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Preface
- The Great Unknowns!

Having attended school i n t hbeforé e I0earat ofghe pONBY8 6 s, | i
of Mitchell, Burke & Wills, Eyre, Stuart , Sturt, Oxley and others; however not a word of Fraser,
Byrne, Simpson, Hubbard, Butler, Williams and hundreds of others who are the Great Unknown.

My great-great grandfatherGe or ge Si mmgsan ,n maans t @o ns uldrovheny o0 xslée y 6 s
1818 expeditions and it was this association which has led me to seek recognition of, and for the
members of these two expeditions.

Without the Great Unknowns Oxley could not have got any further than the existing boundaries of
Sydney and his place in history would have been restricted to the archives noting his position as
Surveyor General; as happened to his predecessors Alt and Grimes.

Being selected as members of explorative expeditions, convicts escaped the dread of everyday life

in the popul ated areas of the Colony and ate when
accompanied them. On their return they also faced the opportunity of receiving pardons and in

some cases land grants. Joseph Smith, a fourteen year old, transported in 1790, aboard Neptune,

for seven years for stealing two linen shirts, two linen neck handkerchiefs, three pairs of cotton

stockings and one linen waistcoat' i n  Volurstaryd etter from an Old Settlerégives a view on

early life in New South Wales; a life that was known to have made men draw straws to see who

would kill another, in order that they could also escape, through being hung.

"l arrived in the Colony fifty six years since; it was Governor Phillips time, and | was fourteen years

old; there were only eight houses in the Colony then. | know myself and eighteen others laid in a

hollow tree for seventeen weeks and cooked out of a kettle with a wooden bottom; we used to stick

it in a hole in the ground and make a fire around it. | was seven years in bondage, and then started

working for a living where ever | could get it. There was plenty of hardship then, | have often taken

grass, pounded it, and made soup from a native dog . | would eat anything then. For seventeen

weeks | had only five ounces of flour a day. We never got full ration except when the ship was in

har bor. The motto was O6Kill t hem, or work then, t
have been yoked like a bullock with twenty or thirty others to drag along timber. About eight

hundred died in six months at a place called Toongabbie, or Constination Hill". Further in the text

he goes on to sayéé"They used to have a |l arge hol
down to collect the corpses of prisoners and throw them in without any ceremony or service. The

native dogs used to come down at night and fight and howl in packs, gnawing the poor dead

bodies"And further éé"| new a man hung t heandanatmed t hen
for stealing a duck frock. A man was condemned, no time, take him to a tree, and hang him. The

overseers were allowed to flog in the fields. Often have seen men been taken from the gang, had

fifty, and sent back to work. Any man would have commi t t ed mur der f or a month
would have committed three murders for a weeko6s p
back for being out getting wild greens, wild herbs. The Reverend Marsden [known as the flogging

Parson] used to come it tightly to force some confession. Men were obliged to tell lies to prevent

their bowels from being cut out by the | ash. The
wi f e, he would send the hu’sband to Norfolk I|Island

1 www.oldbaileyonline.org THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE OLD BAILEY REF: T17880402-54
2 lan Richardson, St Albans NSW accessed at http://www.saintalbans.org.au/moreinfo.html
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Whilst little recognitioni s gi ven t o members of the expeditions
commendations to Governor Lachlan Macquarie proved to be of great value. Without the resultant

pardons and grants it is safe to say that their futures would possibly have been bleak, without
marriage and family.

For this their descendants can be thankful.

E.V.(Tim)CRAMPTON
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EV (TIM) CRAMPTON b.1938i

Grandson of George Simpson,
6chainman to the ¢

on the 1817 & 1818 Oxley Expeditions

Born at Eugowra, the western extremity of George
Lachlan River, to Emma Stone,- granddaughter of Frederick Lewis Simpson; only child of George

Simpson and his second wife, Mary Cooke, and George Crampton i grandson of William

Crampton who was an original settler on The Island, formed between the Lachlan River and Island

Creek, where the 1817 expedition departed from its journey along the Lachlan River and headed

south, overland.

