to marry, in affidavits to 

the Colonial Secretary on 29
th

 December 1824.
4
 

 
Lewis went with William Cox, as superintendent on the construction of the New Road and was 
rewarded with the position of Superintendent and Overseer of Bathurst. He assisted Oxley in the 
1817 and 1818 expeditions in establishing the Lachlan depot, west of present day Cowra and the 
Wellington Vale depot, on the Macquarie River and continued his association with Cox at 
Bathurst. This association saw him mentioned before the Bigge Inquiry where evidence indicated 
Cox was not only guilty of misappropriating labour, stock, property, stores and materials but also 
of recommending an excess of pardons for convicts. 
 
In 1824 Major Morrisett, Commandant at Bathurst, advised the Colonial Office that David Brown of  
ĂTellicherry  and Richard Taylor ĂEliza , had been murdered at Samuel Terry & Richard Lewis  stations 
some 16 miles north of Bathurst.

5
 The same year Lewis  gave evidence of these murders in the trial of 

John Johnston, William Clarke, John Nicholson, Henry Castles, and John Crear, charged with 
manslaughter following an assault on an aboriginal black woman, which terminated in 
 
1 State Records of NSW -Tickets of Leave, emancipation and Pardon records 1810-1819 (Reel 601, 4/4427, p.538-39)  
2 NSW BDM  
3 Ibid   
4 Colonial Secretary Index  (Reel 6028; 2/8305 pp.103-6)  
5 Ibid Colonial Secretary Index Reel 6013:  4/3511 p. 587   
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death.
1
 

 
These killings did not discourage Lewis as he applied for the purchase of 1000 acres, held under 
certificate of occupancy, at Capita, north of Bathurst, for the pasturing of some 110 horned cattle 
and 1100 sheep, in order that he could provide for his wife and 6 children. William Cox supported 

his application to the extent that he recommended he be allowed 2000 to 3000 acres.
2
 

 
Richard and Mary Ann s Ămarried life  was to be short lived; Richard dying in 1828. However with 

a sizeable land holding and similar holding of stock Mary Ann soon found a new companion; 

marrying James Evans, at Church of England, Kelso in the following year.
3
 

 
When Lewis landed in the colony just after the turn of the century he could not have dreamt that 
he would flourish as he had. 
 
The convicts who accompanied George had varied futures. 

 
Tighe, Grover and Cogan all received Conditional Pardons on 1st February 1814, in 

consideration of his discovering good land to the westward of the Blue Mountains.
4
 

 
John Tighe, who was tried in 1798, at Cork, Ireland as Teague, was transported for life, 

aboard Anne 1 in 1801 and pardoned as Tygue on 1
st

 February 1814. He was also known as 
Tye andTyrgh.  
In the 1805-6 Muster he is recorded as being assigned to Mr Arndell, Magistrate for 
the Hawkesbury in the County of Cumberland.  
Following his crossing of the Great Divide with Evans, Tighe (referred to as Tye in Cox s Journal) was 
guide to William Cox s party, building the New Western Road across the Great Divide to  
Bathurst. 
 

For this he received 100 acres
5
  , two cows and ȥ5. 

 
During the construction of the road Tighe took a week off to return to Windsor,  
In March 1815, two months after the completion of employment with Cox he married Sarah 

McDonald at Windsor.
6
 Sarah was a convict, sentenced at Middlesex in December 1812, 

and arrived aboard Wanstead in 1814. 
 
The newly weds were soon parted when John accompanied George Evans from 
Bathurst, following Governor Macquarie s visit to the new lands in May 1815. 
 
He is recorded in the 1828 Census as being a blacksmith at Richmond. 

 
There are no records of his death in the NSW registrations however a Sarah Tighe is recorded 
as marrying John Booth in 1836. 
 
John Cogan aka Coogan, another Irishman, was sentenced to life transportation at Kildare, in 
1803 and arrived in Sydney aboard Tellicherry in 1806. For the next seven years he was assigned 
to John Palmer, Commissary, Landholder and Magistrate. 

 
1 Decisions of the Superior Courts of NSW, Law Faculty Macquarie NSW published in Sydney Gazette, 12th August 

1824 
2 Colonial Secretary Index (Fiche 3097; 4/1838A No.582 pp.417-24)  
3 NSW BDM s  
4 State Records of NSW T/L, emancipation and Pardon records (Reel 601; 4/4427 p.721)   
5 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6048; 4/1742 p.61)  
6 Ibid; (Reel 6004; 4/3493 p.501)   
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Like Tighe, Cogan also received cash and land grant for his services and, although not recorded 

in the NSW marriage records be married and was farming at Bringelly till 7
th

 January 1826 when 
tragedy struck. 
 
Mrs Cogan was sitting at the door of a Mr McGill s house when Michael McGlynn came up and 
asked Mrs Cogan to go to a another house; she refused. James Burke took her by the arm and 
led her away from the house. John Cogan rushed from a haystack and knocked Burke down. 
Cornelius Donahue, who like Burke was assigned to Wm Cox and had also arrived aboard 
Southworth in 1822, approached Cogan and was also knocked down. 

 
Burke who had recovered and gone back to the house, claimed it was McGill, (who had been 
charged the previous week, by Cogan, with having stolen goods from Mrs Cogan) who had taken 
an axe and struck Cogan. However McGill's testimony was a contradiction to that of Burke. He 
stated that as he was standing by the deceased, Burke came up and struck Cogan under the ear 
with an axe, which felled him at his feet. McGill in attempting to take the axe from him narrowly 
escaped himself. Burke again struck the deceased on the shin bone. Donahue then came up and 
made a blow at McGill with a hoe,, which struck into the ground. Donahue was heard to say, in 
English, to Burke, "don't strike poor Cogan," and immediately after, directly the reverse in Irish. 
Donaghue was indicted to stand trial as accessory after the deed whilst Burke was duly 
sentenced to death for Cogan s murder, and hanged on Monday 9

th
 March 1826.

1
 

Mrs Coughan married James Smith at Liverpoool, in 1827. 

 
The last of the trio, John Grover (aka George Grover), sentenced to life transportation, at Oxford, 

on 20
th

 April 1808 arrived aboard Anne 2 in 1810.
2
 John, the 6

th
 child of 4 boys and 4 girls born 

to William and Sarah Grover, was christened at St Giles, City of Oxford, 10
th

 Jan 1787.
3
 

 
Just 4 years after his arrival in the colony, Grover, like the other two convicts, was emancipated 
and like Tighe and Cogan, received cash payments and land grant; thus setting him on the 
right footing for his future in the colony. However this was not to be! 
 
On 25

th
 July 1821, John Grover appeared before the Sydney Criminal Court where he faced the 

charges of feloniously stealing, from David Hosely, on 22
nd

 September 1820, at Samuel Terry s 

Rose Hill farm, 20 dollars*, nine 3 shilling pieces and 39 dumps* and putting him in bodily fear. 

[*Governor Macquarie had the centres of Spanish dollars punched out, leaving a ring (the holey 

dollar) valued at 5 shillings and a dump or core valued at one shilling and threepence.].
4
 

 
Evidence was given that he was seen approaching Hosely, a shepherd for Mr Terry, with a pistol 
behind his back. Hosely identified him and attested that he was forced to strip and was robbed 
of the stated coinage. However a constable stated he had seen Grover 12 miles away on the 

same day: after adjournments he was convicted and sentenced to death on 30
th

 August 1821.  
The following day John s sentenced was commuted by Governor Macquarie Ă on the Sole and 
Express Condition that he shall continue to reside in the Colony of New South Wales during the  
Term of his Natural Life and be kept at hard labour. 

5
 

 
Perhaps it was the evidence that allowed the commutation or perhaps Macquarie was 
rewarding Grover a second time for his exploration with Evans. 

 
1 Decisions of the Superior Courts of New South Wales 1788-1899 Published by the Law Faculty Macquarie 

University R.v Burke Donahu   
2 NSW State Records Ships Indents, Anne 2   
3 LDS Familysearch .org  Parish registers 1576-1958 Church of England. St. Giles' Church ,Oxford,   
4 Reserve Bank of Australia Currency Notes Museum - website  
5 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6070; 4/2129.1 pp.5, 18)   
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On 12

th
 September he was transported to Newcastle, aboard Elizabeth Henrietta.

1
 Having 

experienced the joy of freedom he rebelled at the incarceration of the Newcastle settlement and 

absconded in January 1822; only to be recaptured and returned there during the following month.
2
  

During this year he was referred to in the 1822 Muster as Ă Government employee .
3
 

 
John evidently decided to behave as he was sent to Port Macquarie , aboard Sally, in February 
1822 

4
 to the new settlement where, when it was established in 1821, the ñBest-behaved 

convicts to be sent to Port Macquarie as artificers & labourers to carry out public works in new 

penal settlement with promise of ticket of leave or pardon after 18 months if satisfactory 
5
 

 
John evidently continued to work with the authorities, as the 1823/4/5 Muster shows him as 
ĂConstable at Port Macquarieó. 

6
  

With the authorities in England concerned that there was no settlement sufficiently harsh for 
repeat offenders, they ordered the re-establishment of Norfolk Island for such a purpose. It was 

here that he was registered in the 1828 Census,
7
 most likely as a constable as he is next reported 

absconding from position of watch-house keeper at Penrith, from whence he was reported as 

being dismissed in the Sydney Gazette of 1832.
8
 

 
John Grover was to spend the rest of his days as a convict; registered in the 1837 Convict Muster 

assigned to Michael Hyane of Illawarra and dying in 1852,
9
 when he was recorded as 64 years of 

age; without ever recapturing the freedom which he had gained and lost, over 30 years prior. 

 
Governor Macquarie went beyond his published promise of pecuniary and land rewards for 
George Evans. 
 
In his letter of 25

th
 May 1814, to Lieut. Governor Davey, he made his admiration for George 

evident and declared that he should receive  
 1000 acres , exclusive of the 300 acres promised on him going to Van Diemens Land 

with Mr Meehan. George to choose the land himself.   
 4 men on Government Stores, 6 cows, 4 working oxen; on credit for 3 years ï to be paid 

in money or kind at expire of that time.   
 Use of a Government Horse to offset the costs of travel between Hobart, Port Dalrymple 
and elsewhere as his salary in that colony was ñtotally inadequateò   

 A land allotment for a house in Hobart.
10

  
 
Two days later Governor Macquarie, despite having the highest regards for Evans and his 
achievements, wrote to the surveyor, instructing him, in no uncertain manner, that no land was to be 
measured for any person without a written order from him and relayed through Lieut. Governor. Should 
the Lieut. Governor require expedient measuring it was permissible, however Evans must inform 
Macquarie immediately in writing. He further instructed Evans that there was to be no 

 
1 Ibid; (Reel 6008;4/3504 p.362)  
2 Ibid; (Reel 6067; 4/1808 pp.41-2) (Reel 6008; 4/3504A p.477)   
3 General muster and land and stock muster of New South Wales 1822 / edited by Carol J. Baxter. Sydney ABGR in 

association with the Society of Australian Genealogists, 1988.  
4 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6019; 4/3864 pp.390-1)  
5 Ibid; (Reel 6015; 4/1748 pp.282-5)   
6 General muster list of New South Wales 1823, 1824, 1825 / edited by Carol J. Baxter. Sydney : ABGR for the 

Society of Australian Genealogists, 1999   
7 Census of New South Wales, November 1828 / edited by Malcolm R. Sainty & Keith A. Johnson, Sydney : Library 

of Australian History, 1980.   
8 Jenny Fawcett;  www.genseek.net/scons32q.htm -   www.genseek.net/scons32b.htm   
9 Ibid:  www.genseek.net/cdeathsg.htm   & NSW BDM s V1852842 38B/1852  
10 Colonial Secretary Index  (Reel 6071; 4/6577 pp.99-101)   
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deviation to Macquarie s plan laid out for Hobart Town. 1 
 
In May of 1814 the Evans family was united in Hobart Town, however Jennett and the 
children soon found that the family would be without a husband and father; a situation which 
would regularly arise over the next four years. 

 
During September and October 1814 George was involved in two land transactions which 
leaves one to ponder Ăwhy? . 
 
On 11

th
 September, Henry Hacking of Hobart Town, sold Ă Land bound on the North by Mr 

Gunnings Lease, on the west by Georgeós Square on the south by Murray St and on the East 

by Sullivan Coveó for the sum of two hundred pounds sterling.
2
 

 
Exactly one month later, George William Evans sold the property to Thomas Davey Esquire 

(Lieut. Governor of Van Diemen s Land), for the sum of two hundred pounds sterling.
3
 

 
These were strange transactions which may have had several reasons for taking place. 

 
Henry Hacking may not have wished to sell the property to Davey. Perhaps because Davey was 
a drunkard and womanizer; or, even though he was the pilot of Hobart Town he may have had a 
dislike for officialdom as he was the first pilot of Port Jackson in 1803 but later that year was 
transported to Van Diemen's Land for stealing Naval stores; or it may have been a method of 
hiding the transaction in return for a pension, which Hacking received in 1816

4
 whatever the 

reason, Evans  association with Davey would have been strengthened. 
 

1815 -  1816 

 
At the beginning of 1815 Governor Macquarie, appreciative George s achievements and with further 

exploration in mind for him, expressed his wish for George to return from his surveying duties in Van 

Diemen s Land, to join him on the first official journey over the New Western Road to the new lands 

west of the Great Divide and the depot on the Banks of the Macquarie River.
5
 

 
This was to be the first official journey across the Great Dividing Range, on the road constructed 
under the direction of William Cox."é. 14 July 1814 Cox received a letter from Governor  
Macquarie accepting his voluntary offer to superintend the making of a road across the blue 
mountains from a ford on the river Nepean, Emu Plains, to a "centrical part of Bathurst Plains". 
He was given 30 labourers and a guard of eight soldiers. Work was begun on 18 July 1814 and it 

was finished on 14 January 1815.
6
 

 
The total distance of the road was 101 ½ miles, consisting of:- 
1st stage, from Emu Ford to Springwood......... 12 miles 

2nd " " 
Jamieson's Valley..16    
"  

3rd " " Blackheath ........ 13 " 
4th " " Cox's River ....... 15 " 
5th " " Fish River ........ 16 " 

6th " " 
Sidmouth Valley 
.... 8    "  

 
 
1 Ibid; (Reel 6071; 4/6577 pp.111-15)  
2 Ibid: (Fiche 3261; 4/433 p.14)  
3 Ibid  
4 Ibid; Introduction HACKING Henry   
5 Ibid; (Reel 6004; 4/3493 p.428)  
6 The Australian Dictionary of Biography, by Percival Serle  
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7th " " Campbell River ....11 "  

8th " " Bathurst........... 10½ "1 
 

 

Departing 25
th

 April 1815, the official party consisting of Governor Macquarie and Mrs Elizabeth 
Macquarie, John Thomas Campbell [Secretary to the Governor], Dr. William Redfern, William 
Cox, Sir John Jamison; John Oxley, George Evans, James Meehan [surveyors]; John Lewin 
[artist]; Major Henry Antill, Lieutenant John Watts [military officers]; Joseph Bigg [coachman] and 
George Jarvis [manservant], crossed the Blue Mountains and Great Divide via the newly 

constructed route arriving at the Macquarie River on Thursday 4
th

 May 1815.
2
 

 
The following Sunday, after Divine Service the Governor named ñé."Bathurst" in honor of the 
noble Earl of that name. I prefaced it by complimenting Mr. Cox and Mr. Evans, and their 
respective Parties for discovering this fine Country, and afterwards facilitating our access to it so 
easily and overcoming such extraordinary difficulties in so doing. --The ceremony concluded by 
all of us drinking Prosperity to the new Town of Bathurst. 