His first six years were a nomadic existence. George and Emma packed up their few possessions,
Thelma(12), Colin(7) Beryl(2)and Tim(1) and headed to Victoria, where , as a member of a team,
George left his own mark on the Victorian landscape, having earlier done so in NSW, with the
construction of concrete grain silos at Rainbow, Boort, Dunolly, Cannie Ridge, Ultima, Nyah west,
Muroa, Jeparit, Bridgewater Rutherglen , Yarrawonga and others.

It was at Rutherglen where the family settled in 1944 and Tim grew up as a typical sports mad

country | ad, who worked at the Summer Garden Caf ®
years till 17. After finishing schooling at Rutherglen and Wangaratta High School it was off to
Bendigo Teachersd6 College; t he wish of his dad, w

depression come. Colin was a brilliant born teacher however not Tim.

In 1960 he joined the Commonwealth Bank, met and married Marjorie Mathieson and lived the

Australian dream; a house in suburban Chadstone and a young family- Stephen, Darren and

Carolyn, till 1975 when the Crampton wanderlust took over with a move to the Grampians in

western Victoria, where in partnership they devel
Reserve, on the historic Troopersd Creek Road, w h
goldfields, from Robe SA. During this time Tim was Chairman of Wimmera Tourism. In 1979 the

partnership disbanded and the family moved to the east of Victoria where Tim became the

Exec..Director of the Victorian Eastern Development Assoc. till 1982. and Marj both mother and

father on many occasions. After a year managing an award winning tourist park, then Marj caring

for a sick sister and Tim consulting to the Vic. Ski Committee, the family returned to Melbourne in

1984 where Tim became General Manager of Cobb & Co Coaches.

Tim saw the name as belonging to Australia and the company merely its guardians who must treat
it with due respect and ensure it was not denigrated in any way. This lead a leading Travel
Operatortowrite 6 é your operation has been unmatchedbédby an:

This insistence on the highest standards resulted in Tim being awarded the ITOA National Award
for outstanding services and contribution to the Inbound Tourism Industry in 1996 and the inaugural
life membership of ITOA Vic/Tas in 1999.

In 1998 Tim and Marj returned to Eastern Victoria where they retired at Lake Tyers Beach,
overlooking the lake, beach and ocean.



It was here that Tim became involved with Family History research, first with his paternal side then
his maternal tree where he discovered George Simpson, convict from Hemsworth, West Riding,
Yorkshire.

The next discovery was Georgeod6s membership of the
been educated and taught history in the 19506s he
Burke and Wills, Eyre and ot her sélwes prevemaenanionwh o di
of the harness menders, coopers, guides, boat builders, butchers etc etc.

Determined that at | east George and the other d6un
longer go unrecognised, Tim began his research whichleadto + 2 0 é é .
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documents.
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Aut hor 6s Not e

This book was written to recognise all who took part in the Oxley Expeditions of 1817-1818 and the
importance of all to the completion of the task.

The nine members who participated in both expeditions appear before those who participated only
in the 1818 expedition. They are then sorted alphabetically, thus avoiding any suggestion that any
one was of lesser value to the Expeditions than another.

Whilst George Hubbard did not travel on the second expedition, his participation, in the building the
boats at Wellington Valley depot, was of the utmost importance, hence his inclusion as a
participant in both expeditions.

Order of Appearance

BLAKE James
BYRNE Patrick
EVANS George William
FRASER Charles
HUBBARD George
OXLEY John Joseph William Molesworth
SIMPSON George
WARNER William
WILLIAMS James
BUTLER Barnaby
CUNNINGHAM Allan
DWYER John
ELLISS Thomas
HARRIS John
KING George
LLOYD Francis
MAGGS William
PARR (Thomas)William
SHIPPEY Henry
WATTS Richard
WILLIAMS John
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Expedition Members 1817 and 1818 Who were they?
It is important to establish who actually accompanied John Oxley on his two expeditions into the
interior.
Members of the 1817 Lachlan River Expedition

As publishedJouwmr ODxll ® ydfs Dwo Expeditions into
Appendix 1. Part la.

1 John Oxley, Esq., chief of the expedition.

2 Mr. George William Evans, second in command.

3 Mr. Allan Cunningham, Kingds botanist.
4 Charles Fraser, colonial botanist.

5 William Parr, mineralogist.

6 George Hubbard, boat-builder.

7 James King, 1st boatman, and sailor.

8 James King, 2nd horse-shoer.

9 William Meggs, butcher.

10 Patrick Byrne, guide and horse leader.

11 William Blake, harness-mender.

12 George Simpson, for chaining with surveyors.
13 William Warner, servant to Mr. Oxley.

(Signed,) L. MACQUARIE.
Sydney,

Members of Oxleys 1818 Macquarie River Expedition

As requested by John Oxley (Colonial Secretary Index Jan 1818 Reel 6065 , 4/1798 Pp 106)

1. John Oxley esqg Surveyor General

2. Mr Evans Assistant

3. C.Fraser Botanist

4. P.Burne Huntsman

5. James Williams Smith

6. William Meggs Butcher

(Meggs obliterated & replaced with George Rouse)

7 ----Simpson

8. J.Blake

9. J.Warner Mr Oxl eyds man
10. F.Lloyd Mr Oxl eyds man
11. R.Kippas Rough Carpenter

12. R.Watts Labourer

13. Thos Ellis Labourer

14. Thos Cribb Labourer

15. John Dwyer Boat Builders Boy

Alan Cunningham confirms the configuration of the party( but not the names) on the first
expedition, in his Journal for 28" April 1817:-

12
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6This morning about 9 o'clock the following perso
left the last human habitation westward in order to survey the river downwards and trace it to its

supposed junction with the Macquarie, and the disemboguence of their union on the south-west

coast:--Oxley Esqgre. Surveyor-General; Mr. G. W. Evans Assist. do.; Charles Fraser of 46th Regt.,

as collector for Lord Bathurst; S. Parr, a boat builder; and seven persons as loaders of pack

hor ses, a dldrteemyirsad,lwith.14 hibrses and 2 boats.

Evidence shows that both lists require amendment.

FIRST EXPEDITION:

U James King is listed twice in the 1817 Expedition. This is obviously a typographical error
and an omission

i
The following entry from the Colonial Secretary Index shows:-

KING George, per Admiral Gambier(2)
-Member of John Oxl eybés expedition
-Paid from Police Fund for services on Oxl eyos

George King was one of 13 persons, serving in the maritime services sentenced to life, at

court martials in various parts of the world; transferred back to England and then

transported to New South Wales, on the Admiral Gambier.

In the 1823/4/5 Musterhei s | i st ed as Omariner 6 and in the
Oboat manbod.

i James Williams is not shown as a member of the first expedition. However the Government
& Gener al Order of Dec 1818 confirms his part.i
Index:-
WI LLI AMS James per O0Gener al Hewitto 1814
Horse-s hoer . Member of Oxl eyds expedition

Hence the first James King is George King .

The second James King is James Williams

As there is no other horse shoer, Williams should be listed as i horse shoer

Other entries in the Colonial Secretary Index confirm his participation in both expeditions.

Hence James King should never have been included in the list of members in the first
expedition.

0 William Meggs should be MAGGS

Entries from Colonial Secretary Indexshows Wi | I i am MAGGS who arrive
I ndefatigabled in 1815
- was on |ist of members of Oxleyds exped
- labourer in Oxleybds expedition, receive
- shepherd to Oxley in petition of mitigation of sentence
- paid from Police Fund for services on O

U Blake should be James Blake.

- listed as James on O6Fortuned® indents
- recorded as James on pardon
- recorded as James in 1828 Census

13



- on all preparations for expedition listed as James
Oxley first referred to him as William, in his journal, when he was speared; this would have
lead to some notoriety and him, or others, using William for a period.

SECOND EXPEDITION

On 25™ May 1818, Oxley using his knowledge of the men who had accompanied him on the first
expedition, and his requirements for the second expedition, wrote to Lachlan Macquarie -

persons originally named

i Some of the t
t the Fatiqgue and more useful f

0O accompa
O undergo o]

r their

U Rouse, replacement for Maggs, did not go on 2" expedition and Blake took over as stock-
keeper (Maggs having been shepherd in 1% expedition)

Barnaby Butler became labourer in place of Cribb

John Williams was added to the expedition as cooper.