3
 

 
After another three days of exploring and being charmed by the new lands, His Excellency and 
party, excepting George William Evans, departed on their return journey over the once 
impassable barrier to the east. 

 
ˈI have also left Mr. Evans the Dy. Surveyor at Bathurst for the purpose of proceeding on a further 
Tour of Discovery for the distance of one Hundred miles in a South West direction from Bathurst, in 
hopes of falling in with the Macquarie River in that Quarter. -- Mr. Evans takes with him 3 men and  
2 Horses to carry his Provisions on this Tour, which he hopes to complete in six weeks. 

4
 

 
 

 
The unnamed trio were in fact four in number:- 
John Tighe - a member of Evans  successful crossing of the Great Divide.  
Thomas Appledore, aka George Kane, sentenced to 7 years transportation, arrived per 
Earl Cornwallis 1801.  
Patrick Byrne, Irish convict sentenced to life transportation, arrived per Archduke Charles 
1813. James Butler, sentenced to life transportation, arrived on Admiral Gambier 1808. 
 
In Evans Diary,9a, transcribed in Historical Records of Australia    Series 1,Vol 8, p.619, he records 
- 
 

ĂI beg to state that the under named persons were very attentive and obedient to my orders  
--- George Kane alias Thomas Appledore, James Butler also John Tighe, Patrick Nurns ó 

5
 G.W.Evans D.y Surveyor 

 

 
A.K.(Keith) Weatherburn, a direct descendant of Evans, names the trio in his book ˈGeorge William 
Evans ï Explorer  as :- George Kane(alias Thomas Appledore), Patrick Nurns, and John Tygh; 
 
 
1 Memoirs of William Cox, J.P.. William Brooks and Co., Printers Sydney and Brisbane. 1901  
2 Lachlan Macquarie , Journey to the new discovered Country 25 April- 19 May 1815. Macquarie University Library  
3 Ibid   
4 Ibid.  
5 Sourced from Cowra & District Historical Society & Museum Inc.   
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using a plaque at Philip s Crossing eight kms, from Cowra on the Billimari Road inscribed with  
"George Kane, alias Thomas Appledore". The reason for the alias is a mystery. In his journal of 

Friday 19
th

 May, Botanist Alan Cunningham referred to him as Appledove, an obvious error in 
transcribing. 
In Evans journal to Macquarie he details the members as:- 

 
James Butler, George Kane alias Thos Appledore, Patrick Burns also John Tyghe 
who accompanied me each journey previous to this.1 
 
The plaque at that point now includes Butler, and Nurns now reads Byrne. 

 
Appledore was convicted at the Devon Western Assizes in 1799 of stealing copper at the 
Devonport Docks and was sentenced to transportation for the term of seven years. He was 
transported aboard ŲEarl Cornwallisó arriving in Sydney on 12 June 1801. Although Thomas' 
sentence was due to be completed in 1806, he was awarded a grant of 50 acres in the District of 
Evan as a "discharged soldier" on 1 July 1803. By the 1822 Muster, Thomas was well established 
on 75 acres at Birdseye Corner on the Nepean River producing wheat, maize, fruit and running 50 
hogs. In 1832 Appledore was farming 100 acres. Thomas Appledore died on 22 October 1841 and 
was buried at St Stephen's Church Penrith.2 
 
John Tighe, as detailed earlier, had numerous spellings of his name.  
There is no evidence of any Nurns ever existing in the Colony. No indents, pardons, births, deaths 
or marriages. The explanation of the name is clear when we see that Patrick Byrne, at various 
times, was referred to as Burne, Burn,Burns. At a time he was referred to as Burns the name has 
been transcribed as Nurns. 

 
The absolute proof of Patrick Byrne having been the other member of the party is found in 
Oxley s Journal of the 1817 Expedition where he recorded éThe creek was named Byrne's 
Creek, after one of the present party, who had accompanied Mr.Evans in his former journeyé. 
and Cunningham, describing Evans party arriving at the Lachlan River on 25

th
 May 1815 states  

é.Evans named it the Lachlan in honour of the Governor, and established a military depôt at 
a spot which he called Byrne's Creek. 
 
James Butler, sentenced to life transportation at the Old Bailey , on 14

th
 January 1807 was charged 

with stealing ȥ3.16.0, in company of William Marsden, on 15
th

 December 1806. Marsden aged 19years 
and Butler, aged 15 years, were sentenced to death, but recommended to mercy by the jury.

3
 Butler 

arrived in Port Jackson aboard Admiral Gambier on 20
th

 December 1808.  
He received a Conditional Pardon on June 5

th
 1815 for his services with Evans to the Lachlan 

River; and was recorded at the time of his trial as being a seaman. He was of small stature , 5feet 
5inches tall of pale complexion with light brown hair and hazel eyes.  
Five years later Butler petitioned Governor Macquarie for Ų-- such quantity of Land as your 

Excellency may deem adequate for the want.ó Butler also advised that he had married a native girl, 
had two children and lived Ăby the Ăproduce of a rented farm in the district of Evanó (Penrith area). 
He was granted 50 acres of land.

4
 

 
Following Macquarie s departure from Bathurst to Sydney, Evans  party prepared for their journey; 

only to be delayed by one of the horses throwing its load and damaging the tackling. Having repaired 

the equipment the party departed south west on the following morning of Saturday 13
th

 
 
 
1 Vol 8, P 619, Historical Records of Australia  
2 Presentation to Penrith Council History Council ; John Mitchell,Woking,Surrey,Eng   
3 Oldbaileyonline.org  
4 Colonial Secretary Index (Fiche 3015; 4/1823 No. 106 pp.239-40)   
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May. 

 
Throughout this journey the land measurements were taken by chaining. A chain being 22 yards 
ie 80 chains = 1 mile. 
 
Monday was met with the disappearance of the horses which had not been properly tethered . The 
men were sent in search of them but returned later in the day without success. This did not disturb  
Evans who went out himself and found the horses and recorded ñ éthe walk afforded me the 

opportunity of seeing a part that was before obscured from sighté..ò.
1
 

 
It was the reaction of a man who could instill confidence in his men and recognize and 
appreciate opportunities as they arose. 
 
On 24

th
 May Evans wrote ñéééAn(sic) handsomer and finer Country I never saw than what 

I have been over these last two Days....... .
2
 

 
Continuing SW towards present day Cowra, Evans named the area ñOxleys Plains and 
described the river he had discovered as being Ųéequal to the Macquarie River.  
Having followed the river westward to a point south of present day Eugowra, he named the 
creek that joined the river, Byrne s Creek, after Patrick, a member of his party. 

 
Restricted by their provisions, the party was forced to begin their return, however not before 

Evans had inscribed a tree with ĂEvans 1
st

 June 1815.ó
3
 

 
The following day, from an ascended height Evans recorded a plea to Macquarie ñ..I ascended the 
Height; no Country can possibly have a more interesting aspect; so much so that, if a further trace 
into the interior is required at a future period, I respectfully beg leave to offer myself for the 
Service. I see no end of traveling. ñ

4
 

 
On the same day he recorded a somewhat inaccurate Ăé.no doubt the Stream connects with  
Macquarie or some other River further West.ó But it would be left to Charles Sturt to locate the 
Stream connecting with the Murrumbidgee River. 
Evans named the Stream   the   Lachlan Riveró. 

 
A month after their departure the party arrived back at Bathurst, a destination which Evans 
would see again in 1817 and 1818. For Patrick Byrne it would become his home.. 
 
Mid July, George departed Sydney aboard ŲEmuó for Van Diemen s Land where he would 

spend the next twenty months immersed in his surveying duties and no doubt, taking the 

opportunity to spend what little time he could, with his family.
5
 

 
Earl Bathurst, His Majesty s Principal Secretary of State to Colonies, in a letter dated at London, 
4

th
 December 1815, to Governor Lachlan Macquarie proclaimedéé. 

 
 
ñééé..I cannot withhold from you my sincere congratulations upon the attainment of an object, which 
has been so often , but in vain attempted by your predecessors in the Government, nor 
 
 
1 Australian Discovery-edited by Ernest Scott, Book 2: Discovery by Land, Chapter IV  Evans's Discovery of 

the  Lachlan - Gutenberg Project   
2 Ibid  
3 Ibid   
4 Ibid  
5 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6004; 4/3494 p.125)   
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refrain from expressing my Sense of the Exertions and Perseverance of Mr Evans and those 
who accompanied him in the course of his journey. 
 
 
He continued with instructions for the journey of discovery to be undertaken as soon as possible and 
instructed that a depot be set up at the Lachlan from which to commence the journey. 

 
Whilst the Earl of Bathurst, who had been approached by persons desirous of leading such a 
party, had the power to appoint the commander of the party and those to take part, he merely laid 

out the attributes required and left the appointments to Governor Macquarie.
1
 

 
1817 

 
Evans was widely regarded as Macquarie s favourite explorer however on 24

th
 March 1817 , it was 

Oxley who was made Commander of the expedition, with Evans as his second-in-command. 

 
As Evans  reputation as an explorer was unchallenged, and as a surveyor he was more than capable, 
it leads one to ask, why the necessity for two leaders; especially when one considers  
Macquarie s direction to Oxleyééééé.. Ăand to consult with him on all operations and points 
connected therewith; it being presumed from his local experience in the interior, he will be able 
to afford you very useful information and assistance.   
Perhaps there could have been more than a grain of truth in the conspiracy theory expounded in 
John Oxley s Biography , as presented by the Oxley family:- 

 
ñMeehanéééé.Macquarie at once appointed his protégé ï Deputy Surveyor General, and Inspector 

of Roads and Bridges, and subsequently devised a scheme for promoting him to the coveted office, 

held by Oxley, who was on the point of starting to explore the interior ïĂOxley might be lost . Macquarie 

urged that his protégé should be made Deputy Surveyor General, with the immediate right of 

succession to the principal situation in the event of it becoming vacant, by whatever cause. The 

despatch was silent as to the civil condition of the nominee, but the Australian wastes were not fatal to 

Oxley, and Macquarie s plot was futileò.
2
 

 
In his instructions to Oxley, of 24

th
 March 1817, Macquarie advised that William Cox had 

prepared a depot on the Lachlan River and most of the provisions, for a five months journey, had 
already been placed there and remained under guard. 

 
Having decided that carriage of the provisions by water, rather than by horse, would be better, 
Macquarie had sent a boat builder, to prepare boats for the journey. This builder would have 

been George Hubbard.
3
 

 
In the same instructions Oxley was directed to depart Sydney on 31

st
 March, to arrive at 

Bathurst on 8
th

 April, meet William Cox and proceed to the depot, however his departure from 
Sydney was delayed till 7

th
 April; with rain delaying departure from Bathurst till the 20

th
 and 

arrival at the depot till the afternoon of the 25
th

 April. 
---------------------------------------------  

Should a full description of the party s expedition along the Lachlan and return to Bathurst be 
described in full, the purpose of this book would be lost. That is to recognize the men as 
individuals; and as was the practice in those days, very few references are made, by name, of 
the persons taking part in the expedition.  

---------------------------------------------- 
 
1 Ibid; (Reel 6045; 4/1733 p.95)   
2 John Joseph William Molesworth Oxley - Biography according to Oxley Family- see chapter this book  
3 Appendix #1 .Journals of Two Expeditions into Interior of New South Wales ïJohn Oxley   
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Full descriptions of the 1817 Expedition can be found in:- 

 
ˈJournals of Two Expeditions into the Interior of New South Walesóò by John Oxley, 
London : Murray, 1820; -Adelaide : Libraries Board of South Australia, 1964. ---  
Also available on the internet   at http://www.gutenberg.org/catalog/ 
 
ŲEarly Explorers of Australiaó by Ida Lee , Metheun & Co Ltd.London 1925  
Also available on the internet at http://gutenberg.net.au/pages/cunningham.html 

 
ŲThe search for the inland sea : John Oxley, explorer, 1783-1828  by Richard Johnson, 
Melbourne University Press 2001 

 
Tracking and mapping the explorers. Volume 1, The Lachlan River exploration, 1817, Oxley 
- Evans ï Cunningham by John Whitehead ISBN 0-646-43038-6 
 
Australian Discovery-edited by Ernest Scott, Book 2: Discovery by Land, Chapter V  
Oxley's  Exploration of the Lachlan. 
Also available on the internet at    http://gutenberg.net.au/ausdisc/ausdisc00-index.html 
 
 

----------------------------------------------  
On 26

th
 April 1817 commenced a journey which would take the party along the Lachlan River to 

the junction of what is now Island Creek, which, though the party were never to know, rejoins the  
Lachlan further west. (as fate would decree, the author s g-grandfather, William 
Crampton established ĂNewlands  on The Island, 55 years later) 
 
At the first junction, Oxley recorded on 18

th
 May ñééwe commenced our journey towards the 

coast.  in a south westerly direction, taking them to a point approximately 20 kilometres north east 
of the site, of present day Griffiths. 

 
Had they continued on their south easterly tack for another 50 kilometres, they would have 
discovered the Murrumbidgee River, which connects to the Lachlan River, before meandering 
onto the Murray River, east of Boundary Bend. 
 
However on 6

th
 June their course was set north west, then north, till, on 23

rd
 June Ăé..we suddenly 

came upon the banks of the river; I call it the river, for it could certainly be no other than the 
Lachlanó. 

 
During this sector of the journey it was discovered that several casks of flour had been lost from the 
boats and not disclosed by those in charge of the boats and provisions. This led to concerns over the 
rations for the rest of the journey and on 18

th
 June ĂSome of our party began even now to anticipate 

the resources of famine, for a large native dog being killed, it was pronounced, like lord  
Peterós loaf, in the Tale of a Tub, to be true, good, natural mutton as any in Leadenhall-market, 
and eaten accordingly:éó 

 
On reaching the Lachlan Ăé.. it was resolved to go down the stream as long as there was a 
chance of its becoming more considerable, and until our provisions should be so far expended as 
barely to enable us to return to Bathurst.ó 
 

On the 7
th

  July, having traveled   some 150 kilometres to a point south of present day Booligal,  
Oxley declared Ăéit was with infinite regret and pain that I was forced to come to the 
conclusion, that the interior of this vast country is a marsh and uninhabitableó and  
Ă my intention to penetrate farther westward being thus frustrated, I returned to the tent about three 
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oóclock, and determined, should the horses appear sufficiently recovered and refreshed, finally 
to quit this western part of the country on Thursday next..ó 

 
After returning along the course whence they had departed a month earlier , the party came 
upon a large lake which was named Regent s Lake, after the Prince Regent. 
 
Evans took half a day, on 26

th
 July to view the lake and make some sketches. The lake is 

now know as Lake Cargelligo. 