Dr John Harris was added after volunteering to go.

Henry Shippey replaced Kippas

P.Burne was Patrick Byrne, who went on both expeditions

Warner was named as waterman, having been in that occupation in London and later
Sydney

el encl et 3 et e @]

Probably the strongest confirmation of the majority of members who participated in both
expeditions, can be found in the Government & General Order made by His Excellency, the

Governor, dated 12 December 1818, in response t
the conduct of twelve convicts who accompanied him on his second tour of discovery to the
Interior.

The following extract from this order is very exact in its direction:-

6To those of the Party ( five in Number) who had
Expedition in 1817, His Excellency is pleased to extend Absolute Pardons, and the like
distinguished Indulgencies to two others of the last expedition, whom superior Intelligence

and Abilities were particularly serviceable on this Occasion.

The remaining five persons are granted Conditional Pardons by His Excellency.

1 William Warner Absolute Pardon
2 Patrick Byrne Do
3 James Blake Do
4 George Simpson Do
5 James Williams Do
6 Francis Lloyd Do
7 John Dwyer Do
8 John Williams Conditional Pardon
9 Bernard Butler Do
10 Thomas Ellis Do
11 Richard Watts Do
12 Henry Shippey Do
By His Excellencyods
Signed |.T.Campbell

Secretary
From this documentation we can state without fear of contradiction that:-

14



#1-5:

Warner, Byrne, Blake, Simpson & James Williams were members of both the 1817 & 1818
expeditions

#6-7:

Lloyd & Dwyer were on the second expedition as were #8-12, John Williams, Bernard Butler,
Thomas Ellis, Richard Watts and Henry Shippey;

Inconsideration of the foregoing the Expeditionso

1817 Lachlan River Expedition:

1 John Oxley, Esq., chief of the expedition.

2 Mr. George William Evans, second in command.

3 Mr. Allan Cunningham, Kingds botanist.

4 Charles Fraser, colonial botanist.

5 William Parr, mineralogist.

6 George Hubbard, boat-builder.

7 George King, 1st boatman, and sailor.

8 James Williams, Smith.

9 William Maggs, butcher.

10 Patrick Byrne, guide and horse leader.

11 James Blake, harness
mender/storekeeper

12 George Simpson, for chaining with surveyors.

13 William Warner, servant to Mr. Oxley.
- - Plus
Richard Lewis Superintendent Bathurst Plus:
William Cox esq Landholder/magistrate Bathurst

1818 Macquarie River Expedition

1. John Oxley esq Surveyor General

2. George William Evans Second in command

3. John Harris Surgeon

4. Charles Fraser Botanist

5. Patrick.Byrne Huntsman

6. James Williams Smith

7. George Simpson Chainman to surveyors

8. James Blake Harness mender/stock keeper
9. William Warner Waterman

10. Francis Lloyd Mr Oxl eyds man
11. Henry Shippey Carpenter

12. Richard.Watts Labourer

13. Thomas Ellis (Elliss) Labourer

15



14. Barnaby Butler Labourer

15. John Williams Cooper
16. John Dwyer Boat Builders Boy
Plus George Hubbard** Boat builder
Richard Lewis Superintendent of Bathurst
Corporal Partridge Of 48" Regiment
Thomas Thatcher(aka Thacker) & John Hall
Note:1
Bl ake was referred to as Wi lliam Blake by Oxl e

Journal, and in the listing of members in the same Journal.
Note 2:

Butler was known as Bernard, Barnabus, Barnaby however he was convicted in Ireland as
Barnaby and transferred under that name.

Note3.
Thomas EIllis is recorded on the shipbs indents
Note 4:

Whilst George Hubbard did not go on whole of second expedition he was involved with boat
preparation at Wellington Valley and returned to Bathurst on 5™ June1818

Note 5:

Richard Lewis accompanied both expeditions with preparations at the depots
Superintendent at Bathurst. Accompanied John Oxley on part of his expedition along
Lachlan River (Colonial Secretary Index Reel 6034; SZ7 p.181) 1818 expedition Set out to
return to Bathurst from Oxley's expedition (CSI Reel 6068; 4/1814 p.50c¢)

Note 6:

As replacement(s) were required for Hubbard, John Williams, cooper and Henry Shippey,
coach builder would have been included to assist John Dwyer. Shippey, a coach builder
replaced Kippas, who had a broken leg.

Barnaby Butler replaced Thomas Cribb as labourer; receiving a conditional pardon.
Note 7:

Numbers of participants of second exp'edd ti on i
1818-

ft-----and his excellency having in consequence accepted the farther services of Mr. Oxley,
on a second expedition; the party consisting of John Oxley, Esq., surveyor general; John
Harris, Esq., late surgeon of the 102nd regiment, (who most liberally volunteered to
accompany the expedition); Mr. Evans, deputy surveyor general; and Mr. Charles Fraser,
colonial botanist; together with twelve men, having eighteen horses and two boats, and

16



provisions for twenty-four weeks, took their final departure on the 4th of June last, from
a depot prepared for the occasion in the Wellington Valley, at about ninety miles west
of Bathursto

Note 8:

William Cox wasr esponsi bl e for organizing the expedit
accompanied the party to the depot on the Lachlan River .

Note 9:
Thomas Thatcher(aka Thacker), a private of the 48™ Regiment, and John Hall traveled with

the second expedition for 2% weeks before returning to Bathurst with a report from Oxley
for Governor Macquarie.

17



Expedition Members - Their Stories

James(aka William) Blake ‘;t}
b.c.1778/1780
Labourer/Harness mender & I
Stock keeper/Farmer/Labourer J‘s‘

James Blake was sentenced to life transportation at Sussex on 23 March, 1812 and subsequently
arrived in the Colony on 11th June 1813 aboard "Fortune 2".

The passenger index which also included other expedition members, Parr, Shippey and Simpson,

described Jamesas;-6 Labour er , 3lyear s, fair compl exibon, bl s
[1.65m]*

In the list of persons selected to go on thel817 expedition down the Lachlan River, Blake is listed

in Macquarieds instructi oftlsowev x|y ias @&IHao nreesso |
keeperd, when receé€iving issue of shoes.

As with most of the convict members of the expedition, no mention is made of Blake; however he
evidently did well enough to have Oxley request h
1818 expedition down the Macquarie River.*

Some historians refer to James as William Blake (aka James) however there is no doubt the
reverse is true.

The extract from Oxleybs journal, of the 1818 Ex
commencement of Bl ake being called OWilliambd.

Oct26" Aééééé One o h WilitneBlakeghad entered the brushes about a hundred
yards from the rest of the people on the north side, with the design of cutting a cabbage palm: he
had cut one about half through, when he received a spear through his back, the point of it sticking
against his breast bone. On turning his head round to see from whence he was attacked, he
received another, which passed several inches through the lower part of his body: he let fall the
axe with which he was cutting, and which was instantly seized by a native, the only one he saw;
and it was probably the temptation of the axe that was the principal incitement to the attack. Blake
was immediately put into the boat and sent over to the south side, where the doctor was, who
fortunately succeeded in extracting both the spears; but from the nature of the wounds, his chance
of recovery was cons8idered very doubtful .o

The free persons of the colony commonly referred to convicts by their surnames and perusal of

Oxley, Cunningham and Evans journals show this to be the case on both expeditions, George

Si mpson, who was with Oxley for both expeditions
1818 expedition members. The wuse of William for B

A

NSW Records Ships Indents. Fortune 2, 1813

2 John Oxley. Journals of Two Expeditions into the Interior of New South Wales. Appendix Part 1, Instructions for
conducting and leading first expedition from Governor Lachlan Macquarie

Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6046; 4/1737 p.329

Ibid (Reel 6065; 4/1798 p.106)

John Oxley , Journals of Two Expeditions into the Inland of NSW
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was recorded in the two journals.

John Oxley was a very well read person, and when he returned from England in 1812, he brought

with him the Oxley family books which formed part
l' i braryé cr eat e dnglpersorns of the Coboiiy, far theebenlefie af athiers without

access to such a treasure trove of knowledge.*

One of the leading poets of this era was William Blake(1757-1827), with whose works Oxley would
have been extremely familiar; leading him, late at night, after months of arduous and mentally
fatiguing exploration, to record Blake, in error, as William.