 
With the Lachlan in flood and the lands to the east impassable, it was decided to construct a raft 
from cypress pine trees and together with a native bark canoe, cross the Lachlan River and strike 
out to the east, to join with the Macquarie River. Adjacent to their intended crossing point they 
discovered a Ų...a tumulus*,which was apparently of recent construction (within a year at most). It 
would seem that some person of consideration among the natives had been buried in it, from the 
exterior marks of a form which had certainly been observed in the construction of the tomb and 
surrounding seats. The form of the whole was semicircular. Three rows of seats occupied one 
half, the grave and an outer row of seats the other; the seats formed segments of circles of fifty, 
forty-five, and forty feet each, and were formed by the soil being trenched up from between them. 
The centre part of the grave was about five feet high, and about nine long, forming an oblong 
pointed cone.ó * a mound over a grave 

 
At this point, 40 kilometres, west of present day Condobolin, on the south side of the Lachlan River, 
the Goobothery Indigenous memorial and the John Oxley memorial mark this era in history. 
 

After four days constructing the raft, on 3
rd

 August, Oxley with Byrne, set out to inspect the 
southern bank of the River, whilst George Evans supervised the completion of the raft and 
the transfer of the luggage and supplies to the northern bank. A somewhat more difficult task 
than George had experience, five years earlier at the rivers on his Jervis Bay expedition.  
The following day the party set out on their quest to join with the Macquarie River, then follow 
it south to Bathurst. 
 

Traveling NE for nearly one hundred miles (160km) Oxley decided, on 14
th

 August, with horses 
in need of water and feed and the men depending on the dogs to provide them with kangaroos 
and emus, to head east. Crossing the Bogan River the party continued east, passing north of 
present day Peak Hill, before striking what Oxley named Wellington Valley and Bell River which, 
less than a mile on discovered it joined with the Macquarie River..  
On 21

st
 August, Oxley, in the company of Evans and Cunningham, set out for an excursion down the 

Macquarie where he reported Ăé. I shall not in this place attempt to describe the rich and beautiful 

country that opened to our view in every direction. Alternate fine grazing hills, fertile flats and valleys, 

formed its general outline; whilst the river, an object to us of peculiar interest, was sometimes 

contracted to a width of from sixty to eighty feet between rocky cliffs of vast perpendicular height, and 

again expanded into noble and magnificent reaches of the width of at least two hundred feet, washing 

some of the richest tracts of land that can be found in any country.ó  
Their spirits rekindled, the next week was one of hope and expectation that they would soon reach 

Bathurst which they did, on the evening of 29
th

 August .
1
 

 
Cunningham s last paragraph, on arrival in Bathurst, clarifies an aspect of the expedition 
which highlights the endurance of the men accompanying Oxley. 

 
ˈWe have been absent from Bathurst 19 weeks and have in our route formed a circle of upwards of 
1,200 miles within the parallels Of 34°30' and 32° S. lat: and between the meridians Of 149°43'00" 

 
1      Chapter 1. Journals of Two Expeditions into Interior of New South Wales ïJohn Oxley  
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and 143°40'00" East, and have ascertained that the country south of the parallel Of 34° and west 
of the meridian of 147°30' East is altogether uninhabitable and useless. We have all, Mr. Oxley 

excepted, walked since we left the boats in May last a circuitous route Of 750 miles. ˈ
1
 

 
In writing to Governor Macquarie, upon completion of the expedition, Oxley reported of Evans ï  
ñI feel the most particular pleasure in informing your Excellency of the obligations I am under to 

Mr. Evans, the deputy surveyor, for his able advice and cordial co-operation throughout the 
expedition; and, as far as his previous researches had extended, the accuracy and fidelity of his 
narrative was fully established. 

2
 

 
With his exploratory duties completed, George returned to his surveying duties in Van Diemen s  
Land; however within 5 months he was to learn that he would once more be heading into 
the Interior of New South Wales. 
 

1818 

 
In January of the new year, George was again selected as second-in-command to Oxley, to explore the 
Macquarie River, in the hope that the riddle of where the rivers flowing west ended their journey. He 
sailed from Hobart Town, aboard Greyhound on the last day of March 1818.

3
 Preparations took place 

over the next four months, with the establishment of a depot at the Wellington Valley, storage of 
required equipment and supplies, and the construction of the boats, under the guidance of George 
Hubbard, who was a member of the first expedition, the previous year. Having been appointed as boat 
builder at Port Dalrymple, Hubbard s duties would finish at  
Wellington Valley, on the departure to the party down the Macquarie. 

 
Ernest Favenc, writing of the second expedition states ĂHe had with him, as next in command, the 
indefatigable Evans,é . In deed a great compliment, as Favenc was himself an explorer. 

----------------------------------------------------  
A full description of the 1818 expedition an be found at:- ˈJournals of Two Expeditions into 
the Interior of New South Walesóò by John Oxley, London : Murray, 1820; 
 
-Adelaide : Libraries Board of South Australia, 1964. --- 
Also available on the internet   at  http://www.gutenberg.org/catalog/ and Evans  discovery of the  
Castlereagh   at ˈJournals of Two Expeditions into the Interior of New South Walesóò by John Oxley, 
London : Murray, 1820; 
 
-Adelaide : Libraries Board of South Australia, 1964. ---  
Appendix 2 Part II No IV Diary of Mr. Evans, Deputy Surveyor General, from the 8th, to the 18th of 
July 1818. Also available on the internet at  http://www.gutenberg.org/dirs/etext04/xpnsw10.txt 
 

-------------------------------------------------  
On 6

th
 June the party of eighteen men, eight horses, two boats and provisions for twenty-

four weeks departed Wellington Valley whilst others who had carried out the preparations for 
the expedition, including George Hubbard and Richard Lewis, superintendent and overseer 
of Bathurst, returned to that settlement. 

 
Full of hope and expectations, and encouraged by the absence of untoward difficulties, through the 
following two and a half weeks, they passed through country which gave all the indication of being 
 
 
1 Early Explorers of Australiaó by Ida Lee , Metheun & Co Ltd.London 1925 at 

http://gutenberg.net.au/pages/cunningham.html 
2 . Journals of Two Expeditions into Interior of New South Wales ïJohn Oxley Chapter 1   
3 Archives of Tasmania Index of departures 1817-1867   
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good land for the eager pastoralists and new settlers. 

 
You would have already seen that there were only sixteen men listed as members of the 
second expedition, but eighteen left Bathurst. 
 
It having been prearranged for Governor Macquarie to be given an interim report, Oxley detailed 
high hopes of their future success and forwarded the report, on 23

rd
 June, via Thomas 

Thatcher(aka Thacker), a private of the 48
th

 Regiment, and John Hall. Thus, the party was 
reduced to the sixteen listed participants. 

 
Within a week of the tidings being sent to Governor Macquarie, the land became lower and the 
river tended to overflow thus preventing the men and horses ashore remaining in sight of the 

boats. On June 30
th

 Oxley decided to take the larger boat and accompanied by four volunteers 
would attempt to follow the main stream downstream, allowing a month for this attempt. 
 
In Oxley s absence it was decided that Evans would take a party north east for 50-60 miles in 
order that we might be prepared against any difficulties that might occur in the first stages of a 
journey to the north-east coast. 

 
John Williams, the cooper, was set the task of making smaller casks, as those carried on 
the horses were too large for the horses. 
 
Oxley departed on 2

nd
 July, a day of extreme storms. By the evening of the next day, with the 

landscape flooded and the streams surrounded by six-seven foot reeds, Oxley s opinion was 
Ă..decidedly in favour of our being in the immediate vicinity of an inland sea, or lake, most 
probably a shoal one, and gradually filling up by immense depositions from the higher lands, left 
by the waters which flow into it.  
Just five days after setting out of their voyage, Oxley and his volunteers returned up river, where 
he found the experienced Evans had moved the camp to Mt Harris, approximately 30 miles 
north of present day Warren, to avoid the rising waters. 

 
The next day Evans departed on his planned excursion, and whilst it is not recorded who 
accompanied him, it is reasonable he would have taken his long time guide Patrick Byrne would 
have been the first selected and as Evans recorded daily distances, George Simpson would 
have been another. 
 
By their return on 18

th
 July, the party had traveled over 170 miles through dreary, marshy and 

brush cover land. However on 11
th

 July and again on their return they Ă..crossed the stream of 
which was thirty or fort yards wide, but the bed nearly one hundred yards, the banks being eight 
or nine feet high.ó The river was named the Castlereagh.. 
 
The whole expedition, having departed Mt Harris on 20

th
 July, arrived at the Castlereagh a week 

later, however due to its raised level was unable to cross till the 2
nd

 August. They proceeded 
through the bogey Pilliga country, where loaded horses couldn t pass. Detouring they climbed a 
conical hill near present day Mullaley, west of Gunnedah. Here fine, undulating, pastoral land 
stretched before them. Named Liverpool Plains, the area stretches south through the 
Gunnedah, Quirindi and Murrundi regions. 

 
After crossing the Plains they arrived at the Peel River, which was crossed by bridging it by falling 
large trees. One member of the expedition almost drowned when he tried to swim across with a 
horse. Oxley described the lands as being Ăimpossible to find a finer or more luxuriant country 
than it watersó. 
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After bypassing a massive crevasse and passing through the Walcha district, Oxley and Evans 
ascended to a peak where the view caused Oxley to record on 23

rd
 September -Ăé.Bilboaós 

ecstasy at the first sight of the South Sea could not have been greater than ours, when on 
gaining the summit of this mountain, we beheld Old Ocean at our feet: it inspired as with new lifeó 

 
The descent to the river, sighted from Sea View Mount, was a horrendous experience one for 
man and beast alike; however the river, named Hastings River, provided the guide for the 
expedition to the coast. Overlooking the entrance of the river to the ocean, Oxley named the inlet 
Port Macquarie. 

 
The present day Mt Seaview is east of the mount from which they sighted the ocean. It is 

thought Mt Kokomerican was more likely their Sea View Mount.
1
 

 
Following the coast the barrier of the Manning River estuary was overcome with the recovery and 
repair of the lifeboat from the wrecked Jan. The carriage of the boat enabled the crossing of various 
waterways and the safe arrival a day s journey short of Port Nelson. Here Evans and  
Harris, bathing at the base of a cliff were attacked by natives hurling spears. Fortunately 
neither man was injured but Evans lost his clothes in his dive to escape.. 

 
The following day, the party arrived at Port Stephens where Evans, with three others, crossed 
the port and traveled overland to Newcastle. 
 

 
Once more George William Evans had successfully fulfilled the task allotted by his Governor. 
Oxley in his letter to Governor Macquarie, written on arrival at Port Stephens commended Evans 
for his services. The general merits of Mr. Evans are so well known to your excellency, that it will 
here be sufficient to observe, that by his zealous attention to every point that could facilitate the 
progress of the expedition, he has endeavoured to deserve a continuance of your excellencyós 
approbation. 
 

1819 -1826 

 
Early December 1818, George was reunited with his family, when he arrived in Hobart aboard the 

brig Prince Leopold, formerly Rosetta.
2
 And what a surprise awaited him. His oldest daughter Ann 

Southam, just 15 years old, had married Richard Fryett on the very day that George had rowed 
across Port Stephens, on his way to Newcastle. The following year, his second daughter, 16 year 

old Harriett married 31 year old John Beamont, on 11
th

 September 1820. Beamont, provost-
marshal at the time of the marriage, had explored the central plateau of the island colony, in 
1817. This no doubt gave the two men common ground for discussion around the fire, at family 
gatherings.. 

 
With his absence from surveying duties for six months, George was once again faced with a 
heavy work load and applied himself with his usual gusto. This was softened in June 1820 when 
Governor Macquarie extended his thanks for a view of Hobart that George had painted and given 
to the governor. Macquarie was so impressed with the gift that he requested similar views of 

Parramatta and Newcastle.
3
 

 
In April 1821, Governor Macquarie departed Sydney for an inspection of Van Diemens Land; 
a journey which would finish on 12 July, with his return to Sydney. 
 
 
1 ĂTimbertown  website - First Europeans in the district.   
2 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6006; 4/3499 pp.181,189)  
3 Ibid; (Reel 6049; 4/1744 pp 368-9)   
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On May 5

th
 Governor Macquarie accompanied by M

rs
. Macquarie, his son Lachlan, Lt. Gov..Sorell and 

his son Edmund, Judge Advocate Wylde, Lt. Robinson, Lt. Macquarie, Doc. Redfern, and Mr.Evans 

departed Hobart to travel over land to Port Dalrymple; reaching Launceston on 10
th

 May. Evans 

standing with Governor Macquarie was illustrated on 15
th

 when he and Doc. Redfern were invited to 

dine with him at the Commandant s house at George Town. 
 

Thursday, 17
th

 May Evans accompanied Governor Macquarie on an inspection of Low Head 
before investigating land to the north-east. A fine valley suitable for 18 settlers, with 30 acre 
allotments, was found. On the following Saturday Evans was in the party which departed George 
Town for Launceston. During the journey Evans had the opportunity to renew acquaintances with 
George Hubbard. A description of this journey can be read in the chapter on George Hubbard - 
Boat Builder. 

 
Returning south, Macquarie, with Major Bell, Redfern and Evans, inspected the new road from 
Elizabeth Town to New Norfolk and the district of Macquarie, during the first week of June. A 
fortnight later Evans was included in a party which inspected the Districts of Pitt Water and 

Coal River, during which an area was confirmed as the township of Sorell.
1
 

 
During Macquarie s visit, Sorell resubmitted his proposal to Gov. Macquarie, to set up a settlement for 

Ăincorrigibles  at Macquarie Harbour ñI am now induced again to submit to Your Excellency the benefit 

that would arise from an early establishment being formed at Macquarie Harbour, for which, should 

Your Excellency approve of it, immediate steps would be taken by the preparation of huts, etc., in 

frame, so that after an examination by the Deputy Surveyor, in order to determine with accuracy the 

points on which we already possess information (for which purpose, Mr. Evans could repair thither in 

the early Spring), the persons destined to form the establishment could be dispatched with all 

necessary supplies at the commencement of the summer. 
2
 

 
Evans wasn t sent as proposed but on 8

th
 December, with the proposal for a settlement approved, 

Sorell advised Lt. John Cuthbertson, the newly appointed Commandant of the intended settlement that 

ĂMr. Evans, Deputy-Surveyor-General of the Colony, is instructed to accompany you in order to 

examine and survey the shores of the harbour with a view to assisting you with his opinion and 

experience, as to the most eligible point for fixing the settlement, security from flooding, contiguity to 

fresh water, and to land most capable of cultivation, and where at least vegetables can be raised, 

proximate to the places of labour for coal and timber and to anchorage and landing places 
for vessels and boats, are the main points for attention in deciding upon the spots to be occupied.ó 
3 
 
 
Evans on return from Macquarie Harbour, aboard Sophia, in February 1822, provided Lt.Gov. 
Sorell with a detailed report,of his journey to set up the settlement on the west coast. He advised 
of the abundance of Huon Pine, the presence of coal, the necessity of clearance of timbered land 
if crops were to be grown, the mile wide mouth of the Gordon River, the abundance of fresh water, 
the problems with entry to the huge harbour; but above all he saw the advantage of the 
establishment at Macquarie Harbour was it would be Ăa place of secure transportation, is the 
certainty that the persons sent thither can have no communication with the eastern side of the 
island, so completely shut in is this part of the surrounding rugged, closely wooded, and altogether 
impracticable country, that escape by land is next to impossible.