Although seriously wounded, Blake survived, due to the expertise of the surgeon John Harris.

No doubt Blake became somewhat famous in the Colony and probably found it an advantage to
retain the use of his new first name; although he was happy to revert to James when receiving his
Absolute Pardon, in December 1818.2 On June 10™ 1819 he, together with 6 other members were
given a donat ifotheirtsavicesf | i ng z39

On 17" August 1820 Commission Bigge, investigating the charges leveled against William Cox, by
the Colonial Botanist, Charles Fraser, heard evidence from several witnesses at Bathurst.

The registration of James Blake as a witness is further confirmation that he indeed was James
and not William Blake.

James provided the following evidence to the Commissioner:-

U He lived at Bathurst for two years where he was a Government stockman.
U Government men laid bricks, sawed timber, built a house, sheep yards and stock yards on

Coxob6s | and.
U Government horses and bull ocks were used to ha
0 Cox undersupplied men from the 6Slops and Stor

1 pair of shoes to James, whereas he was entitled to 4 pairs per annum.

U Upon complaining about receiving only one pair of shoes, he was threatened by Lewis* that
unless he was quite about the shoes and anything else, he would be sent down to Sydney.
* Superintendent of Bathurst

U Victualswerei ssued to Cox06s men, who were O6o0off St or e

0 Two horses that died on Oxleyb6s 1817 expeditio
good horses.

i Cox promised him emancipation (at least a Conditional Pardon) in 1816, if he went to his
Stockyard and minded his sheep. It wasndt rece
expedition and went on the 1818 expedition where he was wounded by natives. He then
obtained a full pardon.

i Two horses were sent with Byrne and himself to prevent them being worked by anyone else
before the expedition. Cox wanted the horses, they refused.

U The horses which were in poor condition when supplied with Robert Hazard, died from
inflamed bowels; Cox charged them with poisoning the horses and they were sent down to
Sydney. They were acquitted of the charge.”

Biography of the Life of John Oxley RN as held by the Oxley family. See John JWM Oxley, this book.
Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6038, SZ759, pp543-4)
Ibid (reel 6038; SZ759 p.542)
The Evidence of the Bigge Reports | New South Wales under Governor Macquarie. /John Ritchie Vol 1 The Oral
Evidence, Wm Heineman Aust P/L 1971 ISBN 085561 027 1
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He was again registered as William when he sought permission to marry." However, as was
general practice the Minister, Rev. Robert Cartwright wrote and filed the application to the
Governor, at Liverpool on 30" December 1820.

J. At ki nson, Principal Clerk, cofJdaeusrgi82lt he Governo

T h éreadfollowing his name, in his application to marry, is indicative of him receiving an Absolute
Pardon and hence being a 6free personb

It was not only Blake, using two first names, who made it hard for researching, as his marriage to
Ann at St Lukes, Liverpool, was recorded in the present day NSW Marriage Index as follows:-

Reg.No. V18212689 3B/1821

Groom POLAKE William

Bride KEOGH Ann

District CF. St Lukes Church of England Liverpool
The original recorder of theevent wr ot e hi s AB6so with a flourish v
a APoo

,'f ( } ‘{/Q/’
i N e
[

The NSW Register of Births, Deaths and Marriages
registered a duplicate record under the name of Blake.?

- Ann Keogh, aged 31 years, was sentenced to 7 years transportation at
Dublin in 1815 and ar rCanagladb iim *%118d 7Col

- Blake was recorded in 1822 Muster as:-
iJames Bl ake, Frmamrefredd&i ver pool

U In 1824 Henry Allen of Liverpool was given occupation of land in the Lake George district
with James in charge.’