4
 

 
1 Lachlan Macquarie; Journal of visit to Van Diemens Land Apr -July 1820; Macquarie University Library 
2 Ian Brand s Macquarie Harbour Research, Dept of   Primary Industries and Water Treatment Library Services : 

 sourced from HRA I/X/528 Lieutenant Governor to Governor, N.S.W. 25 June 1821   
3 Ibid; sourced from 8 TSA/CSO1/134/3229 Lieutenant Governor to Commandant and Magistrate December 1821  
4 Ian Brand s Macquarie Harbour Research, Dept of   Primary Industries and Water Treatment   Library Services   
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Evans was proved correct; only one escapee ever reached the east coast; that being the 

infamous Alexander Pearce, who in two escapes, cannibalized his co-escapees.
1
 

 
In between his surveying and parental duties, and not doubt on board ships, George was writing a book for 
prospective emigrants to Van Diemen s Land which culminated in the publication of ĂA  
Geographical, Historical and Topographical Description of Van Diemenós Landó printed in London 
in 1822. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The book included :- 
 

- Important hints to emigrants  
- List of   necessary articles to take  
- Information when applying for land Grants   
- View of Hobart Town  
- 720 sq inch map of VDL.  
- Harbour and river soundings. etc  

 
The  book,  with  maps  sold  for  15s  or  separately  7s.6d  each.

2
      A  second  edition  under  the  title  

History and Description of the Present State of Van Diemen's Land appeared in 1824. A French 

translation was published at Paris in 1823.
3
 

 
Macquarie had made it quite clear that the Deputy Surveyor s salary was Ăquite inadequateó and Sorell who 

had a high opinion of Evans, sanctioned the acceptance of Ăpresents of office  by the surveyors to 

supplement their salaries. It was also a practice to Ăthrow in  additional pieces of land with the issue of land 

grants.
4
 These practices resulted in some disgruntled settlers and they were supported by the new 

lieutenant-governor, Sir George Arthur who had arrived from a period of autocratic rule in Honduras and a 

successful court action by his deputy for wrongful imprisonment.
5 

 
Arthur wrote to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, charging Evans with bribery and illegally 

disposing of Crown Lands.
6
 

 

On 4
th

  September 1824, whilst in Sydney, George wrote to Frederick Goulburn , the  
Colonial Secretary, requesting the opportunity to defend himself against Lieut. Governor 
Arthur s charges 
Sir, 
Absence in the Interior and a longer detention than I had anticipated, have presented me from 
 
 
1      Hobart Town Gazette, 6 August 1824  

sourced online from     http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/TASSupC/1824/11.html  
2 A Geographical, Historical and Topographical Description of Van Diemen s Land, GW Evans, John Souter London 

1822  
3 Dictionary of Australian Biography. Percy Serle, Angus & Robertson 1949, sourced online at  

http://gutenberg.net.au/dictbiog/0-dict-biogE.html  
4 Ibid   
5 Ibid: sourced at http://gutenberg.net.au/dictbiog/0-dict-biogA.html#arthur1  
6 Ibid sourced online at    http://gutenberg.net.au/dictbiog/0-dict-biogE.html   
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paying my personal respects to you, since the honor of my first introduction by Mr Oxley. I now 
beg leave to state for your Information, the nature of this public business, which has called me to 
Sydney, and to lay before you a Memorial and copy of Documents already submitted to His  
Excellency the Governor, who has afoured(sic) me , throó Captain Fennell, that, from this strong  
Recommendations and Testimonials of my Conduct conveyed by these papers,, he feels every 
disposition to forward my Views: - but, that consequently upon some complaint alleged against 
me and forwarded by Lieut Governor Arthur, he must necessarily withhold my Memorial, until I 
shall have exculpated myself from such imputation. 
 

 
I should observe, Sir, that I wrote many months ago, to my friends in England, stating to them my 
wish to retire from the public services; who presented a Memorial on my behalf to Earl Bathurst; his 
Lordship in consequence, addressed a Letter to the Earl of Warwick, assuring his Lordship that my 
application, when forwarded through the regular channels of His Excellency the Governor should 
meet favourable consideration. This original Letter is now in His Excellencyós Hands. 

 
Lieut. Governor Arthurós Letter, containing a Charge, as it has been intimated to me, of my 
requiring Donations from the Settlers, was forwarded by the same Ship which conveyed me to this 
place. Had I been pre apprised of any such intended charge, I certainly should not have quitted 
Hobart Town, till I had refuted the unfavourable Accusation. But, his Honor, far from manifesting 
any hostile feeling towards me, parted on terms of apparent friendship and even commissioned 
me to purchase cattle for him, from this settlement, which has been the occasion of my last weeks 
journey up the Country. I think after Twenty two years of active and irreproachable public service, I 
have reason to complain of this conduct as at least uncandid and unfair, Against the injurious 
effects of it, I hope, Sir, I may so far solicit your protection, as to request to be furnished with a 
copy of the Letter, containing the Allegations against me; and the Interposition of your Ifluence for 
ensuring me an impartial Investigation of charges which, I hesitate not to aver, are false, malicious 
and altogether without foundation. 

 
Captain Robinson to whom I have long been known, will have the goodness to certify you of the 
late Lieut. Governor Sorellós opinion of my conduct as well as of the sentiments, entertained of my 
Character and Services, by all the most respectable Inhabitants of Van Diemenós Land. 

 
I repeat, Sir, my respectful, but earnest treaty for your protection and for your good offices in 
procuring, on my Behalf, a fair and open Investigation, in which, I confide, I shall prove myself, 
not undeserving of the attention which I have ventured to crave from you.  

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
with much truth, and respect  

Your faithful and Obedient Humble Servant
1
 

 
G.W.Evans 

 
 
 
 
George either learnt that things would not be in his favour to continue to contest Lieut. Governor 
Arthur, or assumed that to do so may endanger his chances of a pension; as two days later he 
submitted his application for retirement to Governor Sir Thomas Brisbane. 
 
To His Excellency Sir Thomas Brisbane Kt, 

Governor in Chief of His Majestyós Territory of 
 

 
1 Colonial Secretary Index  (Reel 6060; 4/1775 p.143  
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New South Wales and its Dependancies 
Major General and Commander of the Forces 

& & & 
 

The Memorial of George William Evans 
Surveyor General of Van Diemenós Land  

Humbly Hereweth 

 
That your Memorialist having served His Majesty, under Admiral Christian and Sir Roger Curtis, in the 
Naval Storekeeperós Department at the Cape of Good Hope, for upwards of Four Years, now induced 
upon the breaking up of the establishments, in that Colony at the Peace of Amiens of  
1802, to accompany Captain Kent, of the Royal Navy, in His Majestyós Ship Buffalo, in which 
Ship Mr Oxley, the present Surveyor General of New South Wales, then an Officer / to Sydney 
where His Excellency Governor King was pleased to appoint your Memorialist as Acting Deputy  
Commissary, there being no opening for your Memorialist in the Surveyor Generalós Department 
until after the departure of Surveyor General Grimes in 1804 for Europe; when His Excellency 
was pleased to appoint your Memorialist to that situation 

 
That while your Memorialist filled this post he was constantly employed in its most arduous duties, 
independent of constructing all the Government plans, drawings and projections, and having reduced 
the general Territorial Map to a convenient scale for the purpose of its being transmitted to  
His Majestyós Ministers, having thus had the honour to construct the first 
Geographical Representation of the Colony for their information. 
 
That in the Year 1811, your Memorialist was employed to survey the Eastern coast to the  
Southward of Port Jackson, and was the first person by whom Jarvisós Bay was examined and  
Surveyed; on which occasion your Memorialist having volunteered to discover his way back by 
Land through a Country which no European had ever before me passed, your Memorialist 
suffered incredible hardships and difficulties in so doing, having been without food for three days 
together and nearly exhausted when he reached the inhabited parts of the Country, but fortunately 
succeeded in completely ascertaining the value of the immediate Country, part of which is now in 
progress of settlement. 

 
That in the Year 1812, Mr Oxley having been very fortunate as to obtain in England, the 
appointment of Surveyor General of the Colony, upon the retirement of Mr Grimes, your 
Memorialist continued to serve in the Department upon the permanent Establishment as Deputy 
Surveyor. 

 
That your Memorialist was soon after employed in Van Diemenós Land in the difficult and 
perplexing duty of settling and arranging the disputes of the Settlers from Norfolk Island, then just 
abandoned, independent of Surveying and Charting; as much of Van Diemenós Lands as was 
then accessible, on your Memorialistós return from whence His Excellency Governor Macquarie 
was pleased to place your Memorialist upon the permanent Establishment in this Island, on which 
he has ever since continued. 

 
That in the year 1813 your Memorialist was called upon to conduct an Expedition in order to 
penetrate the range called the Blue Mountains , with which great difficult your Memorialist 
effected, and succeeded in discovering the extensive and important Country, now called Bathurst; 
Mr Oxley remaining in Sydney in the execution of the Head Quarters duty of the Department, 
whereby this laborious and important service devolved upon your Memorialist. 

 
That in the year 1815, your memorialist was again sent for from Van Diemenós Land, to attend His 
Excellency Governor Macquarie to Bathurst, when it was His Excellencyós pleasure to confide to 
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your Memorialist a further prosecution of his former discoveries in the interior of New Holland and it was 

in consequences of your Memorialistós successful performances of this duty that His Excellency was 

pleased to set on foot that Expedition, afterwards undertaken by the Surveyor General Oxley and your 

memorialist, the particulars of which are sufficiently well known to your Excellency to render it 
unnecessary to mention them further, than that , after a long and protracted, and fatiguing Expedition / 

the result which is now before the Public / your Memorialist having fully completed all the duties 

confided to him, was ordered to return to his station in Van Diemenós Land. 
 
That in the Year 1818 your Memorialist was a third time sent for to Sydney on the second  
Expedition, when it was your Memorialistós fortune always to be employed in advance, and to 
have penetrated further into the interior than any other individual ; the particulars of this Expedition 
are so well known to Your Excellency, that, Memorialist will only remark that he was enabled, by 
passing the mouth of Port Stephens, accompanied by two men only, to reach Newcastle and 
obtain relief for the Expedition, which having remained behind would otherwise, in all human 
probability, have been lost. 

 
Your Excellency will thus perceive that Memorialist has served His Majesty altogether more 
that twenty four years, upwards of Twenty Years of which has been employed in the most 
active, arduous, fatiguing and distressing duties in this Territory, having been Weeks together 
in the interior, on foot, exposed to all the vicissitudes of the weather, subjected to chance for 
ever a supply of Food, with no covering but a Blanket, for days without being perfectly dry; thus 
undergoing for so long a period, fatigues and difficulties which have had at last the effect of 
breaking up your Memorialistós constitution and inflicting upon him a permanent Chronic  
Rheumatism, from which your Memorialist is seldom free; finding himself therefore unable to 
continue in the performance of the active duties which are still required of him: having a large 
family to support, your Memorialist is desirous of obtaining, the permission of His majesty to retire 
from his office of Surveyor General and becoming a settler on this Island upon the footing, and 
with the indulgence granted to those arriving from England, trusting that Your Excellency will be 
pleased to consider that Memorialistós long services and the peculiar nature of them do not render 
him unworthy of Your Excellency conferring upon him the great obligation of recommending him to 
His Gracious Sovereign that, he may be permitted to retire from his present Office of Surveyor  
General of Van Diemenós Land upon such Pension or Retirement allowance, as Your Excellency 
may be pleased to consider your Memorialist is fairly entitled to, which he humbly submits his 
long Services and the arduous and exhausting nature of them give him some claim to hope may 
be equal to his present pay; particularly as in the common course of nature, such a mark of His  
Majestyós Royal Bounty cannot be of a very long duration.

1
 

 
And Your Memorialist as is duty bound 

Will ever pray.  
G.W.Evans  

Hobart Town 
Van Diemenós Land 
 

 
George evidently forgot, or chose to forget, about the years he was farming or his dismissal 
in 1805. 

 
Wracked by stress and physical suffering, George suffered a further blow when he had to bury 
his wife, Jennett , in April of 1825, leaving him with 5 year old Jane and teenagers John, George 
Francis and Elizabeth. 
 
 
1      Ibid: (Fiche 3087:4/1837A No319 p.247)  
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As fate would have it, George jnr who had finally decided to visit the Colony, no doubt to visit the 
grave of his mother, missed his father George, when he arrived in Hobart on 16th November 
1826, aboard Leda, as his father had departed Hobart for England aboard Henry, on the same 
day, with his new wife, Lucy Parris Lempriere and children George Francis, John Thomas and 

Jane Isabella.
1
 

 
Jennet had died the previous year, however young George was able to meet Ann, who had 
married Richard W Fryett, Government auctioneer, and Harriet who had married John Beamont, 
Provost Marshall and explorer as well as the younger siblings. It must have been a shock to 
George to have learnt he had a brother called George Francis; as a child was only given the same 
Christian name when the other sibling had died. 

 
On his return to Warwickshire, George supplemented his pension of ȥ200pa with art teaching.  
Whilst in England George met William Glover, father of the famed landscape painter, John Glover, in 
1827 and sold him 80 acres of land in Tasmania, in return for ȥ300 worth of paintings. John  
Glover migrated to Tasmania in 1831.

2
 

 
George and Lucy named their first son, George who was christened at Leamington Priors, Warwick, in 
October 1827. George II, who died at Glebe NSW in 1897, married Agnes M. Rogers in 1854. George 
and Lucy evidently had no intent of returning to Australia at this stage as, not only was George and 
Jennett s first child named George, their sixth child was christened George 
Francis. 
 
In addition to their first born, George, George and Lucy had a further seven children:- 
 
Isabella Parris b. before 1830 London 
 
m.  
i. Augustus F Piguenit  
ii Charles W Anthony  
iii Frederick Hunt   
Lucy b. 1831 London m. Frederick George Swan 

Charles b. 1832 Sydney NSW  
Charlotte Ann b. 1838 
Sydney Henry W. b. 1841 
Sydney   Edward Lempriere b. 29

th
  Jun 1844 d. two days later. 

Mary Lempriere b. 1845 Hobart d. 1921 Newtown NSW m. Edwin J Turpin 1886 Fiji 

 
Intending to return to New South Wales, George negotiated to forego his annual pension in return for 
a lump sum payment of ȥ600. George and Lucy, with four year old George, three year old  
Charles and baby Lucy, departed England aboard Elizabeth, in March 1832. 

 
On his return from England George took up the position of Art Master, at The Kings School; located at 

ĂHarrisford  in George St., Parramatta. In 1836 the School transferred to 3 Marist Place, O Connell St. 

Parramatta, where it remained till 1964. George s tenture continued to 1843. 

 
During his time in Sydney, George also conducted a book store in Bridge St. Sydney where he was 
also a publisher. It is not known how many books he published however ĂLove Story/by A. 
 
 
1 Archives of Tamania , Index of departures 1817-1867  
2 John Glover - Timeline accessed at   http://www.tmag.tas.gov.au/Glover2003/timeline.htm   
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Bushman (William Harvey Christie,1808-1873) was published by George, in 1841, and has been 
reproduced as an e-book by The University of Sydney and is available on the internet. During this 
period George also established the Australian Circulating Library, a subscription based library. 

 
Lucy who conducted a finishing school at 6 The Colonade,1834; Sydney, Albion House, Millers 
Point, 1835; and Castlereagh St, Sydney, 1836-7; balanced her teaching whilst managing her 
mother s duties to George and Lucy. However she was forced to give up tutoring the young 
ladies of Sydney upon becoming pregnant with Charlotte. 

 
Lucy, with her three children returned to Hobart in 1839 to live. George evidently visited Hobart 
in the next years as Lucy gave birth to Henry in 1841 and Sydney in Jun 1844. 

 
One would like to think that George s move to Hobart in early 1844 was due to him missing his wife 
and children. However he was unable to re-let Warwick Lodge, his property at Newtown Bay, and 
returned to take up residence there. The following year another daughter, Mary was born. 

 
Following the sale of 1000 acres, at Ulva, to Simeon Lord, a former convict who arrived in the 
Second Fleet, pioneer sealing entrepreneur, merchant, ship-owner, land owner and 
manufacturer, (refer chapters: John Harris ,Thomas William Parr) in 1841, Evans applied for a 
land grant. This was denied. 

 
George continued his sell-off of lands he held in Hobart and the Argyle district, before selling 
Warwick Lodge to his son, George Francis, in 1848, and moving to 58 Macquarie St, Hobart.  
The same year, Lucy married Frederick Swan, an Army Officer. After the birth of their first child 
they left Australia to St. Helena a remote volcanic island in the South Atlantic about 1,100 miles 
(1,770 km) from the west coast of Africa. At the time of the 1881 British Census, Frederick was 
Assistant Commissary Gnl (Army) on Mauritius while Lucy and four of her grown children where 
living at 64 Tavistock Road North Side, London. Three of the children were born on St Helena 
between 1853 and 1859. Whilst George and Lucy had a young family, his son George Francis and 
Rebecca were expanding their family at the same time, with 9 children between 1838 and 1853. 
George s grand daughter, Harriett Fryett married Richard Pitt in 1846 and presented George with 
great-grandsons in 1849 and 1851; and Mary Ann Fryett who married Nathaniel Olding presented 
him with a great, grand-daughter in 1848. 

 
John Beamont, who explored the Central Highlands of Van Diemen s land in 1817, married Harriet  
Evans in 1820, and retired from the position of sheriff, in 1841 no doubt spent many 
hours reminiscing with his father in law, about their exploits into the unknown. 
 
On 17

th
 August 1849, Lucy Parris Evans died, and was buried at New Town , Hobart; behind 

the Old Orphan School and St John s Church.  
In the Memory of  
LUCY PARRIS  

The beloved and affectionate Wife 
of GEORGE WILLIAM EVANS 
Warwick Lodge New Town Bay  

Who deeply deplores his Painful loss 
-----------------------  

She departed this life on the 17
th

 
day of August 1849.  
Aged 42 years 
-----------------------  

After his death in 1852, the following inscription, in slightly smaller script was added:-
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Also 

GEORGE WILLIAM EVANS 
Died Octr 16

th
   1818  

Aged  74 
1
 

 
Keith Weatherburn notes Evans sold Warwick Lodge in 1848, this being so, George evidently 
noted Lucy being resident at Warwick Lodge in order that she, and he would be remembered in 
the future as being people of standing. 

 
The headstone was moved from St John s to St Andrew s Anglican Church, Evandale, a 
northern Tasmanian town that was named after George. 

 
Following Lucy s death George moved to 167 Macquarie St, under the care of a daughter, later assisted by 
a servant Harriet Vokes and a labourer, Thomas Hart. It was here he died ñ by visitation of God in a natural 
way to wit of Disease of the Heart and not otherwiseò, soon after 10pm on  
Saturday 16

th
  October 1852.

2
 

 
I reserve the last word on George William Evans for Alan Keith Weatherburn, his 
descendant, historian and biographer. 
 
ñFor the most part Evans seems to have been a very human individual who served his 
country well and sought little personal recognition for his meritorious achievements. 
His name which should be remembered by a grateful nation, and not allowed to fall into 
obscurity because of inadequate historical coverage and the malevolent and unjust 
accusations of a despotic Lieutenant Governor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Headstone at St Andrews, Evansdale Tasmania  
2 George William Evans, Explorer - A.K.Weatherburn   
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Charles Fraser (aka Frazer/Frazier) 
 

14 Apr.1791 - 22 Dec. 1831 
Soldier / Gardener/Colonial Botanist/  

Superintendent of NSW Botanic Gardens. 

 
For over 170 years Charles Fraser has been recorded as being born circa 1788 at Blair 
Atholl; and at his death, in 1831, he was registered as being 45 years of age. 
 
However he was born at Blair Atholl, Perthshire, Scotland on 14

th
 April 1791, the third 

of five children born to James Fraser and Willhelmina Rattray
1
 

 
All the children were christened at the Church of Scotland, Blair Atholl. 

Louisa b. 17 Feb 1785 ch. 27 Feb 1785 
Ann b. 12 Feb 1787 ch. 13 Feb 1787 
Charles b.   14 Apr 1791 ch. 18 Apr 1791 
Elisabeth  ch. 30 Nov 1795 
John b. 2 Oct 1797 ch.    4 Oct   1797 

 
Whilst there was a Charles Fraser born in 1793 at Blair Atholl, the proof of Charles 
parentage is to be found in Cunningham s dairy of his 1828 exploration to Mt 
Lindsey, with Fraser and Capt. Logan, when he records:- 

 
"On the 8th we stood away to the north-east across Dulhunty's Plain, and in two 
miles and a half reached the forest ground watered by the Logan, which had become 
a connected stream. In another two miles to the N.E. we entered a second plain, . . .  
containing about 700 acres, to which was given the name of Rattray, after a relative 

of Mr. Fraser.ò
2
 

 
The author located this passage and made the connection to Charles  birth in 2005.  
However in later research he discovered Dr Gillian Davies and Christine Carwardine 
B.Sc. had made the same connection, in a paper presented to the Australian 
Garden History 2004 Conference, at Sydney. 

 
In his obituary, Charles was recorded as probably having spent some of his youth in the 
nurseries of the Duke of Norfolk. However Christine Cawardine, through her research in  
Scotland, was able to give a more detailed view of Charles  early life. 
 
Blair was the name of the estates of the Dukes of Atholl, some 16000 acres 
(6475ha). The Second and Fourth Dukes planted some twenty million trees, with the 

larch trees being the first planted in large numbers in Scotland.
3
 The famous poet, 

Rabbie Burns wrote a poem from Bruar Water requesting the 4
th

 Duke to plant trees 
at the Falls of Bruar. 
 
 
 
1 Familysearch.org    Church of  Latter Days Saints  
2 Early Explorers in Australia From the Log-Books and Journals by Ida Lee  F.R.G.S., Hon. F.R.A.H.S.   

Chapter XVIIIĂFurther Exploraions of Queensland. Determination of Cunningham s Gap.From  
Cunningham's Report to Governor Darling   

3 From presentation to AGHS 2004 Conference , Sydney, by Dr Gillian Davies with research by 
Christine Carwardine BSc  
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A James Fraser, likely, Charles  father, was a tenant at Old Blair between 1779 ï1800.
1  

Charles started work as a gardener and was said by Alexander 
Macleay(Colonial Secretary 14 Jun 1825  
ï 2 Jan 1837) to have gained his education in some of the best gardens in Scotland. His 
practical horticultural skills were first learnt at Blair Castle where even the Kitchen 
Garden had been landscaped with an ornamental lake and numerous lead statutes. 
Thus he grew up with gardening on a grand scale. 

 
Fraser had knowledge of the Edinburgh Gardens with its Superintendent William McNab, 
where he would have seen the Australian collection and possibly some of Robert  
Brownós Australian herbarium specimens. He also knew the Glasgow Botanic Gardens, 
corresponding with Stewart Murray its Superintendent, all his life. Once Fraser was 
established at the Sydney Gardens, correspondence developed with William Jackson 
Hooker, then Professor of Botany and Director at Glasgow, who in time became a 

friend supplying him with books, magazines and even local newspapers.
2
 

 
Charles Fraser s arrival in the Colony is subject to supposition , however the 
following can be supported:- 

 The 1822 General Muster of NSW records Charles Frazer(sic), Colonial Botanist  
Ųcame freeó ŲWindhamó.  

 ŲWindhamó arrived in Sydney   on 11
th

  February 1814, with the HQ 46
th

  Reg. under  
the command of Lt.Col Molle.  

 ĂWindham departed Sydney on 14
th

 April to the Derwent and Ceylon, with 
a detachment of the 73

rd
 Reg.   

 The 1828 Census of NSW records Charles Fraser -39. Came Free. Guildford 
2. 1816 . Botanist Govt Gdns.   

 Charles enlisted in the 56
th

 (West Essex) Regiment of Foot on 8
th

 June 1815 
at Sandown, Isle of Wight.

3
   

 The 56
th

  was used for escort duties aboard ships to / from the Colony; and it was   
in this capacity that a detachment arrived in Port Jackson, aboard ŲGuildfordó 
on 8

th
 April 1816, in charge of a complement of 230 Irish convicts.

4
  

 
 
For Charles to have arrived on both ŲWindhamó and ŲGuildfordó he must have returned 
to England and enlisted in the 56

th
 Regiment, as had he been a member of the 46

th
 

Regiment at that time, he would have remained in the Colony. Likewise, had he come 
free, as indicated in the 1922 General Muster, he would also been allowed to remain. 
This would appear to leave only one other alternative ï Charles was a crew member on 
the ŲWindhamó. 

 
The reason for his return to Sydney may have rested with Governor Macquarie, renowned 
for making use of the abilities of the members of the Colony, be they free or convicts. 
Becoming aware of Fraser s botanical abilities he may have recommended that  
Fraser return to England and enlist in the 56

th
 Regiment, as its members were used 

on guard duties aboard convict ships coming to the Colony.. 
 
Having thus enlisted, he returned aboard   ŲGuildfordó  and Fraser was transferred to the 
 
 
1 Ibid  
2 Ibid   
3 Ibid  
4 Fraser,Charles. Introduction. Also   Convictions:Australian Shipping on the Net by Peter Larson  
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46

th
  (South Devonshire) Regiment of Foot, which was stationed in the Colony. 

 
Two months after his arrival in Sydney, Gov. Macquarie proclaimed the Sydney  
Botanic Gardens. Charles receiving his first supervisory position in 1818 when asked to 

look after Ăthe Exotics .
1
 Macquarie s instructions to Fraser, in relation to his 

accompaniment of Oxley s 1817 expedition, refer to him as Botanist and Gardener.
2
 

 
22 - 2-1817  
Instructions for Pvte Charles Fraser of the 46

th
  Regiment of Foot, Botanist and Gardener 

 
Deeming it expedient to send you on the Expedition of Discovery under orders to 
proceed to explore the Country to the Westward of the Blue Mountains and now 
fitting out under John Oxley Esq, surveyor general of Lands ; you are to be governed 
by the following instructions 
 

1
st

 You are to place yourself under the orders of the said Mr Oxley Esq. on his arrival at 
Bathurst and obey such orders and Instructions as you shall receive from him from time 
to time during the continuance of the Service you are now going upon giving every 
assistance in your power in facilitating and forwarding the complete process of the same, 
whether by Land or by Water, and not consider any duty required of you - such as 
carrying provisions, leading of Pack Horses, or rowing in boats ï as incompatible with 
the more immediate Duties you are to be principally employed upon during the 
Expedition. 
 

2
nd

 . It being necessary that a separate Collection of Botanical seeds and Plants should be 
made for his majestyós Ministers at Home and for this government [ independent of that to 
be made by Mr Cunningham ,the Kingós Botanist also proceeding on this  
Expedition], your exertions are to be more particularly directed to the execution of this 

Service ï you are accordingly to make a Collection in Triplicate of all rare and new Plants 

and seeds you meet with in the new discovered Country, during the continuance of the 

Expedition of discovery; packing up and preserving the same with all possible care, so as to 

deliver them all safe her to me on the return of the Expedition to Sydney. ï You are on no 

account to give away any of those Plants or Seeds you may Collect to any other Person 

whatsoever excepting me. ï But you are at liberty to give any reasonable assistance in your 

power to Mr Cunningham, the Botanist during the Service. 
 
3

rd
 You will set out tomorrow for Parramatta in order to proceed from thence in charge 

of a Convoy of Provisions and Stores for Bathurst for the use of the expedition, and you 
will receive your instructions on this head from MrWm. Cox esq, at Parramatta. 
 

I am yours  
LM 

 
Accordingly, Fraser, referred to as Frazer by Oxley, carried out his duties as directed. 

 
As was normal with reports by Oxley, there were minimal references to those 

accompanying him; with Fraser s participation only being recorded once:-
3 

 
1 Dr Gillian Davies   
2 Colonial Secretary Index;   Reel 6068; 4/1814 pp.7-9, 27  
3 John Oxley Journals pf Two Expeditions into Inland of New South Wales Part I  
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June 22 
 
ñééééé.Frazer, our botanical soldier, also returned from Mount Bowen, in Goulburn s 

Range; but was not fortunate enough to find any thing new in vegetation, as it had been 
lately burnt: it was, however, remarkable that the paneratium Macquarie should be found 
growing in great abundance at the very top; this plant never being found except near moist 

Places, and in the vicinity of water. At the foot of Mount Bowen, Frazer fell in with a native 
camp, which had not been quitted more than a day or two: among the reliques were three or 
four pearl muscles, such as we had observed on the river; and it is probable that these may 

have been the property of natives who live more immediately in that vicinity. These shells 
are used as knives, being ground very sharp against the rocks, and certainly for a scraper 

they may answer very well.ò 
 

 
In comparison, Cunningham is mentioned eleven times, plus Mount Cunningham, 
named after the King s botanist, gaining even more references. 

 
However, Cunningham shows that Oxley did appreciate Fraser when he recorded 
Oxley naming a Mount after the ŲHis Excellencyós collector. 

 
Cunningham gives a better description of Fraser s participation with no less than sixteen 
passages recording his work on the expedition; including a passage which tells us that  
Fraser was at the Lachlan depot for a month before Cunningham s arrival; during which 
time he carried out his botanical duties:- 
 

7
th

   Sunday (May) 
 
I visited the rocky hills on the left bank in company with C. Fraser of the 46th Regt., who 
had been sent as one of our party, in order to form a separate collection of seeds and 
specimens for Earl Bathurst. We were both well armed in case of attack from the 
natives. Fraser had been before on these hills, in his pursuits of the Flora (to which he is 
very much attached) during the period of time he had been at this depôt, viz: about one 
month. Having crossed the grassy flats near the River we ascended the rugged stony 

hills, where I found the following interesting plants. 
1
 

 
Though mention of his men by name was scant, Oxley appreciated the efforts of those 
who traveled with him and was ever ready to praise their performances to his 
superiors, and recommend just rewards. 
 
Appendix 1 Journal of Exploration into the Interior of New South Wales 
 
Letter from Oxley to Governor Macquarie, advising of his return from first expedition. 
 
Bathurst, August 30, 1817. 

 
ñIt would perhaps appear presumptuous in me to hazard an opinion upon the merits of 
persons engaged in a pursuit in which I have little knowledge; the extensive and 
 
 
1      ĂEarly Explorers in Australia From the Log-Books and Journals by Ida Lee  F.R.G.S., Hon. F.R.A.H.S. 