Henry Allen

Liverpool
| am directed by the Governor to convey to you his sanction for the temporary occupation of 600
acres of land around your stockyard to be erected at a spot between Marlow & Munkerraw about
16 miles to the southward of Lake George , for the use of your herd as a grazing Run to be placed
under the charge of James Blake free, provided it is now depasturing by no person occupant, that
the cattle kept thereon are marked as described on the Margin,(shown below) and until as such
time as the Government may choose(six months notice previously be given) to revoke this

Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6007; 4/3503 p.7)

NSW BDM reg.no. V18212689 3B/1821

NSW State Records Shipsl ndents 6Canadaé 1817

General muster and land and stock muster of New South Wales 1822 / edited by Carol J. Baxter Sydney : ABGR in
association with the Society of Australian Genealogists, 1988

5 Colonial Secretary Index (Reel 6013; 4/3511 p.293)

P WOWNPE
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indulgence and return the holding to itself.

u ’ﬂ LN {l{

iiJl,

By His Excel bsomcy 6s Commi
F.Goulburn Colonial Secretary Officer 25 May 1824

and in the1828 Census, where he is recorded as James, as:-

fSuperintendent, Lake George, GoulburnP1 ai ns . Empl oyer Capt. Br o
whilst Ann was recordedas 6 wi f e, free by 'sAamevidentiyrégarded 3amesyaeaa r s 0
6good catchdé as she must have told him she was 3

when she was sentenced in 1815, she would have been 44 years old in 1828. Being this age
probably contributed to James and Ann having no children.

In all musters/census Blake was recorded as James; thus contradicting the use of William on his
application to marry.

Nothing is know of James till 1851 when on 2™ April a James Blake, labourer, aged 73 years,
residing at Campbell town, was buri%®d at St Johnos
No other details are provided on the death certificate.

The age of this James corresponds to him being 50 years at the time of the 1828 Census; no other
recorded James Blake qualifies.

Thanks to the expertise of John Harris, James was given another 33 years to participate in the
country that he helped to open up to thousands of farmers, graziers and towns folk.

1 Census of New South Wales, November 1828 / edited by Malcolm R. Sainty & Keith A. Johnson Sydney : Library of
Australian History, 1980.
2 NSW BDM Death Certificate 694 V118
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Patrick Byrne (aka Burn/Burns/Burne)

c.1778
Labourer/Huntsman/Guide/Horseleader/Stockman

5

i

Patrick Byrne, of the City of Dublin, was sentenced to life transportation, at Kildare, Ireland, in
1811" and transferred to New South Wales aboard Archduke Charles;
departing Cork on 15 May 1812, with 147 male and 54 female convicts. The journey took an
incredible 277 days, a day over 9 months; arriving on 16" February 1813,2

Patrick was descr i’b®d 168m) (dakirusdy camplexiors babkegrey hair
with hazel eyes.*

On 19" February Patrick, listed as Burne, disembarked, and with others, was forwarded to Windsor
for distribution.’

In the 1814 Muster he is shown as being under the charge of William Jacklin, who arrived in the
colony in 1791, settled at Pitt Town and later was granted land further down the Hawkesbury River
at Portland Head.®

Governor Macquarie, keen to see the new lands, discovered by George William Evans and his party, and to
be the first official traveller across the Great Divideparted on 25April 1815, with Mrs Macquarie and
his official party . Following the new Western Road across the Blue Mountains and Great Divide they arrived
at the Grand Depot on the Bathurst Plains Bivdy.’

Having spent an almost idyllic 10 dags the Plains, and having decide that this would be the site for a
town, which he nhamed Bathurst, in honour of Earl Bathurst, Principal Secretary of State, Macquarie and his
party departed for Sydney dd. May 1815.

&aving sent off all our spare heaBpaggage two days ago before us, and having now made all my
arrangements at Bathurst, | set out from it this day at 1 p.m. on my return to SydBedgre our departure
some of the Natives who were with us yesterday came in to see us and remainadsittiatte left it.-- |

left Mr. Meehan the Dy. Surveyor General at Bathurst for the purpose of Surveying and laying down on a

chart the whole of the Lands fit for Cultivation and grazing [I] have Explored in this new Country.

| have also left Mr. Evans the Dy. Surveyor at Bathurst for the purpose of proceeding on a further
Tour of Discovery for the distance of one Hundred miles in a South West direction from Bathurst, in
hopes of falling in with the Macquarie River in that Quarter. -- Mr. Evans takes with him 3 men and
2 Horses to carry his Provisions on this Tour, which he hopes to complete in six weeks.?d