Chapter 6, Allan Cunningham . ĂBathurst to Farewell Hill 20 April ï 17May, 1817 
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valuable collection of plants found by Mr. A. Cunningham, the King s botanist, and Mr. C.  
Frazer(sic), the colonial botanist, will best evince to your excellency the unwearied 
industry and zeal bestowed in the discovery and preservation of them; in every 
other respect they also merit the highest praise. 
 
 
In the following year, Fraser was appointed as sole botanist to accompany Oxley s 
second expedition of exploration, to the interior. In his journal of this expedition, Oxley 
fails to give any recognition to Fraser or his work, however in his letter to Governor 
Macquarie, from Port Stephens, he again shows his appreciation of his men, and in 
the case of Fraser reported the following:- 
 
Port Stephens, November 1, 1818. 

 
Mr. Charles Fraser, the colonial botanist, has added many new species to the already 
extended catalogue of Australian plants, besides an extensive collection of seeds, etc.; 
and in the collection, and preservation, he has indefatigably endeavoured to obtain 

your excellencyós approval of his services.
1
 

 
Fraser together with Cunningham Ă.. an accession of upwards of Five Hundred Plants 

totally different from those hitherto collected or known in this countryó during the 1817 

expedition.
2
 

 

In the 1818 expedition, as sole botanist he collected upwards of 700 specimens .
3
 

 
The Government Order of 5

th
 November, recorded in Appendix II, No V, of Journal of 

Exploration into the Interior of New South Wales, shows Macquarie s appreciation of 
the endeavours of the partyé. 
 
GOVERNMENT, AND GENERAL ORDERS. 
 
Government House, Parramatta, December 5, 1818. 
 
CIVIL DEPARTMENT. 

 
The sanguine hope which his excellency the governor was induced to entertain, that, by 

pursuing the course of the Macquarie River, which had been discovered running in a north-

west direction by John Oxley, Esq., on his return last year from tracing the course of the 

Lachlan to the south-west, would have amply compensated for the disappointment sustained 

on that occasion; and his excellency having in consequence accepted the farther services of 

Mr. Oxley, on a second expedition; the party consisting of John Oxley, Esq., surveyor 

general; John Harris, Esq., late surgeon of the 102nd regiment, (who most liberally 

volunteered to accompany the expedition); Mr. Evans, deputy surveyor general; and Mr. 

Charles Fraser, colonial botanist; éééééééééééééééé 
his excellency is happy in offering his most cordial congratulations to John Oxley, Esq., 

 
1 Journals of Two Expeditions into the Interior of New South Wales by John Oxley. Journal of An 

Expedition in Australia. Appendix , Part II. No.V  
2 The Royal Botanic Gardens Sydneyò a History 1816 ï 1955, Lionel Gilbert, Melbourne ,Oxford 

University Press ISBN o 195547195 P.30   
3 ĂCharley Fraser, first grower of Australian plants in Australia ,Association of Societies for Growing  

Australian Plants Newsletter #55 March 2000 , Peter Olde  
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the conductor of this expedition, and to John Harris, Esq., Mr. Evans, and Mr. Fraser, 
on their safe return from this arduous undertaking.  
 

In the Quarter ending 31
st

 March, 1819, payments were made from the Police Fund, 
for the services of Oxley, Cunningham and Fraser on the 1817 expedition. 

 
It is interesting to note that Oxley and Cunningham received remuneration of £200 and £50 
respectively, ordered by His Royal highness, the Prince Regent, whilst Fraser, who was paid 
at the Governor s direction, received £75.

1 Macquarie was intent on retaining the graces of 
Earl of Bathurst and took care to advise him of the botanical success of the expedition and 
sent dried seeds of 150 species and drawings by Mr Lewin. His preference for services to 
Bathurst rather than the King was shown when he refused  
Cunningham, the King s Botanist, his request to retain his expedition horse and suggested 

he request approval from ñyour Employers at Home ñ to purchase one.
2 

 
1819 saw Fraser again accompanying Oxley and Alan Cunningham. This time, to Port 
Macquarie where Cunningham and Fraser explored up the Hastings River, for four 

days in mid May.
3
  

Three cases, containing all the rare and choice plants discovered and collected by Fraser 

were forwarded by MacQuarie to Earl Bathurst for the King in England in 1819óó.
4
 

 
In January of 1819, John Thomas Bigge was appointed Commissioner of Inquiry, to 
thoroughly investigate all aspects of the administration of the Colony and the life of the 
inhabitants. His investigation also involved agriculture which lead to association with  
Fraser who accompanied Bigge to Van Diemen s Land in 1820. 
 
During his two expeditions with Oxley, Fraser who was described in his obituary as ˈ  
é..usually the convivial and agreeable companion  no doubt spent considerable time 
with the men around the camp fire and learnt of William Cox s less than legal 
exploitation of men and Government supplies; which led to Fraser making a written 
submission to Commissioner Bigge, accusing William Cox of illegally using Government 
servants, stock, land and stores for his own use. As a result Commissioner Bigge 
conducted hearings at Bathurst, during 1820, to hear evidence from convicts and 
emancipists who had been involved in working for Cox. 

 
Those giving evidence included James Blake, Patrick Byrne, and Richard Kippas. The 
submitted evidence indicated Cox was not only guilty of misappropriating labour,  
stock, property, stores and materials but also of recommending an excess of pardons 

for convicts.
5
 

 
 
Following the hearings at Bathurst, Commissioner Bigge, together with a party including 

John Oxley and Charles Fraser, departed on 17
th

 October to Lake Bathurst, 138 miles to 
 
1 Colonial Secretary Index ; Reel 6038; SZ1044 p.53   
2 The Royal Botanic Gardens Sydneyò a History 1816 ï 1955, Lionel Gilbert, Melbourne ,Oxford 

University Press ISBN o 195547195 P.30  
3 Colonial Secretary Index; Reel 6034 SZ8 pp 4-8   
4 ĂCharley Fraser, first grower of Australian plants in Australia  Association of Societies for 

Growing Australian Plants Newsletter #55 March 2000 P.Olde   
5 The Evidence of the Bigge Reports ï New South Wales under Governor Macquarieéé.John Ritchie  

Vol 1 The Oral Evidence, Wm Heineman Aust P/L 1971   ISBN o85561 027 1 
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the south, where they met Governor Macquarie and his party on 26

th
 October. 

Following inspection of the Lake George area the parties returned to Parramatta, 

arriving on 9
th

 November 1820.
1
 

 
In 1821 Charles indicated his desire to remain in the colony by applying for a grant of 

land.
2
 

 
The Humble Petition of Charles Fraser 

 
Respectfully States 

 
That Memorialist arrived in this Colony in the year 1816, and now holding the 
appointment of Colonial Botanist, and acting in that Capacity attended J Oxley Esq. 
Surveyor General on his expeditions into the interior. 

 
That memorialist has never received any indulgence of Land in this Colony, and it being 
his intention to reside herein, respectfully ?????? to, your Excellency maybe pleased to 
grant him such a part as he shall be considered deserving of. 
 

And memorialist will gratefully   Pray etc 
 

Charles Fraser  
4 Sep 1821 

 
On the same day Governor Macquarie responded to Charles  petition in an 
extremely generous manner 

 
Mr Charles Frazer will be permitted to settle in the Colony, and as such will receive a 
Grant of 500 acres of Land with three Government Men on the Store for six months 
from the date of him taking possession of his land. 
 

LM  
Sydney  

4 Sept 1821 
 
 

 
Charles  statement Ăéand now holding the appointment of Colonial Botanist..Ų supports  
Peter Olde who states Ăé1 January 1821 Fraser was appointed formally to the position.. 
Dr Gillian Davies confirms this as ratification with actual appointment one year prior. 
Interestingly Governor Macquarie referred to him as ñcolonial botanist in the 
Government Order dated December 5, 1818. 
 
Fraser was shown to be highly regarded by Macquarie when he wrote to his successor,  
Sir Thomas Brisbane KGB, from aboard ship ñSurreyò, in Port Jackson, on 15

th  February 
 
 

 
1 Journeys in Time 1809 - 1822, a joint initiative of Macquarie University and the State Library of New 

South Wales. - Journal of a Tour of Inspection to the Western and Southern Countries some time 
since discovered by Chas. Throsby Esqr. ---in Octr. & Novr. 1820. Lachlan Macquarie   

2 Colonial Secretary Index;   Fiche 3036; 4/1826 No.48  
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1822 ,

1
  sending 

 
ñ List of Names of Persons holding appointments under Government thus strongly 

recommended to the Patronage, Protection and kindness of His Excellency Governor Sir  
Thomas Brisbane KGB; namely  
 
Macquarie proceeded to list 12 persons, of which three are of interest :- 
 
#3. Mr Jas Meehan     Dep Surveyor Gen. 

 
No mention was made of John Oxley, Surveyor General; thus enhancing the Oxley family 
claim of Meehan being Macquarie s favourite, in the Surveyor General s  
Department 
 
#9. Mr Charles Fraser     Colonial Botanist 
 
A final tribute to a man who had assisted Macquarie to gain the graces of Earl Bathurst 
 
#12 Sergeant Chas Whalan Commission of the Light Horse 

 
The Light Horse was the Governor's Body Guard of Light Horse, and whilst Whalan has no 
connection with the Oxley expeditions I have included him to add to the mystery of the 
naming of the Light Horse Brigade s horses as ĂWalersò. Whilst the usual source of the 
name is attributed to the fact that horses from India were bred with horses in the Colony 
and when they were sold overseas, and used by the Light Horsemen, they were referred to 
as ñWalersò, after their New South Wales origins. 

 
The horses in the early 1800 s were extremely prized and it is more than likely the 
horses, instead of being referred to as belonging to the Governor's Body Guard of 
Light Horse, were referred to by the shorter ˈWhalanósò which over the years became 
ñWalanós/Walenós/Walers.  
Gov. Brisbane evidently honoured Macquarie s request. The following year, whilst 
collecting Red Cedar seedlings around Rosehill, with a cart and two horses he met an 

envious Allan Cunningham who had neither horse or cart.
2
 

 
Fraser is described in his obituary ñé. his office of botanist and his talent threw him 
continually into every variety of company, of whom he was usually the convivial and 
agreeable companion.  Mathew John Richardson, a nurseryman, sentenced to seven 
years transportation, found this to be very true. 

 
Richardson arrived in Sydney aboard ĂLord Eldon  in 1817. He worked in the new 
Government gardens, no doubt under the direction of Charles Fraser. In February 
1821, pardoned by Governor Macquarie, he returned to England aboard "Dromedary" 
with plants seeds and rock specimens for Earl Bathurst and others. 

 
Just eight months later, following his arrest for house breaking, he received the death sentence 
which was commuted to life transportation. He arrived in Hobart aboard ñArabò, 
 
 
1 Ibid : Reel 6020; 2/8130 p.355   
2 From presentation to AGHS 2004 Conference , Sydney, by Dr Gillian Davies with research by 

Christine Carwardine BSc  
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at the latter end of 1822 and was put to work as a gardener till May 1823 when Lieut. 
Governor Sorrell sought permission from Governor Darling for Richardson to return to 
Sydney in the company of Colonial Botanist Fraser.

1
 No doubt at the behest of 

Fraser who was to again guide and influence Richardson s life 

 
He worked as a gardener at Sydney Botanic Gardens, flourishing under Fraser s 
tutoring; subsequently accompanying Oxley to Port Macquarie and Moreton Bay in 
1823-4. Departing Sydney in late1824 to Melville Island.

2
 he was Overseer of the 

Botanic Gardens there,
3
 prior to the abandonment of the settlement in1829.  

On June 29
th

 of that year, just two years before he died, Fraser again showed his 
willingness to assist Richardson and displayed confidence in his abilities when he 

submitted a petition to the Governor :-
4
 

 
 
 
29/4835 20/ June 1829 Botanic Garden 

20
th

  June 1829 
Sir,  

I have the honor to submit to the kind consideration of His Excellency the Governor 
the case of John Richardson Convict for Life, who has been employed for several years 
as Gardener at Melville Island, from which Settlement he returned by the Ship Lucy 
Ann. From the character given him by the various Commandants under which he served 
and the testamany [sic] which I can justly bear to his previous conduct I consider him an 
abject _______ of His Excellencyós clemency.  
Should the Govt be in search of a person as a Collector of subjects in Natural History, 
I can safely recommend him. 
 

I have the honor to be  
Your Obedient Servant 

 

 
C.Fraser 
Col. Botanist 

 
William Baxter, an English gardener collecting seeds and plants for nurserymen, was 
recommended to Fraser by William J Hooker, Professor of Botany at Glasgow 
University. Fraser sponsored Baxter on his expedition to Western Australia in 1828-
9. Richardson joined him there in 1829 

 
Unfortunately, Richardson , without the guidance of Fraser, who died in 1831, reverted 
to his lawless ways and found himself facing lashings and time on a Road Gang, in the 
Blue Mountains.  
Even from his grave Fraser s guidance and recommendation came to Richardson s aid 
when he was appointed plant collector with Thomas Mitchell s third expedition. 
Mitchell s subsequent complimentary report, to the Governor, lead to Richardson s 
Conditional Pardon in 1837. 
 
1 Colonial Secretary Index: CSI Reel 6010; 4/3508 p.253  
2 Ibid: Reel 6066; 4/1802 pp.85-6, 92  
3 Ibid:  Reel 6070;  4/6037 p.61   
4 Transcript provided to Philip Short, Northern Territory Herbarium, Palmerston by Mrs 

Barbara Richardson  
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This time Richardson did not let his old benefactor down. He continued gardening, 

married Catherine Doyle in 1852, at Singleton, had seven children and died in 1882.
1
 

 
Unstinting his application to his profession, Charles dedicated himself, not only to the 
development of the Botanic gardens but continued collecting throughout the Colony and 
further a field. 

 
Charles departed Sydney on New Years Day,1826, aboard HM Sloop Larne, under 
the command of Lt Kingcombe RN; together with The Venerable the Archdeacon 

Thomas Hobes Scott, Major Lockyer ,57
th

 Regiment and Adjutant Lt. W Neilley of the 

40
th

 Regiment.
2
 

 
After disembarking the Archdeacon at Hobart Town, the Larne traveled to the 
North Island of New Zealand where it visited the Bay Islands and River Thames 
before proceeding north, to Norfolk Island. 
 
From Norfolk Island HMS Larne set course to Hobart Town where Archdeacon Scott 

rejoined the ship; departing Hobart Town on 25
th

 March it reached Sydney, after a 

three month journey, on Monday 3
rd

 April 1826.
3
 

 
 
It was here at Norfolk Island that Charles almost lost his life when the lighter overturned 
whilst carrying him to shore. Although unable to swim he survived; however he lost his 
copy of Robert Brown s Prodromus Florae Novae Hollandiae et Insulae Van Diemen 
essential for classifying new plants.

4
 

 
The same year he revisited Tasmania, before visiting Western Australia, with 

Captain Stirling in the following year.
5
 

 
It was his visit to Western Australian with Captain James Stirling that earned him 
an eternal place in the history of Australia s largest State. 

 
In 1824 a settlement had been founded on Melville Island to protect against French 

and American incursions.
6
 However, within a couple of years the Secretary of State for 

the Colonies, had received reports that the settlement was not realizing expectations 
and ordered Governor Darling, in Sydney, to remove the settlement; if necessary to a 
more suitable site. 
 