A. K. (Keith)

e

OO WNBE

~

Weat her bur n,

a

d e s Georgel William Evafis, G W Ev an
x p | opubéshed by Angus & Robertson (1966) names the three men accompanying Evans as,

Peter Mayberryos I r i-3881 aChitm/Mnivweptug.ord.am/~pdrBayconvict3.lem
Australian Shipping 1788-1968 at Convictions www.blaxland.com
On record of issue of Conditinal pardon dd 5™ Jun 1815

NSW State Records Ships Indents Archduke Charles1813

Colonial Secretary Index. (Reel 6002; 4/3491, p.400)

General muster of New South Wales, 1814 / edited by Carol J. Baxter. Sydney : Australian Biographical and
Genealogical Record in association with the Society of Australian Genealogists, 1987 & Colonial Secretary Index Wm

Jacklin of Pitt Town and Portland Head
Lachlan Macquarie O6Tour
http://www.lib.mg.edu.au/all/journeys/1815/

Ibid
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George Kane (alias Thomas Appledore). Patrick Nurns and John Tygh. It states his source as the
Evans Memorial, 8 kms from Cowra on the Billimari Road.*

Tygh would have beedphn Tighewh o was granted 100acres, 2 cows al
building the new Western Roa@nd came to the colony as John Tygue aboard Afinel .

Nurns would be Patrick Byrne who was to be guide to both the 1817 & 1818 Oxley Expeditions.

Oxley,inhs 1817 J o Uhe areek was riamed 8ysne'siCreek, after one of the present party, who

KDG DFFRPSDQLHG 0U (YDQV abhd)AKah CuhRingRarm$tatg XDQM\GDPHG LW WK
Lachlan in honour of the Governor, and established a militagydd at a spot which he called Byrne's

&UHAN ~

Patrick must have greatly impressed George Evans as it was most uncommon for a convict to be honoured
by the application of their name to a geographical feature. Unfortunately his name was not to be used
trough history; Byrnedés Creek is now known as Mand

When it is considered that it was common for Patrick to be record@dRbISand the recording of history
often depended on the transcribing of names, from almost illegible script, we caat&¢RhShas been
transcribed aBlURNS.

The author made a journey to the above mentioned monument in August 2005 and was pleased to see the
error associated with Byrneds name had been corre

This means the monument now lists 4 people going with Evans, contrary to the above extraction from
Macquarieds journal which authorized 3 persons

It should be pointed out at this point that whilst there is a tendency for some to think James Burne, who
accompared Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson during May 1813, Evans on his18jd&urney to the

Bathurst Plains, and was dismissed by Cox during the building of the New Western Road, and Patrick Byrne
were the same person; this is not the case.

Richard Johnsonin h i s Search ofthe InlandSead r ef er s t o Patrick as bei.
guoting M. H. B bchlanMacquariehh i swiho o ks tiat e sAsGude hee mpl oy i n
engaged the mysterious Mr Byrne who had been with the previous expeditions i a man of irascible
temper and high stomached outl ook and a | over of

This is true that this person was on both expeditions ie. with Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson and
with Evans to Bathurst Plains in 1813

However it wasnot our Patrick.

George Ma ¢ k a n e Bosrteendourdeys over the Blue Mountains of NSW 1813-1 8 1dfafes
Evans companions on his 1813 journey to cross the Great Divide consisted of two freemen
Richard Lewis, James Burns or Byrnes and 3 convicts, John Tygh, John Coogan, John Grover.
And these persons were paid from the Police Fund on 23™ May 1814 and are listed in the Colonial
Secretary Index (Reel 6038; SZ758 p.489) for their discoveries - Burns paid as Burne , Coogan as

1 AK Weatherburn 6George William Evans, explorerd published

2 Memoirs of William Cox, J.P.Anonymous .
Project Gutenberg at http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks04/0400191.txt

3 John Oxl|l eyd Journals of Two Expeditions i "1813; andAllen | nt eri or
Cunni nghamdb-ddalee at Guentbesy Project.
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