The HMS Success, a 32 gun man-o-war, under the command of Captain James Stirling, 

 
1 ĂJohn Richardson, an early collector from Melville Island, Northern Territory by Philip Short, Northern 

Territory Herbarium, Palmerston .Australian Systemic Botany Society asbs/newsletter/newsletter-
#112 Sept 2002 .   
Australian National Botanic Gardens Biography: Extracted from: A.E.Orchard (1999) A History of 
Systematic Botany in Australia, in Flora of Australia Vol.1, 2nd ed., ABRS, and Barbara Richardson, 
pers com   

2 The Sydney Gazette 2
nd

  Jan 1826-Shipping news  

3 The Sydney Gazette 5
th

  April 1826 pg7   
4 From presentation to AGHS 2004 Conference , Sydney, by Dr Gillian Davies with research by 

Christine Carwardine BSc   
5 Australian National Botanic Gardens Biography: Extracted from: A.E.Orchard (1999) A History 

of Systematic Botany in Australia, in Flora of Australia Vol.1, 2nd ed., ABRS  
6 Colonial Secretary Index :Reel 6013, 4/3512 pp.238-42; Reel 6019, 4/3792 pp.1-5  
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was in Port Jackson and became the Governor s choice to carry out the transition. 
 
Captain Stirling, understanding the problems created by monsoonal rains, wrote to 

Darling on 8
th

 Dec 1826, suggesting that, rather than waiting till the monsoonal rains 
abated, he should use the time to investigate the possibility of settlement in the south 
west of Western Australia. 

 
Darling, aware of American whalers and French ships posing a threat to British 
superiority in the area, had sent Major Edmund Lockyer with a party of soldiers and 
convicts to set up a garrison at King George s Sound, earlier that year.

1
 Agreeing with 

Stirling s proposal he duly advised Earl Bathurst in a communication on 18
th

 
December 1826. 
 
On 17

th
 January 1827 HMS Success left Port Jackson; Charles Fraser, a fellow 

Scot accompanied Stirling. 

 
A little over six weeks later Success rounded Cape Leeuwin, passed Rottnest Island, 
and anchored close to an island in Cockburn Sound, some 20 kilometres south of the 
entrance to the Swan River. Stirling planted a garden here which caused Captain 
Fremantle to name it Garden Island in 1829  
On March 8th, two boats, a cutter and a gig, carrying Stirling, Fraser and 17 men set off 
to explore the Swan River, entering the mouth at what is now Fremantle . 
 
Impressed by what he saw, and influenced by a mild summer, Stirling recorded on 

13
th

 March:-  
ĂThe richness of the soil, the bright foliage of the shrubs, the majesty of the 
surrounding trees, the abrupt and red-coloured banks of the river occasionally seen 
and the blue summits of the mountains from which we were not far distant made the 
scenery around this spot as beautiful as anything of this kind I had ever witnessed.ó2 

 
Charles Fraser was also impressed, and his report, added to Stirling s report and 
recommendations, influenced Governor Darling to communicate with the Secretary 
for the Colonies, Sir George Murray, recommending the establishment of a colony on 
the Swan River. 

 
Following strenuous lobbying by Stirling, Sir George Murray, Secretary for the 
Colonies commanded the setting up of a town on the Swan River. 
 
Like Fraser, Murray came from Perthshire and chose Perth as the name for the 
new settlement; a choice that met with agreement by the fellow Scot, Stirling. 
 
In June 1828, at the direction of Governor Darling, Fraser and Cunningham departed 
aboard ĂLucy Ann  for the settlement at Moreton Bay where they were to undertake 
collection of plants and select a site for a public garden. After visiting Port Macquarie 
they landed at Moreton Bay on 1

st
 July, where they were welcomed by Captain 

Patrick Logan, Commandant of the settlement. Logan was detested by his men and 
convicts alike, for his cruelty. 
 
 
1 The History of Australian Exploration . JC Steele , Chapter III  

2  Department of the Premier and Cabinet, 175
th

 Aniversary of Western 
Australia, http://www.175anniversary.wa.gov.au  
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Logan s regiment, the 57th, had been nicknamed ñThe Steelbacksò because floggings 
were such a common occurrence for its own members. His imposition of this and even 
more extreme punishment on convicts is not defensible. However, despite this facet of 
this administration he was an excellent administrator, creating a settlement of 
substantial brick and stone buildings, including a school and hospital. He formed 
outstations and was a noted explorer.

1
 

 
Fraser, Cunningham and Logan selected and pegged a site on the Brisbane River, 
known today as Gardens Point, adjacent to Parliament House. Convicts cleared the 
site and it was used as a vegetable garden, which Logan saw as more necessary for a 
growing settlement , than decorative plants. The site remained a public garden till 1855 
when the Botanic Gardens , now known as City Botanic gardens, were opened. 
 

On 27
th

 July, Fraser, Cunningham and Logan departed south west from Brisbane to 
what is now the MacPherson range, along the Queensland/New South Wales border 
where Logan and Fraser attempted to climb Mt Lindsey, rugged peak. Fraser made it to 
around halfway before he descended. He wrote of his experience ˈwe putt(sic) off our 
shoeséand climbed on past a dreadful chasm and a dreadful labyrinth of emourous 

rocks and experienced a frightful time holding on by our own great toes .
2
 

 
With determination which was typical of the man, Logan continued alone to the 
summit; successfully descending some five hours after Fraser. 

 
In September 1831, Surveyor- General Major Thomas Livingston Mitchell was taking an 
expedition to the interior but declined taking Fraser because he refused to give an 
undertaking not to keep a journal. Fraser took off instead to his loved Bathurst region 

for November and December on his last fatal collecting expedition.
3
 

 
Charles Fraser s service to the Colony, and world botany, came to an end 
when returning from this journey to the Bathurst area, in December 1831  
He died at Parramatta as a result of apoplexy (stroke). 
 

DIED, at Parramatta , on Thursday last,  
Mr Charles Fraser, for many years Superintend-
ent of the Botanical Gardens, Sydney, Mr F. had 
been in a declining state of health for some time, 

but his death occurred somewhat suddenly.
4
 

 
THE LATE MR. FRASER ï In our obituary of this day inserted elsewhere, will be found 
the name of Mr Charles Fraser, who for many years had the superintendence of the 
Botanical Garden at Sydney. There have been few men less beholden to schooling, 
who have displayed so cultivated an understanding, and so enlarged a knowledge of 
the branch of natural philosophy to which his pursuits in this Country were principally 
devoted, as did Mr Fraser. His youth was spent in the nurseries of ( we think) the Duke 

 
1 City of Logan Website:  http://www.logan.qld.gov.au/NR/rdonlyres/012E5AD4-C4FD-439E-8B5D 

4AD5639DD614/0/RichinHistoryPatrickLogan.pdf - with resources  
2 From presentation to AGHS 2004 Conference , Sydney, by Dr Gillian Davies with research by Christine 

Carwardine BSc  
3 Ibid  

4 Sydney Gazette, Saturday,31
st

  December 1831  
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of Norfolk. There he imbibed an acquaintance with practical gardening. His Ųcoup dóessaió  
(ed: first attempt) in this Colony was in the ranks of the 73

rd
 regt. Where his untutored 

but aspiring genius pointed him out to the notice of Governor Macquarie, who, ever 
ready to foster and bring forward depreciated merit, introduced the private soldier into 
the Government Botanical Garden, of which he subsequently directed the management, 
and continued to do so to the hour of his decease. Few of our readers yet forget the 
name of Fraser. There are, we think, few of whom ˈCharley Fraser  was not personally 
known. Full of anecdote and observation, his office of botanist and his talent threw him 
continually into every variety of company, of whom he was usually the convivial and 
agreeable companion. Paradoxical as it may seem , yet it is the way of the world ï for a 
man having such unnumberless acquaintances as he, perhaps none had in proportion 
fewer friends. Naturally of a plethoric habit, his convivial disposition probably contributed, 
not a little to induce the apoplectic attack of which he expired during yesterday seónnight, 

at Parramatta, apparently in his 44
th

 year. His death is a loss to science. We have not 
heard yet who Mr Fraserós successor is to be, but should presume Mr Graham, formerly 
an assistant Superintendent of the Botanical Garden under Mr. Fraser, to be by no 

means an unfit sort of person for the vacant office.
1
 

 
 
Interestingly Charles is noted as ñéa man having such unnumberless acquaintances as 
he, perhaps none had in proportion fewer friends  . An indication that he was devoted to 
his profession, was continually on the move and held his positions and the admiration of 
the Governors through his ability; not through the sponsorship of English nobility. 
 
His main collections are at:- 

 
Arnold Arboretum Herbarium, Harvard University, Cambridge 
Mass.USA British Museum (The Natural History Museum) London 
England Cambridge University, Cambridge, England  
Royal Botanic Gardens, Edinburgh, Scotland 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, England  
Missouri Botanical Gardens, St Louis, Missouri, 
USA Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney, Australia 
Oxford University, Oxford , England

2
 
- memorials to a memorable early Australian. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Published in The Australian, Vol. 8 No.692. Friday 30

th
 December 1831 was copied to Sydney 

Gazette on the following day.   
2 The Australian Government Department of the Environment and Heritage, Australian National 

Botanic Gardens, biography ïthanks to Jim Croft  
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George Hubbard 
 

Boat Builder 
chr.7 March 1790 - d.15 March 1874 

 
Deal in East Kent, is a seaside village sitting above a network of tunnels which were 
used by smugglers; it looks across the Channel to France, just 25 miles distant. 

 
Prime Minister William Pitt, was determined to end smuggling by the Deal boatmen, 
who had the right, under charter, to freely import goods in return for their services as 
Cinque Port men in providing what had been long recognised as the sole naval defence 
of the realm risking their lives and their boats, in saving the lives of shipwreck victims. In 
1784, with the Deal boats pulled up on shore, due to inclement weather, sent a regiment 
of soldiers to destroy and set light to the boats whilst a cutter sat offshore to prevent any 
escape. 

 
The Deal boat men were determined to assert their right to trade and continued to do so 

during the Napoleonic Wars (1799-1815)
1
. It was during this time that a young boat 

builder grew up and learnt his trade. Born to George Hubbard and Sara Cavel, young 

George was christened on 7
th

 March 1790, at St Leonards
2
 whose registers 

commenced in 1599
3
 . 

 
There could be no better school for an eager apprentice, keen to absorb 
knowledge handed down through the centuries. 

 
Two literary giants had varying views of Deal and its men. In the 17th century 

Daniel Defoe wrote:
4
 

 
If I had any satire left to write, 
ˈCould I with suited spleen indite,  
ˈMy verse should blast that fatal town, 
ˈAnd drownód sailorsó widows pull it 
down; ˈNo footsteps of it should appear,  
ˈAnd ships no more cast anchor there.  
ˈThe barbarous hated name of Deal shouód 
die, ˈOr be a term of infamy;  
ˈAnd till thatós done, the town will 
stand ˈA just reproach to all the land ' 
 

Whilst Charles Dickens  19
th  century view was somewhat more glowing-

5
 

 
ñThese are among the bravest and most skilful mariners that exist. Let a gale rise and 
swell into a storm, and let a sea run that might appal(sic) the stoutest heart that ever 
beat; let the light ships on the sands throw up a rocket in the darkness of the night; or let 
them hear through the angry roar the signal guns of a ship in distress, and these men 

 
1 Wikipeadia -The Free Encyclopeadia Deal Kent   
2 Mrs G Lawry Broadmeadows Victoria, direct descendant of George Hubbard.  
3 St Leonards History by Dick Barton- at www.digiserve.com/peter/deal-gen.htm  
4 Wikipeadia - The Free Encyclopeadia Deal Kent   
5 Ibid  
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spring up with activity so dauntless, so valiant and heroic, that the world cannot surpass 
it.... For this and the recollection of their comrades, whom we have known, whom the 
raging sea has engulfed before their childrenós eyes in such brave efforts whom the 
secret sand has buried, let us hold the boatmen in our love and honour, and be tender 
of the fame they well deserved.  
 
The motto of the town is ĂAdjuvate Advenasó (Befriend the Stranger),

1
 something young George 

took a little too literally. Recently married to Ann White, on 13
th

 February 1812,
2  

George left his pregnant wife to Ųfeloniously aid and assist two French prisoners of war on 

parole, in their escape from Welshpool, in the County of Montgomeryó.
3
 It has been rumoured 

that one of the prisoners was related to Ann, and when one considers that Welshpool, in the 

middle of Wales, is some 250miles (400kms) from Deal, one would think that there would have 

to be a very strong reason for George to undertake such a journey. However the reason was 

not any relationship with Ann; at his trial ñ Hubbard said that he kept a public house in Deal, 

and that the General, on his return to France was to intercede for the liberation of Hubbardós 

brother, who is a prisoner there. ˈ
4 

 
The ĂSHREWSBURY CHRONICLE  of Friday 12

th December, 1812 reported the 
events associated with George s failed attempt to return the prisoners to France. 

 
ŲAnother French Officerós name is added to the list of Dishonor by attempting to break 
his parole from Welsh Pool, with the assistance of an Englishman. On Monday General 
Francis Andre Bron, with Francois Fain, midshipman, and interpreter to the General, 
were re-taken in this town, together with George Hubbard, who is charged with aiding 
their escape. On their examination before Wm. Smith, Esq. it appears that Hubbard had 
gone several times from hence to Welsh Pool and back within a few days previous, in 
chaises, and that on Sunday last he had gone in a chaise from hence to Welsh Pool, 
and after discharging the postboy, ordered a chaise and four from the Oak Inn, to start 
from Shrewsbury about ten oóclock. His conduct at the Oak having excited suspicion, the 
Rev. Mr. Jones and Mr Griffiths, bailiffs of Pool, determined to be on the alert, especially 
as they had not met with the Commissary to communicate to him their mistrust. Having 
been informed that Hubbard had been at the Bear Inn, in Pool, where General Bron 
lodged, it occurred to them that an attempt was about to be made by the stranger, to 
make the escape of the General. ---- They therefore sent a Corporal in the 
Montgomeryshire Militia in disguise to the Bear Inn, with directions to call for some beer 
and to watch the conduct of the General and his Servant; and at the same time they 
directed the Driver of the Chaise which was ordered to be in readiness at the Oak, to 
proceed slowly, and if Hubbard ordered him to stop for the purpose of taking up any 
person on the road, but at the same time he was further directed, as soon as he arrived 
at Shrewsbury, to prepare assistance there, if none previously came from Pool, and 
secure the passengers until Mr Jones and Mr Griffiths arrived. About half-past 9 oóclock 
the trusty Corporal returned and later told the Bailiffs that he had missed Fain, the  
Servant, after the Generalós bell had gone, and that he was convinced something was on 
foot ---- Meanwhile the chaise was permitted to set off, at the hour appointed, and the 
Bailiffs proceeded to search the lodgings of the General. On their way, they met with the 
Commissary, whom they informed of their suspicions, and directed him to go to the 
 
 
1 Deal Kent at www.aboutdeal.co.uk/  
2 Mrs G Lawry Broadmeadows Victoria, direct descendant of George Hubbard   
3 Ibid sourced from  
4 Margaret Szalay- sourced from Grace Lawry, Victoria- both descendants of George Hubbard  
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Generalós lodgings. The Commissary soon returned and informed them that the General 
had escaped accompanied by his Interpreter Mr. Fain. The Bailiffs immediately 
dispatched the Sergeant-at-Arms for the Borough, with directions to go after the Chaise, 
but not to stop it; and if they reached Shrewsbury before the Bailiffs, to secure the 
parties until the latter arrived. They at the same time ordered a Chaise and four for 
themselves, and as the Commissary could procure a Horse, they took him with them.  
Upon their arrival in this town, about 8 0óclock on Monday morning, they found the 
General, his Interpreter, and Hubbard in custody at the Lion; and shortly afterwards, 
with the assistance of Mr. Tumpkins, of that Inn, and Mr. Williams of the Unicorn 
(Constables of the Watch) the culprits were lodged in our county Goal. ---- Hubbard 
says he kept a public house in Deal, and that the General, on his return to France was 
to intercede for the liberation of Hubbardós brother, who is a prisoner there. 

 
Much credit is due to all parties who assisted in apprehending the prisoners, but at the 
same time, it must be acknowledged that the Transport Board are eminently indebted 
to Mr. Jones and Mr. 

 
Griffiths for the skilful and prudent measures they adopted and the promptitude they 
displaced. Had it not been for them, the prisoners, in all probability, might have reached 

their country.
1
 

 

Found guilty of the charge, George was sentenced to transportation for life.
2
 

 
Departing Portsmouth on 26

th
 August 1813, aboard General Hewitt, George,

3
 set 

sail down the English Channel for a journey to the antipodes; little did they realise 
theirs would be a journey into hell. 
 

Arriving in Port Jackson on 7
th

 February 1814,Percy Earl. General Hewittós Master 
immediately faced an enquiry into the deaths and sickness amongst the convicts and 

the accommodation afforded the troops. 
4
 

 
The ˈGeneral Hewitt  was a 960-ton ship with a crew of around 80 and 14 guns, under 
the command of Percy Earl(e), with Richard Hughes as shipós surgeon. It was one of the 
largest ships to carry convicts to the colonies, and this disaster voyage was her only trip 
as a convict transport. The shipós capacity was 500 persons. On this voyage, the ship 

carried 515 people, 300 convicts, 70 soldiers from the 46
th

 Regiment with 15 of their 
wives and children, a group of officials, free settlers and their families, and a large crew. 
Also on board was a J. Piper. The ship was also filled beyond capacity with excess 
cargo, which was added to during the voyage (such as the Captainós purchases of  
Madeira wines), to sell for his personal profit when the ship reached Port Jackson. 

 
Between Madeira and Rio de Janeiro, dysentery broke out among the convicts with 19 
deaths, and leaving the rest of the prisoners in a poor state of health. For the rest of the 
voyage, basic sanitary measures were neglected. When the ship arrived in Sydney on the 

7
th

 February 1814, there were 266 male convicts on board - 34 had died during the voyage, 
approximately 1 in 8. Governor Macquarie described the survivors as being ˈin 
 
 
1 Grace Lawry, Margaret Szalay, sourced from ĂShrewsbury Chronicle  Dec 11

th
, 1812  

2 Ibid   
3 Australian Shipping 1788-1968 . Convictions at www.blaxland.com  
4 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6044; 4/1729 pp381-4,386-97; 4/3493 pp.89-92; 4/1730pp.381-3)  
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a very weak and sickly state  with 10 admitted to hospital on arrival. 

 
Governor Macquarie appointed a Court of Enquiry into the situation, led by William 
Redfern, the colonyós Chief Surgeon and a former convict. William Redfern was the 
most skilled and popular surgeon in Sydney, later known as the ˈfather of Australian 
medicine . The enquiry determined that the Commander had been negligent in his duty 
of care and recommended that the Commissioners of the Transport Board review the 
facts and take action against the Commander. This was recorded as being one of three 
calamitously bad ships that arrived in 1814, the others being the ˈSurry , and the 
ˈThree Bees . The lessons learnt from these three voyages lead to improved 

conditions and rules for later convict voyages.
1
 

 
Also aboard General Hewitt was Surgeon John Harris who George would meet at the 

beginning of Oxley s 1818 expedition, James Williams, blacksmith on both expeditions and 

Francis Greenway, architect,
2
 who like George would benefit from Governor  

Macquarie s aim to emancipate those who could prove their value to the future of the  
Colony. Artist Joseph Lycett(Lysaght) transported for forgery was also aboard and a 

daughter is said to have traveled with Ann aboard Wanstead. Unlike Hubbard and 

Greenway, Lycett quickly reverted to his old ways and was sent to Newcastle and it wasn t 

till 1817 that he returned to Sydney where he undertook work for Macquarie.  
Macquarie granted him a full pardon on his second last day as Governor. Lycett conned 
funds for passages for himself and two daughters to return to England. There he had his 
Views in Australia published. By 1827 he had reverted to forgery, was arrested and rather 
than face transportation to Australia, cut his throat. He died four months later. His youngest 

daughter, Emma, aged 21, returned to Australia in 1833 as an assisted female immigrant.
3
 

Emma married George Slater at Scots Church, Sydney in the same year.
4
 

 
Whilst George was facing trial and a new life in NSW,

5
 Ann gave birth to a son, George, on 

19
th

 March 1813, at Deal, who died as a baby
6
. Heartbroken at the thought of spending her 

life without her beloved George, Ann made arrangements to travel as a free passenger 

aboard Wanstead , a women s convict ship which sailed from Spithead, two days before 

General Hewitt, but arrived almost a month earlier on 9
th

 January 1814.
7
 

 
As fate would have, there were two Ann Hubbards on the Wanstead. One a convict who was 
rather a Ănaughty  girl in her time in the Colony

8
 listed on the ship s indents as Ann  

Hubbert, sentenced to 14 years transportation, at Stafford, on 14
th

  August 1811.
9
 

 

George and Ann, together with a convict servant are recorded in the 1814 Muster as :-
10

 
 
No. Res. Name Ship of Arrival Statu      Stores     Remarks 

 
1 Extract from the family history: TASMANIA BOUND:The Weymouth, Hubbard, Harris & McPhail 

family stories, collected by Margaret Szalay (published in 2004)   
2 Ibid- introductions to George Hubbard, James Williams, Francis Greenway  
3 John Lycett-Convict Artist John McPhee Visiting Curator Museum of Sydney at Historic Houses Trust   

website 
4 NSW BDMs Marriage certificate Reg # V1833340 73A   
5 Mrs G Lawry Broadmeadows Victoria, direct descendant of George Hubbard  
6 Ibid  
7 Convict Women to NSW 1788-1828 A Perth DPS Project  
8 Colonial Secretary Index -introduction to HUBBARD Ann   
9 Convict Women to NSW 1788-1828 A Perth DPS Project  
10 Margaret Szalay sourced from 1814 Muster.  
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    s   

548 Sydney George Hubbard General Hewitt C On Dockyards 
6       

675 Sydney Ann Hubbard Wanstead F Off Wife of 
2      G.Hubbar 
      d 
685 Sydney Elizabeth Beckworth Wanstead C Off To Mrs 
4      Hubbard  
With George back at his trade in the Dockyard, and his wife nearby, things must have 
been more than George could have hoped for, especially as Ann also had the 

assistance of Elizabeth Beckworth (Beckwith) a lass from Kent.
1
 The presence of 

Elizabeth would prove to be of great advantage; George being transferred to Newcastle 
in December to repair and maintain the boats on the Hunter River. 
 

 
In 1814 Newcastle was home to re-offending convicts and a detachment of Military 

guards, under the command of Lt. Thomas Thompson.
2
 It was a settlement that was 

vital to Sydney, not solely as a place of dread where offenders and Irish rebels could be 
sent but also for the coal and cedar that were vital to the existence of Sydney. 

 
George was kept busy applying his trade to the boats that were being harshly treated 
by convicts, continually driven to meet their targets. However he could not stop thinking 
of Ann, especially as his first Christmas, in the colony, came and went.  
Unbeknown to George his time in Newcastle was not to be an extended stay. On 

March 25
th

 1815 Estramina was sent to Newcastle with a dispatch requesting return of 

boat builder;
3
 six days later George was returning to Sydney.

4
 

 
Returned to the Sydney Dockyard, George happily applied himself, knowing that he 
was once again near his beloved. Before the year was out, Ann became pregnant; a 

darling girl, Sarah Sophia born on 12 Aug 1816
5
 and named after her grandmother. 

 
Apprenticed to George was a young Irish lad, John Dwyer who had been transported as 
a 15 year old in 1813, aboard Three Bees. Little did George and young John know what 
the future and Governor Macquarie had in store for them. 

 
In 1813 Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson had found a way that would lead others 
across the Blue Mountains; in November of that year Macquarie sent Evans to locate a 
usable passage through to the lands beyond. 

 
Upon receiving Evans glowing reports, it is envisaged that Macquarie, the great planner, 

established his plan for the development of the new lands. This included the part to be played by 

the boat builder(s). He foresaw the necessity of boats to aid future discoveries inland and he 

foresaw the need for a boat builder in the developing Van Diemen s Land. 

 
During his 1815 journey to the Bathurst Plains and the proclamation of the site of the 
township of Bathurst, Macquarie sent Mr. Evans the Dy. Surveyor at Bathurst for the 
 
1      Convict Women to NSW 1788-1828 A Perth DPS Project Wanstead   Beckwith  
2 Colonial Secretary Index, Introduction Thompson Thomas Lt.  
3 Ibid (Reel 6004; 4/3493 p.500)   
4 Ibid (Reel 6066;4/1805 p.182)  
5 NSW BDM s birth certificate V18164136 1B/1816 & V1816642 7/1816  
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purpose of proceeding on a further Tour of Discovery for the distance of one Hundred 
miles in a South West direction from Bathurst, in hopes of falling in with the Macquarie 

River in that Quarter.
1
 

 
Evans and his party discovered, not the Macquarie River to the west, but a river 
which Evans named the Lachlan River, after Macquarie. 

 
The next part of Macquarie s planning took place in 1817, with John Oxley s 
first expedition into the Inland of NSW. 

 
Prior to the departure of the exploration party it was necessary to establish a base 
at which preparations could take place. 

 
It was here, on a bank, overlooking the Lachlan River, a hundred metres or so, 
downstream from what is now known as Davidson s Bridge, on the Bilimara Road, that the 
Depot was sited, on what is now Craig Lamond s ñEurimbaò property.

2
  

Having stood on the very spot where my great great grandfather delivered, and broke 
in horses, for the expedition, nearly 190 years ago and had every nerve end in my body 
attacked; I have no doubt John Whitehead is right in nominating this as the location of 
the Depot. 

 
It was here that George Hubbard built the boats that were to carry the provisions 

down the Lachlan River and it was from here that the party departed on Aril 27
th

 1817. 
 
Not having experienced the rivers of the flat inland country they were not expecting 
the twisting meandering course which confronted them; nor were they expecting the 
large limbs which snap from river eucalypts in the cool evenings after scorching days 
or the trees felled by suddenly rising and falling flood waters. 

 
As a result of these impediments the journey by boats was slow, with those on 
horseback and walking having to wait hours until the boats and provisions 
arrived. Oxley makes no mention by name of Hubbard but does record:- 

 
ñMay 4 ----------It appeared that the large boat had got stoved against a tree under water, 

and that the people were obliged to unload and haul her on shore to undergo some repairs, 

which they had effected; but the rain prevented them from paying her bottom. They 

expected to be able to proceed in an hour or two, as the weather had begun to clear up. It 

was fortunate that no damage had befallen any part of the boatós lading.
3
 

 
Cunningham recorded the event in similar terms, with Hubbard recorded as Hubbert.. He 

also gives mention to George on other occasions:-
4
 

 
20th. July Friday. In order to lighten our baggage we overhauled the ironwork that we 
had carried with us from the river, under the idea it would have been found useful in 
our journey to the coast. On a tree we left ten pairs of horse shoes, and some of the 
less useful parts of the boat builder's tools. 
 
1 Gov..Macquarie s Journal Tour to the New Discovered Lands April 1815, 11

th
 May 1815-

Library Macquarie University in conjunction with Public Library of New South Wales.  
2 Tracking and Mapping the Explorers Vol 1. John Whitehead  p.82  
3 John Oxley ĂJournals of Two Expeditions into the Interior of New South Wales  May 4   
4 Cunningham s Journal Chapter 7 from Australian Exploers - Ida Lee, sourced from Gutenberg Project  
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1817. August 1st. Friday. The river has decreased about 14 inches in the course of 
the night. Our boat builder finished the raft and we launched her. 
 

30
th

 July Wednesday. Oxley having satisfied himself that this river is the Lachlan and 
that it would answer no purpose to advance further on its banks (having already arrived 
near the confines of the large swamps) has resolved to try the experiment of falling trees 
over the stream to form a bridge, or construct a raft that would convey our luggage and 
provisions over the river in a safe and dry condition. The boat-builder with some of the 
people were accordingly employed to fall the timber and form a raft with all 
possible despatch. Repapered my green specimens that had been collected some 
days. Rain without intermission in showers all the forenoon 
 
6th August Wednesday:   Ăéééé..óOxley having satisfied himself that this river is the  
Lachlan and that it would answer no purpose to advance further on its banks (having 
already arrived near the confines of the large swamps) has resolved to try the 
experiment of falling trees over the stream to form a bridge, or construct a raft that 
would convey our luggage and provisions over the river in a safe and dry condition. The 
boat-builder with some of the people were accordingly employed to fall the timber 
and form a raft with all possible despatchó 
 

Cunningham also records the abandonment of the boats
1
 , near the junction of the 

Lachlan River and Island Creek. By coincidence it was near this area were my paternal 
gg-grandfather, William Crampton, took up land in 1872. 
 
May 18th. Sunday. Our boats being of no further use to us we hauled them up on the 
bank leaving them with keel upwards; barked them over in order to preserve them as 
long as possible from the action and effects of the weather, in case we should be 
obliged to return to them in consequence of any unforeseen accident. We likewise 
divided the provisions that had been conveyed by the boats equally among the whole of 
the horses (both saddle and pack), leaving under the boats. all weighty iron tools that we 
might reasonably conclude we should not require on our new course. I here sowed--
near the spot where we left the boats--some peach stones and quince seeds. 
 
Following the safe return of the party to Bathurst , on 29

th
 August, George returned to 

his duties at the Dockyard. 
 

On 29
th

 January 1818, George was granted a Free Pardon. ˈéin consequence of 

meritorious behaviour on late expedition with John Oxley. 
2
 This was the only pardon, 

of any type, issued to any of the convicts on the first expedition, no doubt because 
Macquarie already knew that he planned a second journey down the Macquarie and if 
he granted the deserved Pardons he would not have had the use of the experienced 
members on the second expedition. The granting of the Pardon to George at that time 
would have been influenced by the direction of Earl Bathurst who had written to 

Governor Macquarie in a letter that arrived aboard Friendship on 14
th

 January 1818. 
 
Earl Bathurst to Governor Macquarie - Despatch No. 98, per ship ñFriendshipò; 
 
 
1 Ibid   
2 NSW State Records -Tickets of Leave,emancipation and pardon records, 1810-19 (Reel 601: 4/4427 

p.78)  
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